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The Death of Darius By the time he died, Darius | had des, Arachosia, and tl'l :
expanded the Persian Empire across the Middie East as Mecians, the total being.
far as the Indus Valley. He had also sent expeditions to ' twenty-one countries. %
explore the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea. :
Fine Art Although this drawing was done 2,000 years By 516 B.C, Darius ruled:
after Darius’ rule, how does it show continued respect
for him?
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Within its borders lived dozens of
different peoples. To rule such a
diverse empire, Darius developed
an efficient system of government.
He then ordered the creation of
great carvings and statues to re-
mind his subjects of his power.

e

The Persians were one of many

call the Middle East. Located where
Europe, Asia, and Africa meet, the
Middle East is a cultural crossroads.
Throughout history, traders and in-
vaders crossed the region, promot-
ing a constant flow of knowledge
and ideas between the Middle East
and the rest of the world.

As ybu read, look for these chapter
themes:

%} Geographic factors, including scar-
city of water, have influenced the
cultures.of the Middle East.

> Location has made the Middle East
a meeting ground for many peoples
and a center from which ideas have
spread around the world.

' the Tigris-Euphrates and Nile river
valleys. :

- The Middle East is the birthplace of
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

~In this chapter, you will encounter pas-
~ sages from the following works.

- The Epic of Gilgamesh
Zend-Avesta
Exodus

- For other suggestions, see Connections
With Literature, pages 804-808.

“peoples who ruled the region we

> Ancient civilizations developed in

THE LAND AND
“THE PEOPLE

How has location affected the peoples
of the Middle East?

What are the main physical regions of
the Midd_le East?

What geographic factors influence pop-
ulation patterns in the Middle East?

Which ethnic and religious groups live
in the Middle East?

Vocabulary

hat is the Middle East? Europeans in-
vented the term to describe the region that
lies between Europe and distant parts of
Asia—what they once called the Far East. In
fact, the Middle East lies in southwestern
Asia. Today, some people use the term South-
west Asia instead of the term Middle East.
The Middle East, they point out, is “Middle”
only in relation to Europe. Still, most Ameri-
cans, including the United States govern-
ment, continue to refer to the region as the
Middle East.

Often, the Middle East includes North
Africa. North Africa has a double heritage. It is
part of Africa, but it also has strong ties to the
Middle East. As you will read in this unit, the
religion of Islam and the use of the Arabic lan-
guage make North Africa part of the cultural
region known as the Muslim world.

Crossroads of the World

The Middle East stands at the crossroads
of three continents: Africa, Asia, and Europe.
Since ancient times, it has connected major
tracle routes, both overland and on the seas.
Caravans from India and China brought
goods to the busy markets of the Middle East.
From there, tradets carried the goods across
the Mediterranean into Europe. Other routes
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took traders across the Red Sea or down the
coast of East Africa.

Cultural diffusion. Over thousands of
years, migrating peoples, traders, and con-
querors crossed the Middle East. They spread
the ideas, inventions, and achievements of
many civilizations. Some of these ideas, such
as iron making, the alphabet we use today,
and the religious traditions of Judaism, Chris-
tianity, and Islam, originated in the Middle
East. Others started in Asia and traveled to
Europe by way of the Middle East. Examples
include Arabic numerals from India and the
lateen sail from Southeast Asia.

Strategic location. Today, Middle Eastern
nations command vital sea routes. Some sit

atop vast reserves of oil. As a result, the Mid.
dle East has strategic importance—that is, j
is important to the world for military and eco.
nomic reasons.

Egypt, for example, operates the Sue;
Canal. The canal links the Mediterranean Seq
and the Red Sea, creating a water route to
the Indian Ocean. Turkey controls the Bos.
porus and the Dardanelles, two vital straits
that link the Black and Aegean seas. Geogra-
phers call these two waterways the Turkish
Straits. The Strait of Hormuz at the mouth of
the Persian Gulf is another strategic water-
way. Through its waters travel huge tankers
loaded with oil for industries and homes half
a world away.

_ MAP STUDY
The Middle East is a region in Southwest Asia that is located at the crossroads of
three continents.

1. Location (a) Name the three continents that meet in the Middle East. (b) What
bodies of water border the Middle East? :

2.-Region (a) In which two countries are plateaus the dominant landform?
(b) Which mountain ranges have elevations over 7,000 feet (2,000 m)?

3. Understanding Causes and Effects Why do you think early civilizations arose in
the valleys of the Nile and of the Tigris and Euphrates rivers?
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Major Regions

As elsewhere around the world, physical
features have affected human settlement in
the Middle East. The five main physical re-
gions of the Middle East are the Northern
Tier, Arabian Peninsula, Fertile Crescent, Nile
Valley, and the Maghreb.

Northern Tier. The Northern Tier stretch-
es across present-day Turkey and Iran. It is a
region of mountains and plateaus. In the west
lies the Anatolian Plateau, ringed by the Pon-
tic and Taurus mountains. The Anatolian
Plateau has fertile soil and receives enough
moisture to support farming. As a result, it
has a large population.

The Anatolian Plateau is located in Asia
Minor, a large peninsula that connects Asia
and Europe. As you will read in Chapter 26,
the Ottoman Empire flourished in this region
for hundreds of years.

To the east lies the Iranian Plateau. Like
Anatolia, it is ringed by mountains, including
the Elburz and Zagros ranges. Unlike Anatolia,
however, most of the region is dry and the
population remains small. Still, several major
empires, such as the Persian Empire, were found-
ed on the Iranian Plateau. These empires con-
trolled large parts of the Middle East.

Arabian Peninsula. The Arabian Peninsula
is a vast plateau that is about one third the size
of the United States. It borders on several im-
portant bodies of water, including the Red Sea,
the Arabian Sea, and the Persian Gulf Saudi
Arabia is the largest nation in the region.

Despite its size, the Arabian Peninsula has
a small population. The reason is lack of wa-
ter. Except for some fertile areas on the

- mountainous southern coast, the peninsula is

a barren desert. Most people in the region
live around scattered oases. An casis is a fer-
tile desert area that has enough water to sup-
port plant and animal life.

The Arabian Peninsula plays a major role
in the world economy. Beneath its desert sur-
face lie huge amounts of oil. Due to the grow-
ing demand for oil, some countries in the re-
gion have gained great wealth,

The Arabian Peninsula is important for oth-
€ reasons, too. It is the birthplace of Islam,

Farming in a Dry Land  The Elburz
Mountains along Iran’s northern border block
winds that carry moisture from the north.
Thus, the land south of the mountains is
generally dry. However, melting snow from
the hillsides provides enough water for
farmers to grow limited crops of wheat and
barley. Geography What other geographic
features shown in this photograph would
Lmake farming difficult?

and the holy city of Mecca attracts Muslims
from around the globe.

Fertile Crescent. The Fertile Crescent is
an arc-shaped region that stretches from the
eastern Mediterranean along the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers to the Persian Gulf. Rich soil
and abundant water have made it a major
population center. One of the world’s earliest
civilizations emerged in the fertile Tigris-
Euphrates Valley.

The Fertile Crescent has few natural barri-
ers. Throughout history, invaders have con-
quered its fertile lands and rich cities. The
wealthiest settlements lay in Mesopotamia,
the “land between the rivers.” Other cities
grew up in Syria and Palestine, along the
Mediterranean coast.
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Clash Over the
Euphrates

A narrow band of green bor-
ders the rivers in the Middle East.
Beyond the reach of the waters lies
barren desert. Without water, the desert
will expand its hold on the land.

For nearly 6,000 years, the Euphrates Riv-
er, which rises in the mountains of eastern
Turkey and flows south through Syria and
Iraq, has been the source of life along its fer-
tile banks. Today, it is also a source of strife.

One day in January 1990, the president of
Turkey proudly began the process of filling
the new Atatiirk Reservoir with water from
the Euphrates. For several weeks, Turkey si-
phoned off 75 percent of the water that usu-
ally flowed through Syria and Iraq. Syria and
Iraq reacted angrily to this move, which they

In the spring or early summer, melting
snows from surrounding mountains some-
times cause the Tigris and Euphrates rivers to
flood. The flood waters spread fertile soil
over Mesopotamia. The flooding is unpre-
dictable, however. Some years, tremendous

said endangered both their agri-
A\, culture and their industry.

Euphrates it is kaey that has the up-
per hand. Turkey's plan to turn its south-

eastern provinces into the breadbasket of

the Middle East threatens Syria’s supply of
drinking water as well as its irrigation systems
and hydroelectric power plants.

As population grows in the Middle East,
the demands will become even greater and
the shortages more acute. Tensions in the re-
gion, already high because of political differ-
ences and age-old rivalries, will be heightened.

1. Why will the question of water rights con-
tinue to be an issue in the Middle East?

2. Synthesizing Information Using the
map and the information in the text, ex-
plain why Syria is concerned about the se-
curity of its water supply.

carry little water, which makes irrigation cliffi-
cult and causes crops to wither. Today, as in
the past, governments help farmers to build
dikes and canals to control the flooding.

Nile Valley. As you have read, the fertile
Nile Valley in northeastern Africa was a cradle
of ancient civilization. The Nile Valley enjoyed

flood waters sweep over farmlands, bringing
Bk disaster and cdeath. In other years, the rivers
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not possess. Forbidding deserts in the east
and west protected it from invaders, and the
flooding of the Nile River was both pre-
dictable and dependable.

In ancient times, trade and other contacts
linked Egyptians in the Nile Valley with the
peoples of the Fertile Crescent. From Egypt,
caravans and armies crossed the Sinai Penin-
sula, while ships sailed from Nile delta ports
to lands adjoining the Mediterranean.

The Maghreb. The Maghreb includes the
North African nations of Algeria, Tunisia, and
Morocco. Five other African nations—Libya,
Chad, Niger, Mali, and Mauritania—share geo-
graphic and cultural links with the Maghreb.

Maghreb comes from an Arab term mean-
ing “western isle.” To the early Arabs, this re-
gion, which lies west of the Arabian Peninsu-
la, seemed like an isolated land surrounded
by water, mountains, and deserts. During the
600s and 700s, Arab armies carried the reli-
gion of Islam to this “western isle.”

Among the chief features of the Maghreb
are the vast Sahara and the rugged Atlas
Mountains. Because of the scarcity of water,
both areas have few inhabitants. Most people
live along the Mediterranean coast, which has
fertile soil and plenty of rain.

The Maghreb has long been a major
crossroads. It commands the southern rim of
the Mediterranean as well as the gateway to
the Atlantic. Traders from the Maghreb ex-
changed goods from West Africa, Europe, and

: the Middle East,

Climate and Resources

Climate has dictated where people live in
the Middle East. Nearly all of the region is
desert. People have clustered in well-watered
areas along the coasts and in river valleys
where they irrigate and farm the land. Settle-

- Ments were scattered. Many separate nations

developed throughout the Middle East,
Adapting to scarcity. Lack of rainfall and

- Scarcity of water have shaped the cultures of

the Middle East. Less than 10 percent of the
land receives enough water to make farming
possible,

From earliest times, people built irriga-

- tion systems to carry water from rivers to

v

crops. Ancient Egyptians used the shaduf, a
simple water hoist, to transfer water from
ditches and canals to their fields. Modern
technology has improved on older irrigation
methods, and people have developed new
ones such as drip irrigation, which delivers a
measured amount of water to each plant. The
nations of the Arabian Peninsula also have in-
vested huge amounts of money in desalina-
tion plants, which convert the water from the
surrounding seas into fresh water. (See the
feature on page 613.)

0il. The Middle East has a variety of re-
sources, including salt, phosphate—which is
used in fertilizers—and copper. The most
valuable resource, however, is oil.

Oil is unevenly distributed across the re-
gion. As a result, great economic differences
exist between oil-rich countries and those
that lack oil.

Peoples

The Middle East is home to many different
peoples with a variety of languages, religions,
and traditions. Among the major languages
of the region are Arabic, Turkish, Hebrew, Kur-
dish, Persian, Greek, and Armenian. Religions

Water in Saudi Arabia  Sections of a pipeline
are waiting to be hooked up to carry fresh
water from a desalination plant. Pipelines carry
millions of gallons of treated water to such
inland cities as Riyadh. Scareity How has
scarcity of water affected the development of
nations in the Middle East?




include Islam, Christianity, and Judaism. The
region—including the Maghreb—consists of
19 countries and almost 350 million people.

Ethnic diversity. Arabs are the majority
group in many Middle Eastern countries. But
what is an Arab? Beginning in the mid-600s,
Arabs from the Arabian Peninsula conquered
many different peoples in the Middle East and
North Africa. Over time, the conquered peo-
ples adopted the Arabic language and many
adopted the religion of Islam. They, too, be-
came known as Arabs. Today, the term Arab is
used to describe anyone whose native lan-
guage is Arabic. Within this large group, howev-
er, Arabs may differ greatly from one another.

Besides Arabs, the Middle East is home to
other ethnic groups such as Turks, Iranians,
and Kurds. Some of these groups migrated to
the Middle East from other parts of Asia. They
all have their own languages and traditions.

Religious diversity. Islam is the religion
observed by the majority of people in the
Middle East. Most Arabs are Muslims. Many
non-Arabic people are also Muslims. For ex-
ample, most Iranians, Turks, and Kurds are
Muslims. Yet Islam itself is divided into differ-
ent sects, or groups. (See Chapter 26.)

A significant number of Christians live in
Egypt, Lebanon, Iraq, and Syria. Like Muslims,
these Christians belong to different sects.
They include Coptic, Greek Orthodox, and
Maronite Christians.

Judaism is the most ancient of the three
religions of the Middle East. In Israel, the ma-
jority of the people are Jewish. Many are de-
scended from recent European, Asian, and
North African immigrants.

SECTION ]l REVIEW

1. Locate: (a) Red Sea, (b) Persian Gulf,
(c) Tigris River, (d) Euphrates River,

(e) Nile River.

2. Identify: (a) Suez Canal, (b) Strait of
Hormiuz, (c) Asia Minor, (d) Fertile
Crescent, (e) Mesopotamia.

3. Define: oasis.

4. Why does the Middle East have strategic
importance?
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. (a) What are the five main physical regions

in the Middle East? (b) Describe two
features of each region.

. (a) Where do most people in the Middie

East live? (b) Why is the population so
unevenly distributed?

. Understanding Causes and Effects How

has location contributed to cultural
diversity in the Middle East?

. Writing Across Cultures Keep a record of
your use of water for one day. Then list
five ways in which your life would be

different if water were as scarce in your
area as it is in parts of the Middle East.

!  EARLY

| CIVILIZATIONS
* What civilizations developed in the

Tigris-Euphrates Valley?

What were the major achievements of
ancient Mesopotamian civilizations?

How did trade and warfare affect
Middle Eastern civilizations?

How did the Greek and Roman cultures
blend with the culture of the
Middle East?

Vocabulary ziggurat, scribe,
cuneciform, satrap

Y hatever I had of gold I loadec
aboard the ship;

Whatever I had of the seed of all
living creatures I loaded aboard.
After I had caused all my family and
relations to go up into the ship,

I caused the game of the field, the
beasts of the field, and all the

craftsmen to go into it. . . .

I entered the ship and closed my
door. §9



N

These lines are from an ancient poem
called the Epic of Gilgamesh. The poem was
composed in about 2000 B.c. and includes
many stories and myths from the Middle East.
In the episode quoted here, Utnapishtim tells
how he and his family escaped by boat from a
savage flood that swept across the delta of
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.

Devastating floods were a frequent occur-
rence in the Tigris-Euphrates Valley. Control-
ling these floods required large-scale cooper-
ation. This need to work together contributed
to the rise of the earliest civilizations in the
Middle East.

Sumerian Civilization

The first civilization in the Middle East
was that of Sumer, in the fertile Tigris-
Euphrates delta. As in other early civilizations,
rich soil, rivers filled with fish, and a ready
source of water for irrigation attracted early
settlers. They lived by raising grain and dates.
Working together, farmers drained swamps
and controlled flood waters by building dikes
and canals.

City-states. By about 3500 B.c., the most
successful farming settlements had grown in-
to powerful city-states. Each city-state con-
trolled the farmlands that surrounded it. It

- drew this picture of

& Sumerian Ziggurat
~Large temple complexes
“were the center of life
~inithe Sumerian city-
states. A modern artist

 the ziggurat at Ur based

- on the discoveries of

* archaeologists and

" historians.  Technology
What evidence do
zZiggurats provide about
Sumerian building skills?

had its own ruler as well as its special god or
goddess, laws, and army. Rival city-states such
as Erech, Ur, and Kish often fought each oth-
er. ( [_L]See Connections With Literature,
page 807, “Prologue” and “The Battle With
Humbaba.”)

Religion. Sumerians believed that the
gods were all-powerful. If the gods were an-
gry, they sent disasters such as floods and
disease. As a result, Sumerian priests were
very important. Only they knew the prayers,
hymns, and other rituals that were needed to
keep the gods happy.

The chief building in each city-state was
the ziggurat, a huge, many-tiered temple.
From the ziggurat, priests controlled the daily
lives of the people. They collected taxes in the
form of crops. They used grain as offerings to
the gods and to support the many activities of
the temple. At temple schools, young men
learned to read and write. They then became
scribes, who kept the temple records.

A system of writing. Like other advanced
ancient peoples, the Sumerians developed a
system of writing. Writing enabled people to
record information pertaining to trade, gov-
ernment, and ideas. Writing was also an im-
portant tool for cultural diffusion. With a writ-
ing system, the Sumerians could transfer
ideas to other people and places.
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MAP STUDY
Several |mp0rtant ear[y cwlhzatlons developed
in the Fertile Crescent of the: Middle East. The

contributions of these cultures aiso spread to
other world regions. :

1. Locatlon (a) What was the earliest
civilization in the Middle East?
(b) Describe its relative location.

2. Interaction How might you explain the
location of the cities shown on the map?

3. Synthesizing Information How did trade
and warfare encourage cultural diffusion
among the peoples of the anment Middle
East?

At first, Sumerian writing was in the form
of pictographs. To write “ox,” for example,
the scribe would draw an ox head. In time,
the Sumerians added phonetic symbols to
represent sounds. This made it possible for
them to represent both objects, such as ta-
bles and chairs, and ideas, such as heaven,
distance, and anger.

Sumerians wrote on clay tablets. They
used a stylus, or sharpened reed, to cut
wedge-shaped symbols into wet clay. The clay
was then hardened by baking. The Romans,
who conquered the Middle East much later,

PSR Chapter 25 q

called this ancient writing conziioms (kyog
Nee uh form), from the Latin word cuneus,
meaning “wedge.”

Cuneiform gradually spread across the
Fertile Crescent. Archaeologists have found
thousands of cuneiform tablets that record
laws, prayers, treaties, medical knowledge
and other information. Some tablets date
from Sumerian times. Others are the records
of later civilizations.

Other achievements. The Sumerians made
many advances that influenced later peoples,
They were the first people who were known
to have used the wheel, and they invented
the sail. Sumerian wheeled carts and sailing
ships carried trade goods and knowledge
across the region and even beyond, to the In-
dus Valley in South Asia.

The Sumerians also invented the plow
and developed an accurate calendar. They
used arithmetic and geometry to survey
fields. They set up a system of measurement
based on the number 60. Because of the
Sumerians, people today use the 60-second
minute, 60-minute hour, and 360° circle.

Warfare and Trade
Spread Culture

The Fertile Crescent has few natural barri-
ers, and throughout its long history, a pattern
emerged. Nomadic people from the high-
lands were attracted to the fertile river valleys
and rich cities of the plains. They conquered
the settled lands. Over time, they adopted
the advanced civilization of the peoples they
defeated, adding their own ideas and beliefs
to those they found.

Despite the frequent turmoil of the re-
gion, trade flourished across wide areas. Over
thousands of years, warfare and trade created
a rich blend of cultures in the Middle East.

A code of law. In about 1700 B.C., the
Babylonians, under King Hammurabi (hah
moo raH bee), conquered much of the Fertile
Crescent. To provide justice throughout his
large empire, Hammurabi drew up a single
code of law, replacing the many law codes of
earlier peoples.



Hammurabi’s Code included 282 laws.
They regulated economic, social, and moral
affairs. The purpose of the code, Hammurabi
declared, was:

6¢ Lo cause justice to prevail in the land,
to destroy the wicked and the evil, to
prevent the strong from oppressing
the weak . . . and to further the wel-
fare of the people. 9%

The code distinguished berween major and
minor crimes. It also tried to make the punish-
ment fit the crime. The basic principle of pun-
ishment was “an eye for an eye and a tooth for
a tooth.” If one person blinded another, he or
she would be blinded as punishment.

Hammurabi had these laws carved in
stone and placed where everyone could read
them. His law code became an example for
later peoples and served as a foundation for
future codes of law.

The spread of iron. In about 1500 B.c., the
Hittites marched into the Fertile Crescent
from their homeland in Asia Minor. After they
conquered the region, they adopted cunei-
form and absorbed other ideas from the
Babylonians. The Hittites carried Mesopo-
tamian culture back to Asia Minor, where it
later influenced the Greeks.

The Hittites are best known in history for
their mastery of iron. In fact, iron helped

. them win their empire. Their strong iron

weapons gave them an advantage over ene-
mies armed with soft bronze spears and
shields. The Hittites tried to keep the tech-
nology of iron making a secret, but it soon
spread to other peoples.

The Phoenician alphabet. While the Hit
tites ruled the Fertile Crescent, the Phoeni-
cians (fuh NEE shuhns) moved into what is
now Lebanon. They set up small city-states
along the eastern Mediterranean coast and
€arned a living through commerce and trade.
They never built an empire, but hardy
Phoenician traders sailed the Mediterranean
Sea, planting colonies from North Africa to
Spain. Today, the Phoenicians are known as
the “carriers of civilization” because they

spread the culture of the ancient Middle East
across a wide area.

The Phoenicians developed an alphabet
that eventually evolved into the one we use
today. Unlike the many signs in Egyptian hi-
eroglyphics, the Phoenician alphabet used
just 22 symbols and was easy to learn. About
800 B.C., the Greeks adopted the Phoenician
alphabet and added four symbols. Later, the
Romans adapted the Greek alphabet, which
was then passed on to the western world.
The Phoenicians also passed their alphabet to
other peoples of the Middle East, including
the Hebrews, Persians, and Arabs.

The Persian Empire

By 500 B.c., the Persians had conquered a
vast empire that stretched from Asia Minor to
the Indus Valley. As you have read, the emper-
or Darius I developed an efficient system of
government to rule the diverse peoples of his
empire. Later rulers modeled their govern-
ments on the Persian system.

Government. Darius divided his empire
into 20 provinces. Each province rou ghly cor-
responded (o the homeland of a particular
group of people. The Persians tolerated diver-
sity among the peoples they conquered, al-
lowing them to keep their own languages,
customs, and religions.

The governor, or satrap, of each province
was responsible for collecting taxes and for
keeping order. To check on the satraps, Dar-
lus sent special inspectors, known as the
“eyes and ears of the king,” on regular tours
of the empire.

Communications and trade. The Persians
improved and expanded the road system built
by earlier peoples. On the main roads connect-
ing the four capital cities of the Persian Empire
stood relay stations. There, royal messengers
could get fresh horses as they quickly spread
news and information across the empire,

Peace and good roads encouraged trade.
To further promote trade, Darius set up a
uniform system of coinage—that is, he estab-
lished a standard value for each coin. Metal
coins were first introduced to the Middle East
by the Lydians, who lived on the Anatolian
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At its height, the Persian Empire extended into Europe, Africa, and Asia.
1. Place (a) What river bordered the empire on the east? (b) What body of water
bordered it on the west? |
2. Movement (a) Name the two capitals that were connected by the Great Royal
Road. (b) Why do you think the road was important?
3. Comparing Like the Persians, the Incas in South America built roads to unite their
empire. (a) In what ways were the roads of these two civilizations similar? (b) In .

what ways were they different?

Plateau. The idea of coined money soon
spread. Merchants found coins easier to
count, store, and carry than the bulky goodls
they had been using for barter, or trade.

Zoroaster and the
Forces of
Good and Evil

' Zoroaster (zoh roh as tuhr),
20 288 (he founder of the ancient
Persian religion Zoroastrianism, is a figure
shrouded in mystery. Scholars think he lived
in about 600 B.C. Although we know little
about him, his ideas influenced many peo-

n Chapter 25 \ \

ples, including the ancient Greeks, Hebrews,
and Christians.

In ancient Persia, farmers and herders be-
lieved that many gods controlled the forces
of nature. They relied on priests, called Magi
(May jT), to win the favor of these gods.

According to legend, the Magi learned
that a child named Zoroaster* had been born
who would destroy their idols and magic.
They seized the child and placed him on 2
burning altar, but the fire did not harm the
boy. They then left him in the path of a herd
of cattle, but the cows turned aside, leaving
him unharmed.

* [n Persian, he was called Zarathustra.
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When the child grew up, he became a
healer, visiting the poor and the sick. Like the
Buddha and other great thinkers of the an-
cient world, Zoroaster sought to understand
why misery and suffering existed alongside
good in the world. One day, Zoroaster had a
vision that proclaimed:

¢¢é From good must come good; and
from evil must come evil, §%

As a result of this vision, Zoroaster became
convinced that the world was a battleground
between good and evil. The forces of good
were led by the god Ahura Mazda (ah Hoo ruh
maHz duh). The god Ahriman (a4 rih muhn)
commanded the forces of evil. Ahura Mazda
appeared to Zoroaster many times. Each per-
son must choose whether to fight on the side
of good or evil, Ahura Mazda instructed.

For 10 years, Zoroaster traveled the land,
spreading the message of Ahura Mazda. Few
people listened, however,

At last, Zoroaster reached the kingdom of
Bactria. There, he asked to see King Vishtaspa.

A Gelden Bull  In Zoroastrianism, the bull was
linked with Ahura Mazda. Priests carried this
bull's head on a staff to symbolize their
leadership in the war against the forces of evil.
Priests encouraged people to perform good
deeds, such as giving alms and protecting
animals. Choice How do you think Vishtaspa's
conversion strengthened Zoroastrianism?

é¢ ‘And who are you?” asked the guard.
‘Go, and tell King Vishtaspa that I,

[Zoroaster], have come to preach the
True Religion, the religion of the Holy
One, Ahura Mazda, and to turn him
and his court away from the worship
of idols to the worship of the Benefi-
cent One.” %%

For three days, Zoroaster spoke to the
king and his court about the struggle be-
tween the forces of good and evil. Said
Zoroaster:

é¢ ‘There will come a day, the Judgment
Day, when Ahura Mazda will conquer
and banish Ahriman.’

And when will that be?’ asked the
king's chief priest.

‘When man allies himself with Ahu-
ra Mazda and helps him to banish all
that is evil, all that is darkness, and all
that is death.” 99

In the end, King Vishtaspa had his scribes
write down everything Zoroaster had said.
These writings became known as the Zend-
Avesta. Vishtaspa then made the teachings of
Zoroaster the official religion of the land.
These teachings played a major role in en-
couraging the Persians to treat conquered
peoples in a humane way. B

Greek and Roman Influences

The civilizations of Greece and Rome
added to the rich blend of cultures in the an-
cient Middle East.* In 334 B.c., Alexander of
Macedonia set out to conquer the world.
Macedonia is a mountainous region north of
Greece. Alexander led his armies into Asia Mi-
nor, Syria, Palestine, and Egypt. He defeated
the powerful Persian Empire and pushed as
far east as the Indus Valley.

Hellenistic civilization. Alexander died in
323 B.C., and his empire was divided among
his generals. Alexander’s most lasting achieve-
ment, however, was not military but cultural.

.

* You will read about the Greek and Roman civilizations
in Chapter 29,
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Persian Gulf to the Atlantic. The movement of
people and goods that resulted increased the
spreacd of ideas and technologies. The Ro.
mans carried their ideas about law and goy-
ernment as well as their engineering and
building skills eastward. At the same time,
Egyptian and Persian styles, beliefs, and tradi-
tions flowed westward. As you will read, fol-
lowers of a new religion, Christianity, also
spread their beliefs across the vast Roman
Empire.

Byzantine Empire. By A.n. 395, the Roman
Empire had split into two parts. The eastern
half, which became known as the Byzantine
Empire, included Greece, Asia Minor, Egypt,
and the eastern Fertile Crescent. From their
capital at Constantinople, Byzantine emper-
ors ruled much of the Middle East for the
next 1,000 years. Their rich civilization blend-
ed Middle Eastern, Roman, Greek, and Chris-
tian icleas.

Alsxandsr the Great  This drawing of
i Alexander with his troops is from a French
manuscript of the Middle Ages. Alexander,
wishing to unite the peoples he ruled in

Greece and Persia, married a Persian e
princess. His soldiers also had Persian wives. . : :
| Power Why might Alexander’'s marriage have 1. Locates {a) Sumer (b) Persian Empire,

helped unite his empire? (c) Al(-axandria. _ |
: 2. Identify: (a) Hammurabi, (b) Hittites,

(c) Phoenicians, (d) Zoroaster,

(e) Hellenistic civilization, (f) Byzantine
Empire.

Define: (a) ziggurat, (b) scribe,

REVIEW

His conquests paved the way for the blending
i of Greek civilization with the cultures of the 3

ancient Middle East. That new culture is (c) cuneiform, (d) satrap.

i known today as Hellenistic civilization. 4. What conditions favored the development
1l One center of Hellenistic civilization was of civilization in the Tigris-Euphrates

H Alexandria, Egypt. There, merchants and Valley?

1 scholars gathered from all over the Mediter- 5. Describe four achievements of ancient

e ranean world as well as from distant parts of Middle Eastern civilizations.

Give one example of how trade spread
cultural ideas and one example of how
warfare spread ideas.

Applying Information How is Hellenistic
civilization an example of cultural
diffusion?

il the Middle East. In Alexandria’s great library, 6.

It scholars pursued research in science, mathe-

martics, medicine, and philosophy that contin-

ues to influence the world today. 7.
Roman conquest. From its base in Italy,

the powerful Roman Empire expanded east-

ward. By a.p. 115, it ruled much of the Middle
East, including Asia Minor, the Nile Valley, and
the Fertile Crescent.

Under Roman rule, trade flourished
across a huge area that stretched from the

8. Writing Across Cultures The Phoenicians
were “carriers of civilization” because they
spread ideas through commerce. List five
ways in which Americans have been
“carriers of civilization.”

i
i
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JUDAISM AND
CHRISTIANITY

_EIN .

What were the main religious beliefs
of the ancient Hebrews?

How did Judaism influence
Christianity?

What were the teachings of Jesus?

Why did Christianity attract a large
following?

Vocabulary messiah, parable,

Mariyr, pope

En about 1800 B.c.,* drought and famine
drove some nomadic Hebrews from Canaan
(later called Palesting), on the eastern Mediter-
ranean coast. They migrated to Egypt, where
they were eventually enslaved. After many
years, a great leader, Moses, helped the He-
brews escape from Egypt. He led them into
the Sinai Peninsula. There, according to He-
brew tradition, Moses heard the voice of God:

6é Now then, if you will obey Me faith-
fully and keep My covenant, you shall
be My treasured possession among all
the peoples. Indeed, all the earth is
Mine, but you shall be to Me a king-
dom of priests and a holy nation. §%

The Hebrews believed that God had
macle a covenant, or binding agreement, with
Moses. Under this agreement, the Hebrews
accepted God as the ruler of heaven and
Earth. In return, God made the Hebrews the
chosen people on Earth.

The Hebrews set up a small state in the
area of Canaan. The Hebrew political state
lasted for a relatively short time. The ancient

* Many scholars use the terms B.C.E., before the com-
mon era, and c.E., common era, instead of 5.c. and A.D.

Hebrews were eventually called Jews, from
the name Judea given to their land. Jewish re-
ligious and cultural beliefs still influence the
world today.

The Kingdom of Israel

After the Hebrews emerged from the
Sinai Peninsula, they migrated into the Fertile
Crescent. In about 1025 B.c., they formed the
kingdom of Israel. Ancient Israel was located
in Canaan, between Egypt and Mesopotamia.
As a result, it was frequently threatened by in-
vaders. Under its two greatest kings, David
and Solomon, however, Israel flourished.

King David was a skilled general. He uni-
fied Israel and made it a power in the Middle
East. David's son, Solomon, was noted for his
wisdom, and his reign was marked by peace.
Solomon transformed the city of Jerusalem

—
Ancient Jerusalem The tower and city wall

beyond this gateway are among the few
remains of ancient Jerusalem. Only one wall
of the great temple built by Solomon still
stands.  Culture Why do you think many
Jews visit these ancient monuments?




into a magnificent capital. There, he built
palaces and a great temple dedicated to God.
The outer walls of the temple were made of
stone, but inside the walls were made of
wood covered with gold.

Conquest. To pay for his many building
projects, Solomon taxed the people heavily.
Discontent grew, and after Solomon’s death
in 930 B.C., revolts weakened the kingdom.
Foreign rulers soon conquered Israel and
forced the Hebrews into exile.

When the Persians conquered the Fertile
Crescent in 500 B.c., they allowed the He-
brews to return to Israel. The Hebrews rebuilt
Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem. However,
they came under the rule of one foreign

Mienorah in Stained Glass The menorah, a
seven-branched candleholder, was used in
Jewish worship by the time of the exodus from
Egypt. The menorah became a symbol of both
the Jews’ exile and their freedom from
captivity. Today, it appears on the coat of arms
of the Jewish state of Israel. =~ Culture What
teachings of Judaism set Jews apart from
other early Middle Eastermn peoples?
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people after another. After the Persians, the
Greeks and then the Romans ruled Palestine.

The diaspora. In A.D. 70, the Jews, as the
Hebrews came to be called, revolted against
Roman rule. In a savage war, many Jews were
killed. The Romans forced the survivors oyt
of Palestine. The scattering of Jews through-
out the world is called the diaspora.

In their scattered communities, Jews pre-
served their religious and cultural traditions.
Throughout the centuries, they made impor-
tant contributions to science, medicine, busi-
ness, and the arts in Europe, Africa, Asia, and
the Americas.

Teachings of Judaism

Hebrew beliefs developed slowly over
time. Unlike nearby peoples, the Hebrews
were monotheistic—that is, they believed in
one God. The Hebrews called their God Yah-
weh. He was the Creator and ruler of the uni-
verse. The Hebrews recorded their early his-
tory as well as the moral and religious laws of
God in their sacred book, the Torah.*

The importance of law. The Hebrews be-
lieved that God had chosen them as a special
people. In the Torah, they recorded how God
gave them the Ten Commandments while
they were wandering in the Sinai Peninsula.
The Ten Commandments are religious and
ethical, or moral, laws. They urge people to
respect and honor God. They also forbid
stealing, lying, cheating, and murder.

The Torah recorded many other laws and
set out the duties that people owed to God
and to their fellow human beings. Like Ham-
murabi’s Code, the laws of the Torah outlined
standards of conduct for everyday life. The
Torah differed from Hammurabi's Code in sig-
nificant ways, however. For example, al-
though slavery was accepted everywhere at
that time, the Torah required Hebrews to
treat slaves with kindness.

Ethical world view. The religious beliefs of
the Hebrews came to be called Judaism. A
major feature of Judaism is its ethical world
# Much later, Christians aclopted the Torah as the first
five books of the Bible.




view—that is, the belief that people and their
rulers should lead moral lives.

Religious teachers, called prophets, re-
minded the Jews of their duties. Whenever
Jews strayed from God’s laws, the prophets
warned of God’s anger and punishment.
They insisted that rulers, as well as common
people, must obey God'’s laws. Unlike many
other Middle Eastern peoples, the Jews did
not regard their rulers as gods.

Judaism also taught that individuals were
responsible for their actions. The teachings of
Zoroaster influenced the Jews. Like Zoroastri-
ans, Jews believed that people had to choose
between good and evil.

Rise of Christianity

Palestine, the homeland of the Jews, gave
rise to another major religion—Christianity.
Christianity grew out of Jewish traditions.

Life of Jesus. Jesus, the founder of Chris-
tianity, was born in Palestine while it was un-
der Roman rule. The story of the life of Jesus
comes from Christian sources called the
Gospels, which were written by his followers
after his death. According to the Gospels, Je-
sus was born in Bethlehem, a small town near
Jerusalem. As a young man, he learned car-
pentry and studied with rabbis—Jewish schol-
ars and teachers.

When he was about 30 years old, Jesus
became a preacher, teaching the poor about
God’s goodness and mercy. The Gospels
record that he performed miracles such as
healing the sick and raising the dead.

Jesus attracted many disciples, or follow-
ers. The Jewish prophets had predicted that
amessizh, or one anointed by God, would
deliver the Jews from foreign rule and restore
the kingdom of Israel. Some Jews believed
that Jesus was the Messiah. Most Jewish lead-
ers, however, rejected that view. They saw
Jesus as a troublemaker who opposed tradi-
tional laws.

As Jesus’ popularity grew, Roman officials
became worried. To them, Jesus was a rebel.
Although Jesus taught respect for the Roman
emperor, like all Jews, he refused to accept the
emperor as a god. In A.D. 33, Jesus was arrest-
ed. He was sentenced to die by crucifixion, a

1V

Roman method of execution. Jesus was nailed
to a wooden cross and left to die of exposure.

Teachings of Jesus. The teachings of Jesus
were rooted in the Jewish tradition of mono-
theism. Jesus preached belief in one God, the
God of the Jews. He also upheld the
Ten Commandments of the Hebrews as God’s
law.

At the same time, Jesus put special em-
phasis on certain beliefs. He stressed love for
God and compassion for other people. He of-
fered his followers a forgiving God who was
the loving father of all people, rich and poor,
Jew and non-Jew. In the eyes of God, said Je-
sus, everyone was equal. He taught that peo-
ple who were humble, merciful, and unselfish
would be rewarded with eternal life.

Jesus used parables, or short stories with
simple moral lessons, to teach people to be
kind to one another. He warned that acquiring
wealth on Earth did not guarantee salvation.

Spread of Christianity

Jesus’ followers believed that he was the
Son of God, and in the years after his death,
they preserved his teachings. In time, these
teachings were collected in the New Testa-
ment. The followers of Jesus became known
as Christians, from the Greek word Chrisios,
meaning “anointed.”

From its small beginnings in Palestine,
Christianity spread across the Roman world.
Missionaries like Peter and Paul worked hard
to spread Jesus’ message. In their travels, they
benefited from the good roads and peaceful
conditions that existed under Roman rule.

Persecution. In general, the Romans toler-
ated the religious beliefs of the diverse peo-
ples they ruled. They looked on Christians,
however, with suspicion because Christians
refused to show respect for Roman gods. As a
result, Christians were often persecuted. Dur-
ing the early centuries of Christianity, thou-
sands of Christians became mariyrs. people
who suffer or die for their beliefs.

Persecution failed to destroy Christianity,
however. Instead, its numbers grew. As one
Roman observed, “The blood of the martyrs
is the seed of the Christian Church.” Finally,
in A.D. 313, the Roman emperor Constantine
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converted to Christianity and ended the per-
secution of Christians. By a.n. 395, Christian-
ity had become the official religion of the
Roman Empire.

Appeal of Christianity. Why did Christiani-
ty appeal to people? For many people, both
rich and poor, the new religion offered hope
of salvation and eternal life. The Christian be-
lief that each person could achieve salvation
through moral choices gave people a sense of
control over their destiny. The poor found
comfort in Jesus' teaching that all believers
were equal in the eyes of God.

The Christian Church. Christian ideas de-
veloped over a period of centuries. In time, a
formal church was organized. At first, the
highest Church officials were bishops. Even-
tually, the bishop of Rome became the head
of the Church. He took the title pope. or fa-
ther of the Church.

The Byzantine Church. As you have read,
the Roman Empire was divided by a.p. 395,
and the eastern half eventually became the
Byzantine Empire. The Byzantine emperor re-
fused to recognize the pope in Rome as the
head of the Christian Church. instead, the em-
peror controlled the Church himself. In time,
the Christian Church also split into two parts:
the Roman Catholic Church, with its center in

m Chapter 25 \ '

Shepherd  The image

g of Jesus as shepherd
- comforted early Chris-
tians and strengthened

_ their faith, especially
during the Roman
persecutions. In the
Bible, Jesus tells the

| parable of the good
‘shepherd protecting

 his flock, and adds, “|
am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd

| lays down his life for
~his sheep." Culture

Why might parables be

.a good way to teach

moral lessons?

Rome, and the Eastern Orthodox Church,
which was centered in Constantinople.

SECTION

1. Ildentify: (a) Moses, (b) Solomon,

(c) Torah, (d) Ten Commandments,

(e) Jesus, (f) Gospels, (g) Eastern

Orthodox Church.

Define: (a) messiah, (b) parable,

(c) martyr, (d) pope.

3. (a) List three beliefs that were held by the
ancient Hebrews. (b) What was the ethical
world view of Judaism?

4. (a) How did Christian beliefs reflect
Hebrew traditions? (b) What ideas did
Jesus emphasize?

5. Give three reasons for the spread of
Christianity.

6. Analyzing Ideas Review this statement by
an early Roman: “The blood of the martyrs
is the seed of the Christian Church.” (a)
What do you think he meant? (b) Why
might this be true?

7. Writing Across Cuitures List five teachings

from Judaism and Christianity that

influence the values of Americans in

their everyday lives.
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Match each term at left with the correct definition at right.

0asis
ziggurat
cuneiform
messiah
parable
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. Why has the Middle East been called “the

crossroads of the world”?

. (a) Compare the geography of the Fertile Cres-

cent with that of the Iranian Plateau. (b) How
did geography influence each region’s history?

. (&) Why are Arabs the majority group in

most of the Middle East? (b) Which religion
is observed by the majority of people?

. Why are the Phoenicians known as the “car-

riers of civilization”?

. (a) What were the basic beliefs of Zoroastri-

anism? (b) How did the teachings of Zoro-
aster influence Judaism?

. What is the Jewish diaspora?
. (2) Why did the Romans distrust Jesus? (b)

How did they treat the early Christians? (c)
How did the Eastern Orthodox Church
come into being?

. Geographic factors played an important role

in the development of Middle Eastern cul-
tures. Discuss two ways in which each of the
following helped to shape the cultures of the
Middle East: (a) location, (b) water resources.

. The Middle East was the home of several early

civilizations, including Sumer, Persia, and
Egypt, which you read about in Chapter 3.
Select two civilizations and describe each in
terms of the following: (2) government, (b) re-
ligion, (c) achievements, (d) cultural diffusion.

. Linking Past and Present

savior chosen by God

many-tiered temple of the Sumerians
short story with a simple moral lesson
fertile area in a desert

Sumerian writing

3. Judaism and Christianity first arose in the

Middle East. (2) Describe the basic beliefs of
Judaism. (b) Explain how Christianity is
rooted in Hebrew traditions. (¢) Discuss
two ways in which Christianity differs from
Judaism.

. Synthesizing Give three examples of cul-

tural diffusion in the ancient Middle East.
King Ham-
murabi drew up his code of laws to provide
justice in his empire. How does Hammura-
bi's concept of justice compare with our
concept of justice today? Give examples to il-
lustrate your answer.

. Making Global Connections Describe

three achievements of Middle Eastern civi-
lizations that play a role in your life today.

. Reading a Map Study the map on page

560. (a) What is the subject of the map? (b)
How many miles did the Persian Empire ex-
tend from east to west? How many kilome-
ters? (c) What were the capitals of the Per-
sian Empire? (d) Why do you think the
Persians created four separate capitals? (See
Skill Lesson, page 48.)

. Understanding Causes and Effecis List

two causes and two effects of the develop-
ment of ancient civilizations in the Middle
East. (See Skill Lesson, page 628.)

l
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Chapter 26

i left Tangier [Morocco],
my birthplace, on Thursday,
2nd Rajab, 725 [June 14,
1325], being at that time 22
years of age, with the inten-
tion of -fhalﬂn'g- the Pilgrim- -
age to the Holy House at

Mecca -and the Tomb of the
-Prophet at Medina. 99 :
For almost 30 years Ibn Ba
tuta traveled around the world:

During the course of his travel
he met at least 60 monarchs an
hundreds of govemors and oth

dignitaries. Traveling both on foot
and by camel caravan, he covere
more than 75,000 miles.

Alone or in the company "of
merchants and pilgrims, Ibn Ba
tuta visited the Nile Valley, the Fe
tile Crescent, Asia Minor, Indi:
China, and West Africa. Almost all

islain’s Holiest Shrine  Muslim pilgrims from all over the lands he visited were unde
the world travel to Mecca in Saudi Arabia. This ceramic ! 4 Fil Book:
tile shows a plan for Mecca's holiest site, the Kaaba. A Muslim rule. His colorful boo :
cubelike black structure, the Kaaba is in a courtyard that Travels 111 Asig crid Aﬁ-'z'c@ pro- -
can hold 300,000 worshippers.  Diversity Why is
Mecca such an important center of Islam?

h Chapter 26 ‘ 0‘

vides a fascinating record of his :

adventures. It is also an invaluable -




source of information about the
diverse cultures and peoples of the
Muslim world.

HAPTER PERSPECTIVE

By the early 1300s, the reh’gion of
Islam had spread to many parts of
the globe. Trade and travel flour-
ished as Muslim pilgrims like Ibn
Battuta made the pilgrimage to
Mecca. Although the people of the
region shared a common religion,
the peoples and cultures of the
Middle East remained as diverse as
they had been in ancient times.

ﬂr“»‘ 5

As you read, look for these chapter
themes:

B Islam was the third major religion
to emerge in the Middle East and to
spread its message throughout the
world. e
B Islamic civilization preserved the
cultures of the ancient world and al-
- so made important contributions of
its own.
B The Arabs and later the Ottomans
created vast empires that ruled di-
verse peoples in the Middle East
and North Africa.
B European imperialism fueled na-
tionalist movements among the
peoples of the Middle East.

ii terature - Connections
In this chapter, you will encounter
selections from the following works.

Ibn Battuta, Travels in Asia and
Africa

Koran

Ibn al-Athir, Sumn of World History

For other suggestions, see Connections
With Literature, pages 804-808.

THE WORLD OF
ISLAM

What are the basic teachings of

Islam?
Why did Islam spread rapidly?

Why did Islam split into different
branches?

What were some achievements of
Islamic civilization?

Vocabulary hejira, hajj, caliph

£ ¥V Suhammad grew up during an age of vi-
olence and lawlessness. Troubled by the evil
and corruption he saw in the world, he often
withdrew to a cave to fast and pray. Accord-
ing to Muslim belief, one day, while praying,
Muhammad heard a voice call out, telling
him to “Proclaim.” The voice was that of the
angel Gabriel sent by God. Alarmed and puz-
zled, Muhammad asked, “What shall 1 pro-
claim?” The angel replied:

6é Proclaim—in the name of your God,
the Creator,
Who created man from a clot of
congealed blood.
Proclaim! Your God is most generous,
He who has taught man by the pen
Things he knew not. %%

Gabriel told Muhammad that he was to
be a prophet of God. Deeply shaken, Muham-
mad returned home. Encouraged by his wife,
Khadija, he began telling people about the re-
ligion of Islam. The words Gabriel spoke to
Muhammad over the next 12 years became
the Koran, the holy book of Islam.

During the 600s and 700s, Islam spread
across the Middle East and beyond, into
Africa, Asia, and Europe. Today, Islam remains
a powerful influence in the world. Almost one
fifth of the world’s people are Muslims.

Chapter 26 ”
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The Rise of islam

[slam emerged in the Arabian Peninsula.
The region is largely a desert. Unlike the rich
plains of the Fertile Crescent, the harsh envi-
ronment of Arabia could not support large
empires. The region was an important Cross-
roacls for trade, however.

The setting. At the time of Muhammad,
some Arabs lived as nomadic herders. Others
lived in towns located at some oases and
along the coasts. The two leading towns were
Mecca and Yathrib. Located on the busy cara-
van route that linked the southern tip of Ara-
bia with the Mediterranean Sea, these towns
prospered as centers of trade.

Mecca also benefited from a constant flow
of pilgrims. They came to worship at the Kaa-
ba, a sacred shrine that housed the images of

fubarmnad Jowrnsys 1o Paradiss  According
to Islam, Muhammad ascended to heaven
from a rock in the city of Jerusalem. In‘A.D.
691, a shrine known as the Dome of the
Rock was built ‘over the holy site. The inside
of the shrine is decorated with mosaics that
contain inscriptions from the Koran. -

Change How is Islam similar to Judaism and
Christianity? ;

2)

the many Arab gods. Also in the Kaaba wgg
the sacred Black Stone, a meteorite that Arabs
believe was sent from heaven.

The prophet Muhammad. Muhammag
was born in Mecca in about 570. His parents
cdied when he was still a child, and he wag
raised by an uncle. As a young man, Muham-
mad worked for a wealthy widow named
Khadija (kah peg jah), leading trade caravans
across the desert to Palestine and Syria. Whenp
he was about 25, he and Khadija married.

Khadija recognized that Muhammad had
deep spiritual qualities. She encouraged him
to spend time away from the world in prayer
and fasting. During one of these retreats,
when Muhammad was about 40 years old, he
heard the voice of Gabriel ordering him to
“proclaim,” or preach, to all people.

The experience frightened Muhammad.
When he returned home, he confided in
Khadija. She urged him to accept the mission
that God had entrusted to him. Determined
to do his duty as God's prophet, Muhammad
set out to spread the message of the one God.

At first, Muhammad won few converts.
The Arabs of Mecca rejected the icea that
there was only one God. Muhammad’s mes-
sage also angered the town’s merchants and
innkeepers. They were afraid that if they gave
up their traditional gods, the profitable pil-
grim traffic to Mecca would encdl.

In 622, after Khadija's death, Muhammad
and his followers were forced to leave Mecca.
They went to Yathrib, where Muhammad was
welcomed as a respected leader. Later, the
name Yathrib was changed to Medina, or “city
of the prophet.”

The hejira. The migration of Muhammad
and his followers from Mecca to Medina be-
came known as the hejira (hih 1 ruh). The
hejira was a turning point in Islam. It marked
the beginning of the expansion of Islam. After
Muhammad’s death, his followers chose the
year of the hejira as the first year of the Mus-
lim calendar.

In Medina, Muhammad increased his fol-
lowing. In 630, he returned to Mecca with a
strong army and captured the city. “Truth has
come and falsehood has vanished,” Muham-
mad declared as he smashed the images of
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the gods in the Kaaba. He then dedicated the
Black Stone to God. Before his death in 632,
Muhammad had carried Islam across the Ara-
bian Peninsula and brought most of the re-
gion under his control.

Teachings of Islam

The basic message of Islam is summed up
in the Arabic expression La ilaha illa Allah:
Mubammadun rasulu Allab—“No god but
God: Muhammad is the prophet of God.”
The word Islam means “submission.” A Mus-
lim is someone who submits to God.

Five Pillars. In submitting to God, Mus-
lims accept five duties, known as the Five Pil-
lars of Islam. As their first duty, Muslims pro-
claim their belief in one God. Further, they
accept that God revealed his message to
Muhammad. Muslims honor many prophets,
including Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. To
Muslims, Muhammad is the last and most im-
portant prophet. Although Muslims honor Mu-
hammad, they do not worship him as a god.

A Muslim’s second duty is prayer. Five
times a day, Muslims face the holy city of Mec-
ca and pray. Charity to the poor and the aged
is the third duty. The fourth duty is fasting
during the holy month of Ramadan. Ra-
madan, the ninth month in the Muslim calen-
dar, is the month when Gabriel spoke to
Muhammad as well as the month of the heji-
ra. During Ramadan, Muslims may neither eat
nor drink from dawn to sunset. A Muslim’s
fifth duty is the hajj. or pilgrimage to Mecca.
All Muslims who are able are required to
make the journey at least once in their lives.

Some Muslims look on jihad, or struggle
in God’s service, as a sixth pillar. Jihad in-
cludes a person’s inner struggle to achieve
spiritual peace as well as any battle in defense
of Islam.

The Koran. The sacred book of Islam is
the Koran. Muslims believe that the Koran con-
tains the exact word of God as revealed to
Muhammad. For Muslims, it is the au thority on
all subjects, including religion, politics, and law
as well as economic and social life.

For a long time, Muslims were forbidden
to translate the Koran from Arabic. As a re-
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The Koran Borders of gold and decoratrve 5
patterns. called arabesques surround the
Arabic script on this page of the Koran:
Some devout Muslims memorize the: entlre
Koran. Fme Art Why is rehglon the subject
of art in many cultures?

sult, Arabic became a universal language,
uniting Muslims around the world. ( GEe
Connections With Literature, page 807, “The
Opening,” “Power,” and “Daybreak.”)

People of the Book. Muhammad had met
many Jews and Christians on his travels. Their
beliefs influenced Islam. All three religions
are monotheistic. Muslims believe that Allah
is the same God as the God of the Jews and
Christians. Like Jews and Christians, Mus-
lims also believe in a final day of judgment.
On this day, it is believed, the wicked will be
punished with suffering and the faithful will
be rewarded with eternal life in heaven.

Muhammad accepted the original teach-
ings of the Jewish and Christian scriptures as
God’s word. He called Jews and Christians
“people of the Book” because they followed
God’s teachings in the Bible. The “people of
the Book™ had a special status as ahl al-dbim-
mea, or protected people, and Muslims were
required to treat them with tolerance.

Ethical conduct. Like Judaism and Chris-
tianity, Islam sets ethical, or moral, standards.
Muslims must honor their parents, be honest
and kind, and protect the weak and helpless.
Islam also teaches that all people are equal.
“Know that every Muslim is a brother to every
other Muslim, and that you are now one broth-
erhood,” declared Muhammad. This idea has
helped unite Muslims throughout the world.

Chapter 26
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After Muhammad’ death, Muslims spread the Islamic religion to the peoples of
many lands. By 732, the Arab Empire extended from the Atlantic Ocean to the Indus

1. Location (a) During which period did Egypt become part of the Arab Emplre'?
(b) In which period was the Arab Empire largest?

2. Movement (a) During Muhammad's lifetime, where did Islam spread? (b) When
did Islam spread across North Africa?

3. Synthesizing Information How might trade have he[ped spread Islam?

Expansion of Islam

Islam spread rapidly during the 100 years
after Muhammad’s death. By 732, the Muslim
Arabs had conquered an empire that reached
from the Indus River to the Atlantic Ocean. It
included the peoples of Persia, Arabia, Pales-
tine, Egypt, North Africa, and Spain. At its
height, the Arab Empire was larger than any
previous empire in the region.

Reasons for success. Why did Islam ex-
pand so swiftly? One reason is that the Arab
armies were united by their beliefs. Islam
raught that Muslim warriors who died in the
service of Islam would win a place in paradise.
The idea of jihad also motivated many Mus-

m Chapter 26

2%

lim soldiers. The lure of riches to be won in
the conquered lands was another powerful
incentive.

In some places, people welcomed the
Arabs. The Persian and Byzantine empires, for
example, ruled diverse peoples who resented
foreign control. Some of these peoples looked
on the Arabs as liberators. Furthermore, many
conquered peoples found the message of Is-
lam appealing. They eagerly accepted its em-
phasis on human equality.

The Muslims were tolerant conquerors.
They did not force “people of the Book” to
convert to Islam. Jews and Christians were
free to worship as they pleased, make money
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in trade, own property, and hold government
office. However, they had to pay a special
“nonbeliever tax.” Treatment of nonbelievers
differed across time and place.

Divisions within Islam. Within 30 vears of
Muhammad’s death, a serious dispute perma-
nently split Islam into two separate branches:
Sunni (S00 nee) and Shiite (SHEE it). The dis-
pute concerned who should become cuaiipi,
or successor to the prophet.

After Muhammad’s death, several able
caliphs led Islam. The fourth caliph was Alj,
Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-law. In 661, Al
was murdered. A rival leader claimed the office
of caliph and set up the Umayyad (oo mMi ad)
dynasty. When Ali’s son challenged the author-
ity of the Umayyads, he, too, was murdered.

These murders caused the followers of
Ali, the Shiites, to break away. They claimed
that only descendants of Ali could become
caliphs. However, the majority of Muslims,
the Sunni, believed that any devout Muslim
could become a caliph.

Over time, the two branches developed
other differences. The split between Sunni and
Shiite Muslims affects Islam to this day.

~Bramascus in the
1600z The Syrian
capital is one of the
oldest cities in the
world. The open court-

_yard in the middle of

- this painting shows
the Great Mosque of

. Damascus, built in the
early 700s. The pic-
ture below shows a
mosque lamp made of
enameled and gilded
glass. Power Why
was Damascus an
important city in the
Arab Empire?

74

The Arab Empire

As Islam expanded, the Arabs had to orga-
nize their vast empire. Under the Umayyads
and later the Abbassids (uh Bas ihdz), the
Arab Empire enjoyed periods of stable, order-
ly government.

Umayyad dynasty. The Umayyads (661-
750) made Damascus, Syria, the capital of their
empire. Even though the Umayyads adapted
ideas from the Byzantines and Persians, they
emphasized Arab culture. Arabic was the lan-
guage of the empire. Also, the highest jobs in
government and the army went to Arabs.

Non-Arab Muslims, such as the Persians,
resented this discrimination. They insisted
that being a Muslim was more important than
being an Arab. In 750, Shiites and other dis-
contented groups overthrew the Umayyads
and set up the Abbassid dynasty.

Abbassid dynasty. The Abbassids (750—
1258) built a magnificent new capital city at
Baghdad, on the banks of the Tigris River.
Baghdad, which means “God-given,” flour-
ished. At its height, the city was home to
more than 1 million people.




Muhammad
al-Razi, Islamic
Physician

Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Zakaria
al-Razi, known in the West as Rhazes, was
a man of many talents. One of the most
original thinkers and physicians of the Middle
Ages, he studied philosophy, music, and medi-
cine. His interest in all of these fields lasted
his entire life.

Al-Razi was born in Persia in about 865.
He received his medical training in Baghdad
and later became head of that city’s chief
hospital. Patients knew Al-Razi as a kind and
generous physician who cared for rich and
poor alike. Under his leadership, the Bagh-
dad hospital became one of the leading med-
ical centers of the world.

The Abbassids supported many building
projects, including mosques, irrigation sys-
tems, libraries, hospitals, public baths, and
schools. Under their rule, not only Arabs but
Persians, Syrians, Egyptians, Turks, and Indi-
ans held high jobs in government and be-
came religious leaders.

Although the Abbassid dynasty lasted for
500 years, many kingdoms broke away. De-
spite political divisions, religion and culture
united the peoples of the Muslim world.

ﬂ Chapter 26
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A free thinker, Al-Razi chgl.
lenged accepted medical prac-
tices. He encouraged pa-
tients to eat a balanced diet in
order to maintain good health—g
revolutionary idea at that time. He
also recognized the link between men-
tal and physical health and urged young
doctors to treat the mind as well as the body,
He set the example, making hopeful com-
ments to his patients as he made his hospital
rounds. If patients had a positive outlook, he
believed, they would recover more rapidly.

Calling for high professional standards for
physicians, Al-Razi urged doctors to continue
their education by studying medical treatises,
attending lectures, and training at hospitals.
He himself taught at the Baghdad hospital,
and his skill as a physician-educator attracted
many students.

Al-Razi’s devotion to medical education
led him to write more than 50 books on
medicine. His most important work was al- -
Hawi, “Comprehensive Work on Medicine,”
an encyclopedia that summed up the medical
knowledge of the time. Translated into Latin
in 1279, the book remained a standard medi-
cal textbook in Europe until the 1700s.

1. How did Al-Razi contribute to medical
knowledge?

2. Linking Past and Present Do Al-Razi’s

ideas about the study and practice of

medicine still apply today? Explain.

Golden Age
of Muslim Civilization

Through trade and conquest, Muslim civi-
lization spread across a large area. It blended
Greek, Persian, and Indian influences and al-
so built on the heritage of ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia. Over time, it adapted all of
these traditions to its own needs.

Trade and commerce. Wealth from trade
and commerce helped make Muslims’ golden
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age possible. Muslim fleets controlled the
Mediterranean and sailed the Indian Ocean.
Caravans carried textiles, steel, and glazed
tiles from Baghdad to China. They returned
with silk, paper, and porcelain. From India
and Southeast Asia, they brought spices. In
the markets of Baghdad, Cairo, and Cordoba,
buyers could purchase rubies from Central
Asia, honey and furs from Scandinavia and
Russia, and ivory and gold from East Africa.

As trade grew, Muslim merchants devel-
oped new business practices. They set up
banks at different trading centers. They is-
sued letters of credit, which were easier and
safer to carry than coins. They wrote receipts
for payment and used bills of lading that list-
ed all of the goods included in a shipment.
Europeans later adopted many of these prac-
tices, which are still used by businesses
today.

Advances in learning. Respect for learning
led to a flowering of Islamic civilization. Islam-
ic scholars translated ancient works from Per-
sian, Sanskrit, and Greek into Arabic. In 830,
the caliph Al-Mamun set up the House of Wis-
dom in Baghdad. It served as a library, univer-
sity, and translation center. At centers like
this, Muslim scholars preserved the learning
of earlier civilizations. They also made many
contributions of their own.

Brilliant Muslim scholars boasted accom-
plishments in many fields. The astronomer Al-
Khwarizimi, for example, made advances in
the field of algebra. The mathematician and
astronomer Omar Khayyim (oH mahr ki
YAHM) developed an accurate calendar, but he
is best known to the western world as the au-
thor of the poem The Rubdiydt. The physi-
cian Ibn Sina—known in the West as Avicen-
na—wrote more than 100 books on subjects
ranging from astronomy, music, and philoso-
phy to medicine and poetry. His medical text-
book influenced Europeans for hundreds of
years.

Today, western languages use many tech-
nical terms that are of Arabic origin. This last-
ing mark of Arab learning on the West in-
cludes terms like zenith in astronomy, alcohol
and alkali in chemistry, and soda and syrup in
medicine.

AV

1. Locate: (a) Mecca, (b) Medina,

SECTION

(c) Damascus, (d) Baghdad, (e) Cordoba.

2. Ildentify: (a) Muhammad, (b) Khadija,

(c) Kaabha, (d) “people of the Book,”
(e) Umayyads, (f) Abbassids, (g) Ibn Sina.

3. Define: (a) hejira, (b) hajj, (c) caliph.

4. What are the Five Pillars of Islam?

5. Give three reasons for the rapid spread of
Islam.

6. What issue divided Sunni and Shiite
Muslims?

7. Analyzing ldeas Muhammad taught that
“the ink of the scholar is holier than the
blood of the martyr.” (a) What do you think
he meant? (b) How do you think this
teaching contributed to Islamic civilization?

8. Writing Across Cultures Consult a
dictionary. Write a sentence using each of
the following words of Arabic origin:
algebra, genius, henna, mohair, mufti,
sandal, sherbet.

CENTURIES OF
TURMOIL

What changes did foreign invaders
bring to the Middle East?

What were the strengths of the
Ottoman Empire?

Why were the Ottoman and Safavid
empires rivals?

Vocabulary crusade, millet. shal

E}i}\ 900, the great Arab Empire forged in the
years after Muhammad’s death had broken
up into many kingdoms. However, these
kingdoms continued to develop as centers of
Islamic civilization. Although foreign invaders
set up their own kingdoms in the Middle
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East, most of these invaders converted to
Islam. Islamic civilization flourished despite
the turmoil of war.

Foreign Invaders

Beginning in about 1000, waves of no-
mads from Central Asia overran the Middle
East. Like earlier invaders, they sought to con-
trol the fertile lands of the Anatolian and Ira-
nian plateaus and of Mesopotamia.

Seljuks. The Seljuks, a Turkish-speaking
people, had converted to Islam in Central
Asia before migrating to the Iranian Plateau.
In 1055, the Seljuks seized Baghdad, but al-
lowed the Abbassid caliph to remain on the
throne as a figurehead. Moving west, they
then captured Anatolia from the Byzantines.
Their success weakened the Byzantine Em-
pire and frightened the Christian rulers of
Europe.

Mongols. During the 1200s, horse-riding
Mongols charged out of Central Asia and
swept westward into Russia and the Middle
East. In 1258, Hulagu (hoo LaH goo), a grand-
son of the great Mongol leader Genghiz
Khan, captured Baghdad from the Seljuks.
The Mongols looted and destroyed the city,
burning its palaces, mosques, and libraries
and killing the last of the Abbassid caliphs.

The Mongol invasions continued on and
off for more than 100 years. Their armies de-
stroyed many cities and irrigation systems.

Millions of people were killed. Some areas of
the Middle East did not fully recover from the
effects of the Mongol invasions until many
centuries later.

Despite the terrible destruction, the Mop.
gol conquests spurred international trade.
Mongols controlled the major trade routes
between China, India, and the Middle East.
Eventually, the Mongols converted to Islam
and were absorbed into the cultures of the
Middle East.

Crusaders

A third group of outsiders invaded the
Middle East from Europe. As the Seljuks ad-
vanced into Asia Minor, the Byzantine emper-
or called on the Christian states of Western
Europe for help. Despite the differences with-
in the Christian Church, Pope Urban II re-
sponded. In 1095, he called for a crusads
holy war, against the Muslims. “It is the w111 of
God,” cried Christian warriors from France,
England, Germany, and Italy as they advanced
into the Middle East. Their goal was to cap-
ture Palestine. Christians called it the Holy
Land because Jesus had lived and died there.

For almost 100 years, Christians poured
into Palestine in a movement that became
known as the Crusades. On the First Crusade
in 1096, crusaders helped the Byzantine em-
peror recover much of Anatolia. They went
on to conquer Jerusalem, slaughtering Mus-

Crusaders Attacking
Jerusaiem European
rulers answered the pope’s
call for a crusade to
reconqguer the Holy Land. In
1099, crusaders finally
reached Jerusalem, where
they besieged the Muslims
and Jews. In this painting,
Christian armies storm the
city. Power Why were the
European soldiers unable
to win a lasting victory in
the Middle East?
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lim, Eastern Christian, and Jewish residents.
They then set up four small Christian king-
doms along the Mediterranean coast.

The Crusades had only a limited effect on
the Middle East. At the time, the civilization
of Western Europe was less advanced than
that of the Islamic world. In 1187, a brilliant
Muslim general, Salah-al-Din—Dbetter known
in the West as Saladin—drove the Christians
out of Jerusalem. Christian armies managed
to hold on to a few coastal cities for another
century, but they never again posed a serious
threat to Muslim lands. The Crusades did,
however, have a major impact on Europe.
(See Chapter 29.)

Saladin:
A Noble Warrior

- During the late 1100s, the
SEEEE Muslim world was  united
under a new leader, Saladin. Muslims and
Christians alike came to’ respect Saladin as a
noble knight. He was God-fearing, courteous,
and generous to friends and enemies—traits
admired by warriors of both religions.

For the Muslims, Saladin was a badly
needed leader. He united Muslims from Syria
and Egypt, surrounded the crusader king-
doms, and forced the foreigners to retreat. As
he approached Jerusalem, the Christians were
determined to stop him.

In July 1187, the crusaders gathered on
the Horns of Hattin, a dry, rocky pass. The
dust and intense summer heat choked both
men and horses. Without water, they suffered
terribly from thirst.

Under cover of darkness, Saladin moved
his forces into the pass. At dawn, the Chris-
tians found themselves surrounded and
greatly outnumbered. Saladin’s forces set
grass fires to smoke out the enemy Then
they attacked. The battle raged all day. Finally,
exhausted by heat and thirst, the crusaders
surrendered.

Saladin rejoiced, knowing that he had de-
stroyed the crusaders’ strength. Saladin’s son,
who was with him at Hattin, later recorded:

Saladin /

leader recaptured Jerusalem in 1187, he

_dealt fairly with Christians and Jews there.
However, Eurepean rulers soon sent another
army to recapture the- holy crty ‘This Third
Crusade ended.in failur Saladin then
ruled Palestme as well o Egypt and Syria.
Fine Art How has the artist suggested
Saladin's character’?

6€ My father immediately got down from
his horse, prostrated himself before
God and gave thanks to Him, weep-
ing tears of joy. 9%

Saladin pressed forward. By October, he
stood outside Jerusalem, a city as sacred to
Muslims as it was to Jews and Christians.
Christian forces knew that they could not
hold out, so they surrendered.

Saladin’s entrance into Jerusalem differed
completely from the Christian conquest of
the city 88 years earlier. A crusader who had
witnessed the savage massacres in 1099 said
that “men rode in blood up to their knees
and bridle reins.” Saladin, by contrast, for-
bade his soldiers to kill the inhabitants of the
city or steal from the defeated crusaders. He
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also issued orders against burning Christian
homes or churches.

In Muslim lands, as elsewhere, it was the
custom for people who had been defeated in
war to become the slaves of the victorious
army. Yet, Saladin treated his former enemies
well. He freed old people and allowed other
Christians to buy their freedom. He even
used money from his own treasury to help
the widows and orphans of crusaders who
had been killed in battle.

As Christians marched out of Jerusalem,
Muslims raised the golden banner of Saladin
above the city walls. They joyfully reclaimed
the Dome of the Rock, the Muslim holy
shrine that Christians had converted into a
church. Ibn al-Athir, who witnessed the event,
described the great rejoicing that occurred:

66 There was on the dome . . . a great
cross of gold. The day the town sur-
rendered, many Muslims climbed up
to pull it down. . . . When the cross
fell, cries arase from everyone in the
town and the surrounding districts. . . .
The noise was such that one might
have thought that the end of the
world had come. 9%

Thanks to Saladin, Muslims were once more
masters of the holy city of Jerusalem. §#

Ottoman Empire

During the early 1300s, a powerful peo-
ple, the Ottomans, emerged in Anatolia. Like
the Seljuks, the Ottomans were a Turkish-
speaking people from Central Asia who had
converted to Islam. The Ottomans conquered
an enormous empire that extended from cen-
tral Europe across much of the Middle East
and North Africa.

In 1453, the Ottomans stunned Christian
Europe by capturing Constantinople, ending
the 1,000-year-old Byzantine Empire. The Ot-
tomans renamed the city Istanbul and made it
the capital of their expanding empire.

The Ottoman Empire reached its height
under Suleiman I (s00 lay mahn), who ruled
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from 1520 to 1566. Suleiman made Istanby]
one of the world’s most splendid Cities,
adorning it with large, beautiful mosques ang
filling it with art treasures. He also introduced
many reforms to ensure justice and good go-
ernment for the 50 million people under Q.
toman rule. His reforms earned him the tigle
the Lawgiver.

Government. The Ottoman Empire lasted
for more than 500 years. During this time, the
Ottomans held their diverse empire together
with a strong but flexible government.

At the head of the government was the
sultan, who ruled with absolute power. He re-
lied on a large number of officials to super-
vise the government of the vast empire.
These officials came from two groups, the
“‘men of the pen” and the “men of the
sword.” The first group included lawyers,
judges, mathematicians, and poets. Some
were experts in Islamic law who ruled on reli-
gious and legal matters. The second group
were soldiers who guarded the sultan and
fought in his armies. The men of the sword
were made up of slaves.

Role of slaves. The Ottomans looked on
the peoples they conquered as slaves. They
took young Christian boys from their families
to be trained for jobs in government and the
military. When a slave converted to Islam, he
gained his freedom.

When the training was over, those who
had displayed a talent for book learning and
mathematics were trained in the palace
school as royal pages. The brightest moved
up in the sultan’s service and became provin-
cial governors or even grand vizier, as the
chief minister was called. Those who excelled
in sports and the martial arts became cadets
in the Janizary corps, elite military units that
guarded the sultan and his palace.

The millets. Within the Ottoman Empire,
each province had its own local government.
Non-Muslim communities, called miiists,
owed loyalty to the sultan but were ruled by
their own religious leaders. Jews, Armenian
Christians, and Greek Orthodox Christians
were among the many millets that macde up
the Ottoman Empire.
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The Safavid Empire

By the 1500s, the chief rival of the Ot-
toman Empire in the Middle East was the
Safavid Empire in what is today Iran. The two
powers waged bloody battles for control of
Mesopotamia. Religious disputes added to
the conflict. The Safavids were fiercely loyal
to Shiite traditions, while the Ottomans were
Sunni Muslims.

Abbas the Great. The Safavid Empire
reached its height under Abbas the Great,
who ruled from 1587 to 1629. Earlier Safavid
shere or kings, had despised non-Shiites.

w

However, Abbas welcomed them to his court.

—
Safavid Cowrl Musicians  Playing a lute,
panpipes, and a large tambourine, these
musicians welcome a Mughal ruler from
India. Foreigners admired the culture,
prosperity, and toleration of the Safavid
Empire under Abbas the Great. One French
visitor later wrote, “When this great prince
ceased to live, Persia [Iran] ceased to
prosper.” Change Was the French visitor's
observation accurate? Explain.

European rulers were eager to make alliances
with the shah against the Ottomans. For ex-
ample, one group of English experts helped
Abbas train an army to use muskets and also
taught the Iranians how to make cannons.

Shah Abbas encouraged trade and com-
merce. Like the Ottoman rulers, he built a
network of roads that had inns for travelers
and rest stops for caravans. To take advantage
of the growing demand for Chinese porcelain
in Europe, he brought hundreds of Chinese
potters to his capital at Isfahan (ihs fuh HaRN).
Under Abbas, Iranians produced fine-quality
goods such as silk, woolen carpets, steel,
porcelain, and glassware.

Decline. After Abbas, the empire declined.
In 1736, the last of the Safavids was over
thrown. Other dynasties gained power for
short periods. Iran remained under the rule
of a shah, however, until 1979, Today, it sur-
vives as a major Shiite state, the Islamic re-
public of Iran.

SECTION |

1. Locate: (a) Jerusalem, (b) Constantinople,
(c) Iran.

2. ldentify: (a) Seljuk, (b) Holy Land,

(c) Saladin, (d) Suleiman |, (e) Abbas.

3. Define: (a) crusade, (b) millet, (c) shah.

4. (a) List three groups of outsiders who
invaded the Middle East. (b) Describe
one change that was brought by each
group.

5. Describe how the Ottomans treated the
diverse groups who made up their empire.

6. What two issues led to war between the
Ottoman and Safavid empires?

7. Drawing Conclusions How do you think
centuries of invasion by outsiders
contributed to cultural diffusion in the
Middle East?

8. Writing Across Cultures Are officials of
the United States government divided into
“men of the pen” and “men of the
sword”? Write a paragraph explaining
your answer.
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What were the main patterns of life in
the Middle East?

What was the typical Middle Eastern
city like?
What roles did women have in Islam?

i ive times a day, from the top of mosques
throughout the Muslim world, the muezzin
(myoo eHz ihn), or crier, calls the faithful to

prayer:

é¢ God alone is great.
[ testify that there is no god but God.
[ testify that Muhammad is the
prophet of God.
Come to prayer.
Come to success.
God alone is great.
There is no god but God. %9

Since the 600s, Islam has been a major
force in shaping the patterns of life in the
Middle East. However, as everywhere in the

world, geography has played a role in shaping
people’s lives. Across the Middle East, people
adapted to the resources available in the
places where they lived. There were farmers
in the villages, nomadic herders in the
deserts, and merchants and traders in the
towns and cities.

Village Life

Most people in the Middle East lived in
small farming villages that grew up around
sources of water. From one generation to the
next, villagers cultivated the land and raised
wheat, barley, and olives. In places with a
good supply of water, they also grew vegeta-
bles and fruits. Some villagers tended herds
of sheep and goats in nearby pasturelands.

Farm families divided their labor. Men
and boys did the plowing, harvested the
crops, and built the houses. Women drew wa-
ter from the well, fed the animals, gathered
wood for fuel, did the spinning and weaving,
and cared for the children. Women also
worked in the fields. For example, they
walked behind the plow and broke up clods
of dirt that the plow missed.

Villages included a mosque and a few
stores that sold spices, sugar, and other
goods that people did not produce them-
selves. Most houses were made of sun-dried
mudl, clay bricks, or timber and had only one
or two rooms. A section of every house, no

Plowing Fieids - Middle

- Eastern farmers made
-important contributions to .-
“agriculture. For example,
“when the Arabs conquered
‘Spain, they introduced
sugar cane into Europe.
“Arabs also were'the first. -
to grow coffee as a crop. |
Technoiogy Do you think =
this painting tries to show
a real Arab farmer at work? |
- Explain. : ;
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matter how small, was set aside as the wom-
en’s quarters. When men outside the immedi-
ate family visited, the women remained se-
cluded in their quarters.

Villagers distrusted outside authority. A
story from Ottoman times tells what happened
when the tax collector arrived in a village.
When the tax collector summoned a resident,
the village leader instructed the man’s son:

66 Go to your father, my lad, and tell
him that the tax collector is waiting
here for him. If your father isn't
there, tell him to come all the same,
for the tax collector knows that he is
there. 9%

Nomadic Life

Lack of water made much of the Middle
East unsuitable for farming. In the desert and
dry plateaus, nomadic herders learned to live
with scarce water resources. Nomads were
constantly on the move with herds of camels,
goats, and other livestock. Their movements
were purposeful. They traveled to areas
where seasonal rains caused plants to grow.

The Bedouins. In Arabia, desert nomads
were called Bedouins (BEHD oo ihnz), or
“people of the tent.” They lived in small,
tightly knit tribal groups that competed for
pastures and water holes. They spent the hot,
dry summer at oases. During the winter,
when there was some rainfall, they migrated
in search of pastureland for their herds of
sheep, goats, and camels.

Highland nemads. In the mountains and
plateaus of the Northern Tier, nomads fol-
lowed a different pattern. During the summer,
they moved with their herds from the parched
plains into cool upland pastures where they
could find water and grass for their flocks.
During the winter, when snows covered the
uplands, they returned to the plains.

Conflicts with settled peoples. Many vil-
lagers and traders regarded the Bedouins
and other nomadic herders as lawless war-
riors. Groups of nomads sometimes raided
houses and shops in nearby towns. Their
herds often grazed on villagers' crops or
trampled them. Some nomads required trade

caravans to pay tribute before they could
pass through certain territories.

Nomads also aroused the anger of power-
ful central governments. Officials found it dif-
ficult to collect taxes from people who were
always on the move. At times, governments
used harsh measures to force nomads to set-
tle permanently in one place.

City Life

Many cities flourished in the powerful
empires of the Middle East. These cities de-
veloped for different reasons. Jerusalem had
been the capital of ancient Israel. Damascus
was a trading center on a key caravan route.
Powerful caliphs built Cairo and Baghdad as
their capitals. Mecca remained the religious
center of Islam. Beirut was a prosperous
seaport.

Like most other cities of the time, Middle
Eastern cities were protected by high walls.
The city streets were dark, narrow, and wind-
ing, the houses densely packed together.
Shuttered upper stories often jutted out over
the streets, blocking sunlight. The ground
floors of many houses served as shops. Own-
ers painted pious Muslim phrases, such as
“May God forgive the faithful of Islam,” above
doorways.

Mosques were at the center of life in Mus-
lim communities. The mosques served as
meeting places, centers of study, and inns for
travelers.

The commercial heart of the city was the
sug (sook), or marketplace. It included a net-
work of covered streets filled with shops. Of-
ten, each trade had its own section, and
streets were named for the goods that were
made and sold there. Sug as suf, for example,
was the wool market, while sug an nabas
was the copper market. On any day of the
year, women, farmers from mountain villages,
and nomadic Bedouins, as well as merchants
and traders, flocked to the suq.

Family Life
As in many other cultures around the

world, the family in the Middle East was patri-
archal. The father had the final say on all
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A Family Celebration A wealthy Muslim
family is celebrating a special occasion—
the birth of a child. At the top, women
care for the new mother and her child.
Below them are musicians, a servant
with food, and a man handing out

coins. At the bottom, a crowd gathers

to receive alms. Fine Art What does
this painting tell you about social

classes in Muslim society?

matters. Women usually sought their hus-
band’s approval, and children were expected
to obey their parents.

The Koran acknowledges the authority of
parents. Only obedience to God is consid-
ered more important than the respect that
children owe their parents.

W Chapter 26 5 %

Marriage. As elsewhere in the world a
this time, marriages were arranged. They usy-
ally occurred between families that belonged
to the same social class or between families
that followed the same trade or profession,
Although a Muslim man could marry a Chris-
tian or Jewish woman, tradition forbade g4
Muslim woman to marry a non-Muslim.

The Koran permits a man to have as many
as four wives, as long as he treats each of
them equally. This means that he must give
them all the same material benefits, the same
amount of love, and the same degree of re-
spect. Since few men could afford to support
several wives, most men had only a single
wife.

Divorce. Divorce was easier for men than
for women. To divorce his wife, 2 man had to
recite on three separate occcasions, “I di-
vorce you.” He also had to make a payment
to her or to her family. By contrast, a woman
who wanted a divorce had to take her case
before a judge. Both divorced men and wom-
en could remarry, however.

Lives of Women

Among Muslims, tradition and customs
made women subordinate to men. According
to the Koran, “Men are the managers of the
affairs of women.” During childhood, a girl
had to obey her father. After marriage, she
had to obey her husband and her husband’s
father.

Muslims believed that women were more
likely than men to bring dishonor on the fam-
ily. Women were expected to be modest and
to remain secluded within the home. They
wore veils to conceal their faces from men
who were not members of their family. In
some Muslim homes, women used separate
entrances and ate their meals only in the
company of other women.

The system gave women security. Women
in Islamic societies knew that their fathers,
brothers, or husbands would protect and pro-
vide for them. Also, within their homes and
with their children, many women exercised
considerable influence. According to an Arab
proverb,



¢¢ 1f a woman loves you, she can open
countless doors to you, but if she
hates you, with a spider’s web she
can build an iron wall across your
path. %%

Rights. Islam gave women protections
that they had not had in the past. During pre-
Islamic times, for example, poor Arab families
frequently killed unwanted girl babies. The
Koran outlawed this practice. Under Islamic
law, women also gained the right to an educa-
tion and to own or inherit property. Finally, al-
though the Koran made women subordinate
to men, women, like all believers, were equal
in the eyes of God.

In early Islamic societies, women had en-
joyed greater freedom than they sometimes
did at a later time. Customs such as wearing a
veil, living in seclusion, and separating men
and women in all activities came into practice
gradually. In fact, some scholars think the
Arabs adapted some of those practices from
the Byzantines whose lands they conquered.
In many Muslim lands outside the Middle
East, women did not observe these customs.

1. Identify: (a) Bedouin, (b) suq.

2. Describe three different ways of life that
developed in the Middle East.

3. (a) Why did nomads come into conflict with
settled peoples? (b) With the central
government?

4. (a) Name three Middle Eastern cities
and give the reasons they developed.

(b) Describe a typical Middle Eastern city.

5. (a) ldentify two ways in which Islam
expanded women's rights. (b) Identify two
ways in which it restricted them.

6. Defending a Position Explain why you
agree or disagree with the following state-
ment: “By and large, women benefited
from the rise of Islam.”

7. Writing Across Cultures Compare the role
of women in early Islam to the role of wom-
en in the United States today. Write a para-
graph noting similarities or differences.

IMPERIALE
AND
NATIONALISM

3 v

- What challenges did the Ottoman
Empire face?

How did imperialism spur the growth
of nationalism in the Middle East?

What reforms did nationalist leaders
introduce?

Vocabulary mandate, anti-Semitisin

Esmail, the ruler of Egypt, beamed with pleas-
ure. The lavish spectacle was going exactly as
planned. Cannons roared, bands played, and
the crowd cheered. Dozens of ships bearing
monarchs and diplomats steamed into the
waterway. At 8 AM. on November 17, 1869,
the Suez Canal was officially opened.

In ancient times, Egyptian pharachs be-

| gan digging a canal that would link the Medi-

terranean with the Red Sea. More than 2,000
years later, a French company finally complet-
ed the task. Under the supervision of Ferdi-
nand de Lesseps, Egyptian workers labored
for nearly 11 years to dig the 100-mile (160-
km) Suez Canal. Even more than Egyptians,
Europeans welcomed the canal because it re-
duced the ocean voyage to Asia by thousands
of miles.

By the late 1800s, European influence in
the Middle East was growing. The Suez Canal
was a symbol of that influence. During the
Age of Imperialism, European interference in
the Middle East would spur the growth of na-
tionalist movements whose effects are still be-
ing felt today.

Challenges to Ottoman Power

During the 1700s and 1800s, European
imperialism and growing nationalism posed
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major challenges to the Ottoman Empire. Rus-
sia and Austria-Hungary nibbled away at Ot-
toman provinces in Europe. At the same time,
national groups within the empire sought in-
dependence from Ottoman rule. The Greeks
revolted and won freedom in 1832. Later, oth-
er ethnic groups, including the Serbs, Romani-
ans, and Bulgarians, won independence or at
least some degree of self-rule.

Russia encouraged these groups to revolt
against their Ottoman rulers. It hoped to gain
more lands from a weakened Ottoman Em-
pire. France and Britain, however, became
alarmed at Russia’s ambitions. They tried to
prevent the breakup of the Ottoman Empire.
Noting the many troubles of the Ottoman
Empire, Europeans began to call it the “sick
man of Europe.”

Reform efforts. During the 1800s, power-
ful sultans tried to strengthen the empire.
They introduced reforms to modernize the
government and the army along western
lines. They also set up secular, or nonreli-
gious, schools to teach students western
ideas in science and technology.

Reform did not go smoothly, however.
Some sultans refused reformers’ demands for
a constitution. Corrupt officials, religious
leaders, and other groups opposed changes
that threatened their power.

Turkish nationalism. In the late 1800s, a
number of young army officers formed a rev-
olutionary group known as the Young Turks.
The Young Turks wanted to strengthen the
Ottoman Empire and end western imperial-
ism. In 1908, they overthrew the sultan. They
placed a new sultan in power, and forced him
to carry out their program.

The Young Turks supported a policy of
Turkish nationalism. They abandoned tradi-
tional Ottoman tolerance of diverse cultures
and religions. Instead, they persecuted non-
Muslim communities. For example, the Young
Turks greatly distrusted Armenian Christians,
who had ties with Russia. The Young Turks
followed a brutal policy of genocide that
caused the death of hundreds of thousands
of Armenians.
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Despite their shared religion, the Young
Turks stressed cifferences between Turks and
Muslim Arabs within the empire. They tried
to impose the Turkish language on Arabs and
mistreated Arabs in many other ways. These
actions fueled growing Arab nationalism.

World War [. During World War I, the Ot
toman Empire sided with Germany against
Russia, Britain, and France. Defeat brought
disaster to the empire. In 1919, at the Ver-
sailles peace conference, the Allies stripped
the Ottoman Empire of its Arab provinces.
Britain received Iraqg, Transjordan, and Pales-
tine as mandates. A mandate was a territory
that was administered but not owned by a
member of the League of Nations. France
gained a mandate in Syria and Lebanon.

Republic of Turkey

Shortly after World War I ended, Greece
seized land that was ruled by the Turks in
Anatolia. A brilliant general, Mustafa Kemal,
rallied Turkish resistance to the Greek ad-
vance. After bloody clashes, the Turks suc-
ceeded in driving the Greeks out of Anatolia.
By 1923, Kemal had become strong enough
to overthrow the sultan, abolish the Ottoman
Empire, and make Turkey a republic. He later
took the name Kemal Atatirk, or “father of
the Turks.”

Atatiirk’s reforms. As president of Turkey,
Ataturk continued the reforms begun under
the Ottomans. He was determined to make
Turkey a modern secular state. To encourage
economic development, he used government
funds to build industries. He also insisted on
the separation of religion and the govern-
ment. For example, he replaced Islamic law
with a new law code based on western mod-
els. Under the new laws, women won the
right to vote and hold public office. He also
set up a system of public schools that were
separate from religious schools.

To Atatiitk, modernization meant adopt-
ing many features of western culture. Turkey
began to use the western calendar and the
metric system of weights and measures.
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Atatiirk replaced Arabic script with the west-
ern alphabet. As a symbol of change, he en-
couraged western-style clothing. Men were
forbidden to wear the fez, their traditional
brimless felt hat. Also, women were forbid-
den to veil their faces in public.

Atatirk’s reforms brought many impor-
tant changes. They were not always popular,
however. He had the support of Turkish na-
tionalists, but many Muslims opposed his
policies. They feared that western ways would
destroy their traditions and values.

Rise of Modern Egypt

During the Age of Imperialism, other
parts of the Ottoman Empire came under Eu-
ropean control. Egypt became the focus of
imperialist rivalry between Britain and France.
Both nations wanted to dominate Egypt and
build a canal across the Isthmus of Suez. Who-
ever held the canal would control shipping
and trade between Europe and Asia.

In 1798, the Frenclt¥ general Napoleon
Bonaparte invaded Egypt. Joining forces, the
British and Ottomans forced the French to re-
treat. French influence, however, remained
strong in Egyptian culture.

Muhammad Ali. In 1805, Muhammad Ali,
an Albanian soldier who had fought against
the French, became governor of Egypt. Offi-
cially, Egypt was still a part of the Ottoman
Empire. In fact, Ali pursued his own policies.

Ali introduced many reforms to modern-
ize Egypt. He invited French experts to train
Egyptians in the latest European military and
scientific techniques. He also introduced new
farming methods, improved irrigation, and
promoted the growing of cash crops such as
cotton, sugar, and tobacco. Before long, cot-
ton exports were booming, and Egypt itself
was setting up textile mills.

Growing foreign influence. Ali’s succes-
sors continued his policies, but they had to
borrow money from European banks in order
to pay for them. The increasing debts gave
France and Britain an excuse to interfere in
Egypt’s internal affairs.

e

Atatiirk and His Wife  Ataturk broke with
the tradition of arranged marriages by
choosing his wife himself. His wife, Latifah,
accompanied him on many official trips in
Turkey. Among the changes supported by
Atatlrk were new laws that discouraged the
practice of segregating women in public

places. Change Why did Atatlrk’s reforms
stir controversy?

During this period, the French won the
right to build the Suez Canal. Faced with
huge debts, the Egyptian ruler, Ismail, sold
his shares in the canal to the British. As
Egypt’s financial problems worsened, Britain
and France took control of its economy.

Outraged at this foreign intervention,
Egyptians rebelled. British forces crushed the
rebels and occupied the country in 1882.
Both Muslims and Egyptian Christians, known
as Copts, supported efforts to end British
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control. Although Egypt declared its independ-
ence from Britain in 1922, the Suez Canal re-
mained in British hands until 1956. (See
Chapter 27.)

Struggle for Iran

Like the Ottomans, the rulers of Iran
faced the challenge of European imperialism.
Both Russia and Britain acquired spheres of
influence in Iran. Both nations were compet-
ing for influence elsewhere in Asia, and each
sought access to the Persian Gulf.

During the Age of Imperialism, the shahs
who ruled Iran were weak, and their govern-
ments lacked the power to resist European ex-
pansion. By the early 1900s, however, Iranian
nationalists were demanding reform. In 1925,
Reza Khan, an army officer supported by
some nationalists, seized power. He set
up the Pahlavi dynasty and made himself shah.

Like nationalist leaders elsewhere, Reza
Khan set out to end foreign control and cre-
ate a modern industrial state. He built roads
and factories, modernized the army, and re-
duced the power of the Muslim clergy.

Under the Pahlavis, westernization in-
creased. In the cities, men and women adopt-
ed western clothing. Women gained more
freedom to move about in public. In addition,
schools emphasized western courses of study,
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Opsning Day of
Suez Canal The
Egyptians celebrated
the opening of the
canal in 1869 as a
symbol of progress.
Yet, the canal led to
British occupation of
Egypt in 1882.
Power How was the
canal a symbol of
European imperialism
in the Middle East?

and the government used western models for
its law code.

Arab Nationalism

World War I fueled Arab nationalism in
the lands controlled by the Ottomans. During
the war, some Arabs helped the British fight
the Ottomans. In return, they expected the
British to help them set up independent king-
doms after the war.

The Arabs felt betrayed by the peace set-
tlement that ended World War I. Britain and
France gained control of many Arab lands
that had been part of the Ottoman Empire.
Only in Saudi Arabia did an Arab ruler gain
independence.

Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, Arab
nationalists continued their demands for self-
rule. The growing importance of oil from the
Middle East, however, made Britain and
France unwilling to withdraw from the re-
gion. Still, in 1932, Iraq gained independence.
Lebanon won its freedom in 1943, and Syria
became independent in 1946.

Conflict Over Palestine

During the 1920s and 1930s, the British
mandate of Palestine became the center of
conflict between Jewish and Arab nationalists.




Zionism. During the late 1800s, persecu-
tion of Jews led to the modern form of Zion-
ism. This movement sought to reestablish a
Jewish state in Palestine. As you read in Chap-
ter 25, the Romans had expelled the Jews
from Palestine in A.p. 70. Since then, Jews had
dreamed of returning. The desire for a Jewish
homeland grew as z2oti-Semitism, or hatred
and fear of Jews, increased. In Eastern Europe
and Russia, thousands of Jews were killed in
organized massacres. The violence led many
European Jews to migrate to Palestine.

In 1897, Theodor Herzl (HER tsuhl),
a Hungarian Jew living in Austria, formed an
organization to promote Zionism. With his

encouragement, Jews from Eastern Europe
began migrating to Palestine. They set up
communities there and called on Britain and
other European powers to support them. In
1917, the British government issued the Bal-
four Declaration. The key paragraph declared:

6¢ His Majesty’s Government views with
favour the establishment in Palestine
of a national home for the Jewish
people . . . it being clearly under-
stood that nothing shall be done
which may prejudice the civil and re-
ligious rights of existing non-Jewish
communities in Palestine. . . . 99

control of lands in the Middle East.

European Jews?

statement.

After the Ottoman Empire was defeated in World War I, Britain and France galned

1. Location (a) Where were the British mandates? The French m'and-'ates?
(b) Which Middle Eastern countries or territories did each nation rule?
2. Region How did Palestine become a center of conflict between the Arabs and

3. Applying Information “ During the early 1900s, Arab natlonailsm became a:
powerful force that leshaped the M:ddie East.” Explain the meamng of thls
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Early Jewish Settlers in Palestine

of Zionism?

In 1922, two years after this photograph was
taken, Palestine’s first census recorded a Jewish population of 84,000—11 percent
of the total. Many early immigrants set up cooperative farms, called kibbutzim,

where people owned all property in common. Human Rights What were the roots

Arab response. The “existing non-Jewish
communities” were those of the Palestinian
Arabs. At the time, Arabs—both Christian and
Muslim—greatly outnumbered Jewish settlers
in Palestine. There, as elsewhere in the Arab
world, nationalism was stirring. [n time,
nationalism would lead Palestinians to call
for their own independent state.

During the 1930s, Jewish immigration
increased as anti-Semitism  worsened  in
Europe. As a result, tensions between Arabs
and Jews in Palestine heightened. Zionist
groups helped Jews to buy land from Arab
landowners. Often, these Arab landowners
lived in the cities. They did not farm the land
and were happy to make a profit by selling it.

Arab tenant farmers on those lands were
suddenly forced to leave. Many migrated to
the cities. With no money and few skills
beyond farming, they faced severe hardship.

Landless Arab peasants joined other Arabs
in attacking Jewish settlements. Jewish settlers
fought back. Eventually, the conflict in
Palestine erupted into war, as you will read.
( [LL] See Connections With Literature, page

307, “The Diameter of the Bomb.”)
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. ldentify: (a) Zionism, (b) Theodor Herzl,

(c) Balfour Declaration.

. Define: (a) mandate, (b) anti-Semitism.
. (a) How did European imperialism affect

the Ottoman Empire? (b) What happened
to the Ottoman Empire after World War 1?

. What developments encouraged the rise of

nationalism in (a) Egypt, (b) Iran, (c) Arab
lands?

. How did each of the following leaders try

to modernize his country: (a) Ataturk, (b)
Muhammad Ali, (¢) Reza Khan?

What two groups claimed the right to live
in Palestine?

Understanding Causes and Effects How
did Turkish nationalism fuel the rise of
Arab nationalism?

Writing Across Cultures Imagine that you
are a Panamanian. Write a letter to a
friend in Egypt comparing the role of the
United States in building and controlling
the Panama Canal with that of European
nations in building and controlling the
Suez Canal.



Match each term at left with the correct definition at right.

1. hejira a.
2. hajj b.
3. crusade C.
4. mandate d.
5. anti-Semitism

hatred of Jews

pilgrimage to Mecca

Christian holy war against the Muslims
territory administered but not owned by a
member of the League of Nations

e. Muhammad’s migration to Medina from Mecca

. Why did the people of Mecca oppose Mu-
hammad at first?

. What were three major contributions of
Muslim civilization? ,
. (a) Why did Christian crusaders invade the

Middle East? (b) Why did the Crusades have
a limited effect on the Middle East?

. Describe the contributions of (a) Saladin,
(b) Suleiman I, (¢) Abbas.

. (a) What way of life did most people in the
Middle East follow? (b) How was work divid-
ed among family members?

. Why did Europeans call the Ottoman Empire
the “sick man of Europe”?

. How did Britain and France gain power in
Egypt?

. Why did many Arabs feel betrayed by the
peace settlement that ended World War I?
(a) How did Jewish immigration cause ten-
sion in Palestine? (b) What was the result of
this tension?

. Islam arose in the Middle East during the
600s and spread rapidly. Discuss the reasons
for Islam’s appeal.

- Islam united and shaped the culture of the
Arab Empire. How did each of the following
contribute to the unity of Islam: (a) Arabic
language, (b) Koran, (c) Five Pillars?

-

4.

Non-Arab invaders brought many changes to
the Middle East. Describe two changes
caused by each of the following: (a) Mon-
gols, (b) Ottomans, (c) Safavids.

After World War I, nationalism became a ma-
jor force in the Middle East. Choose one
country discussed in the chapter. For that
country, (a) identify a nationalist leader or
group, (b) describe one nationalist goal, (¢)
describe an action taken to achieve that goal.

. Making Global Connections Islam has

been a unifying force in the Middle East. (a)
What force or forces unified the United States
during its early history? (b) Is there a unifying
force in the United States today? Explain.

. Analyzing Information Why do vyou

think religious leaders in the Middle East ob-
jected to some programs for westernization?

. Analyzing a Painting Study the painting

of Damascus on page 573. What impression
does the artist convey about life in a Middle
Eastern city? (See Skill Lesson, page 428.)

. Using Your Vocabulary Use the Glossary

on pages 794-803 to review the meaning of
the following terms: imperialism, national-
ism, westernization, secular, mandate. Use
each term in a separate sentence about the
Middle East after World War 1.

HO
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istanbul  This city, which lies partly in Europe and partly
in Asia, has a long, rich history. More than 2,500 years
ago, Greeks founded a colony called Byzantium on the
site of present-day Istanbul. It was later the capital first
of the Byzantine Empire and then of the Ottoman Empire.
Today, Istanbul is the largest city and seaport in Turkey.
Geography What makes Istanbul's location so strategic?
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sands of Egyptians crowded ingg:
the main square of Alexandri
They cheered as their presiden
Gamal Abdel Nasser, denounce'
European domination of Egypy,
Then, as he complained that th
Suez Canal was still controlled b-
Britain and France, Nasser seem
to lose his place. “Lesseps, Let
seps,” he said, loudly repeatin
the name of the French engini
who had designed the canal.

The Frenchman’s name w
signal. Egyptian troops, listenin
on the radio, swung into actio
when they heard it. Soldiers burs
into the canal offices and ordere
French and British officials to turly
on the radio. The astonished Ofﬁ

e

cials heard Nasser thunder:

44 The sovereign state of Egyp :
will run the canal. The Su€z
Canal belongs to us. . . .

The canal was built by EgYP
tians. . . . The canal will be
run by Egyptians, Egyptians:
Egyptians! 77




Egypt's seizure of the Suez
Canal in 1956 led to war. British,
French, and Israeli armies invaded
Egypt, but in the end Egypt kept
control of the canal. Nasser’s bold
action made him a hero in the
Arab world. By taking over the
canal, he toppled the last symbol
of European imperialism in the
Middle East.

CHAPTER PERSPECTIVE

During the 1950s, nationalism was a
powerful force in the Middle East.
Although many Middle Eastern na-
tions had won their political inde-
pendence, they resented economic
domination by foreign powers.
Strong-willed leaders like Nasser
moved forcefully to erase all traces
of colonialism and set their coun-
tries on the road to modernization.

As you read, look for these chapter
themes:

= Arab nationalism and Islamic funda-
mentalism reflected the desire of
the Muslim nations of the Middle
East to end western domination.

I~ Middle Eastern governments have

taken a strong role in planning and
supervising economic development.

" Qil wealth has divided the Middle

East into rich and poor nations.

I Rapid population growth and ur-

banization have brought changes to
the Middle East.

P> Iran, Egypt, and Turkey each fol-

lowed its own route toward mod-
ernization.

FES s o I i & iy e o el o
Literature [L]] Connections

For literature suggestions, see Connec-
tions With Literature, pages 804-808.

POLITICAL
DIRECTIONS

' __FIND OUT
What role has pan-Arabism played in
the Middle East?

What different kinds of government
have emerged in the Middle East?

Why did civil war break out in
Lebanon?

What changes do Islamic fundamen-
talists seek?

As a high school student, Gamal Abdel
Nasser worked actively in Egypt’s nationalist
movement. He believed nationalism would
help “rebuild the country so that the weak
and humiliated Egyptian people [could] rise
up again and live as free and independent
men.”

After World War II, a strong sense of na-
tional pride emerged among the newly inde-
pendent nations of the Middle East. National-
ists revived memories of the great Arab
empires that had ruled the Middle East in the
centuries after Muhammad. They called on
Arabs to join forces and free themselves of
domination by the West.

Pan-Arabism

By 1950, most Middle Eastern nations had
won independence. Yet, they still felt the ef-
fects of western imperialism. Their borders
had been drawn by Europeans, and their
economies depended on the West. Although
Muslims wanted western technology, some
bitterly opposed the growing influence of
western culture.

Goals. During the early years after inde-
pendence, some nationalists turned to pan-
Arabism. This movement sought to unite all
Arabs based on their common language and
culture. To promote Arab unity, nationalists
formed the Arab League in 1945.

L“ l Chapter 27 @M
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Arab nationalists believed that 2 unified
Arab state would be a major world power.
Such a state would be strong enough to end
European domination of the Middle East.

Various Arab leaders tried to make pan-
Arabism work. In 1958, Egypt's president,
Gamal Abdel Nasser, organized Egypt and
Syria into the United Arab Republic. The new
nation was shortlived, however. Within three
years, Syria broke away, charging that Egypt
was dominating the union.

Obstacles to unity. Although many lead-
ers talked about a shared Arab culture, na-
tional, ethnic and kinship ties proved to
be stronger than pan-Arab unity. In Syria,
Lebanon, Jordan, Egypt, and Irag, many peo-
ple felt greater loyalty to their own country
than to a pan-Arab state.

pan-Arabism faced other obstacles. Arab
lands included many ethnic and religious
groups that opposed the creation of an Arab
state. In addition, Arab lands had no geo-
graphic unity. They included settlements scat-
tered across a wide area. An economic gap
between rich and poor nations as well as rival-
ries within the Arab world created other stum-
bling blocks.

Although Arab states failed to unite, pan-
Arabism remains a goal of some Arab leaders.
Calls for Arab unity continue to be heard in
the Middle East.

Political Traditions

In general, the period after independence
was a time of experimentation as Middle Eag.
ern nations struggled to define their individy.
al identities. Most states built powerful cen.
tral governments. In some, strongman rulers
emerged.

Forms of government. Most Middle Easi-
ern nations today are republics, though in
some dictators hold power. At independence
many nations were monarchies. Some, uké
Egypt, Iraq, and Iran, later became republics.
Others retained monarchies. Saudi Arabia and
Jordan, for example, are ruled by kings.

The degree to which citizens participate
in government varies greatly from one coun-
try to another. Saudi Arabia has a monarch
who has absolute powet. On the other hand,
Jordan is a constitutional monarchy. It has an
elected parliament, although the king holds
most of the power.

Turkey and Israel are multiparty states
that hold free elections. Their citizens are
generally much more free to express their
political opinions than are citizens of other
nations in the region. However, certain
groups, such as the Kurds in Turkey and Arabs
in Israel, face discrimination. In both Syria and
Iraq, by contrast, a strongman ruler and a sin-
gle party, the Baath party, dominate. Iraqi
president Saddam Hussein has brutally si-

Tha 3aud! Ruling Fa
Crown Prince Abdullah,
center, holds a majli, or
audience, at which his
subjects can ask for help.

| Saudi princes and govern-
ment officials grant similar
audiences to hundreds of
people each day. Subjects
might request help in paying
a daughter's dowry or in
arranging an overseas trip
for medical treatment.
Political System How might
these meetings help the
royal family maintain its
power?




lenced critics and crushed opposition groups.
In Irag and Syria, many people have been
killed for opposing Baath party leaders.

Islamic law. In the past, Islam was both a
religion and, in theory, the basis of govern-
ments in the Middle East. The Koran is held by
Muslims to be the revealed word of God. It is
the highest authority for Islamic law, known as
Shariah (shuh rReg uh). Muslims recognize the
Koran as governing all aspects of life. It pro-
vides guidance for political, social, and eco-
nomic life, as well as for private behavior.

Today, only a few countries, such as Sau-
di Arabia and Iran, rely on Shariah. Most
Middle Eastern nations have western-style
law codes. Even so, the influence of Shariah
is gaining. It has shaped legal ideas across
the region.

Challenges to Stability

Most Middle Eastern governments have
faced challenges to their rule. The causes of
unrest vary. In Iran, Iraq, and Turkey, for exam-
ple, minority ethnic groups such as the Kurds
have demanded self-rule. Rapid population
growth and urbanization have also caused se-
vere strains. Widespread poverty and illiteracy
have added to discontent.

Civil war in Lebanon. For many vyears,
Lebanon was one of the most unstable
places in the Middle East. The country was
home to a number of different Christian and
Muslim groups. The Lebanese constitution di-
vided power among the various groups. How-
ever, it gave less political power to the fast-
growing Muslim population than to Christian
groups. Many Muslims resented this. In 1975,
Lebanon was plunged into a civil war that last-
ed 16 years.

Other problems fed the conflict. Many
Palestinians who had fled their homes in Is-
tz2el lived in Lebanon. Some backed the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization (PLO). The PLO
launched terrorist attacks on Israel from bases
in Lebanon.

Foreign involvement. In time, Syria, Is-
fael, Iran, and the United States all became
Involved in the struggle. Syria and Israel
Occupied parts of Lebanon. Thousands of

Balrut Under Sisge ' More than 150,000
were Killed in Lebanon’s long civil war. The
fighting devastated the capital city of Beirut,
the home of half of the population. A
settiement was finally reached in 1991.
Since then, much of Beirut has been rebuilt.
Diversity How did Lebanon’s ethnic diversity
lead to civil war?

Lebanese were killed in the fighting, and the
once-thriving economy was destroyed.

Finally, in 1991, the Lebanese agreed to a
power-sharing agreement that gave Muslims a
greater say in government. Peace was restored
to the battered country.

The Force of Islamic Tradition

After independence, Middle Eastern na-
tions inherited many elements of western cul-
ture and technology. Leaders set up secular
governments and schools. They replaced Is-
lamic law with law codes based on western-
style principles. In cities, especially many
young people embraced western music, cloth-
ing, and cultural values. Women gained more
freedom to go out in public, and some
stopped covering their heads and faces.

The Islamist movement. Some Muslims
saw westernization as a form of colonialism.
To them, it was an evil force undermining
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Islamic society. They found in religion a pow-
erful way to express their grievances. Follow-
ers demanded a return 1o what they saw as
values set out in the Koran and early Islamic
traditions. However, people in Muslim lands
often disagreed about if this should be done.
The Islamists insisted that governments
use the Shariah as the basis of law. They also

A Pilgrimage to Mecca

Today, as in the past, hundreds of thou-
sands of pilgrims travel to Mecca each year.
They come by plane, car, and bus. On the out-
skirts of Mecca, pilgrims purify themselves by
washing from head to foot. Then, they wrap
themselves in identical seamless white gar-
ments as a reminder that all people are equal
before God. Together they proclaim:

¢6 Here am [, O my God, here am [; no
partner hast Thou, here am I; verily
the praise and the grace are Thine
and the empire. 99

Upon entering Mecca, the thousands of

white-clad pilgrims go directly to the Kaaba.

They circle the holy shrine seven times, recit-
ing prayers glorifying God. Some pilgrims
touch or kiss the Black Stone, which they be-

lieve was sent by God.
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wanted to restore authority to religious ley.
ers and to enforce the strict separation of mep
and women in public places, such as the wep|.
place and schools.

The Islamist view spurred a religious e.
vival throughout the Muslim world. It seemeg
to offer a balance to the rapid social and ecq,.
nomic changes sweeping the Muslim world,

The pilgrimage to Mecca is one
of the five pillars of Islam. AJl
Muslims who can do so are
expected to make the jour-
ney at least once during theijr
lives.
Geography, war, and other factors
once made the journey long and danger-
ous, and thousands of people and camels
died along the way. In 1784, a group of pil-
grims from India traveled so slowly that they
arrived late for the hajj of 1785! Once the pil-
grims reached Mecca, however, they forgot all
the hardships they had suffered. They were
thrilled by the powerful religious experience
and the opportunity to meet people from all
over the world. As one person noted: “the
shouting of the men, the dust and sweat and
the wildly excited faces around me [created] a
sudden, glad stillness within me.”

Today, the hajj continues to bring together
Muslims from all corners of the world. Every
year during the month of pilgrimage, about
2 million Muslims stream into Mecca. Jets
have reduced the travel time to a matter of
hours.

The meaning of the hajj, however, re-

mains unchanged. For devout Muslims, the
hajj is the greatest moment of their life. It is

an act that will count in their favor on Judge-

ment Day.

1. What is the significance of the hajj to Mus-
lims?

2. Analyzing Information How would
the hajj encourage cultural diffusion?




Extremism. While most Islamists did not
promote violence, one branch has turned to
terrorism. Extremist groups such as al Qaeda
have used terror and violence to promote
their values. They claim to be involved in a
holy struggle against the enemies of Islam.

Extremists have targeted the United States
for attack. They accuse it of spreading its cul-
ture and values in a new form of imperialism.
They also condemn the United States for aid-
ing Israel and for helping oppressive govern-
ments stay in power.

Most Middle Eastern leaders reject the ac-
tions of Islamic extremists. They say that west-
ernization is a natural process, not the fault of
any one country. Even before the terrorist at-
tacks on the United States, governments in
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Algeria had cracked
down on Islamic extremists.

However, they were not able to destroy
the movements. In many Muslim countries,
people who feel they have no future continue
to be drawn to the extremists.

SECTION I I REVIEW

1. Identify: (a) pan-Arabism, (b) Shariah,
(c) Islamic fundamentalism.

2. (a) What was the goal of pan-Arabism?
(b) What obstacles did it face?

3. (a) What different kinds of governments
are found in the Middle East? (b) Which
countries are multiparty states that hold
free elections?

4. (a) Which religious groups shared power in
Lebanon before 19757 (b) Why did fighting
erupt among these groups?

5. What are the goals of the Islamist move-
ment?

6. Analyzing Ideas How were both Arab
nationalism and the Islamist movement
responses to western domination’?

7. Writing Across Cultures Review the
obstacles to the creation of a united Arab
state. Then list some of the obstacles that
might exist if the United States considered
uniting with Canada, Australia, and New
Zealand. Write a paragraph explaining why
it may be difficult for several independent
nations to form a single unified nation.

4l

CHANGING

ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL

PATTERNS

| FIND OUT_
What economic goals have Middle East-

ern nations pursued?

How have Middle Eastern nations im-
proved their agriculture?

How has oil affected Middle Eastern na- |
tions?

What are some effects of rapid popula-
tion growth and urbanization?

Vocabulary desalination

E n Arab nations, like Syria, the middle class is
growing. In 1962, Riyadh Seif and his brothers
bought some sewing machines and set up a
workshop. In time, the shop grew into a real
factory. By 1989, Seif had become Syria's
largest private employer and was making
women’s clothing for export. Seif credits his
success to his policy of distributing profits
among workers.

“I take the workers’ youth and their la-
bor,” he says, “so, why shouldn’t I pay them as
well as possible? Every worker who stays five
years at my company will be able to buy an
apartment. And they will return their wages
with even bigger efforts.”

In Syria, the state controls most basic in-
dustries. At the same time, it supports pri-
vate enterprise. People like Seif operate
manufacturing businesses that produce con-
sumer goods such as clothing, shampoo,
and toys. Often, these workshops employ
mostly family members. Taken together,
however, they provide jobs for a large num-
ber of people.
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“Economic Goals and Growth

After independence, a major goal of Mid-
dle Eastern nations was to reduce European
economic influence. Most nations relied on
Europe for manufactured goods. Foreigners
owned key industries. They also controlled the
region’s greatest asset—its oil resources.

Arab socialism. Some Arab nations turned
to socialism as a way of taking charge of their
own destinies. Under socialism, governments
took control of large sections of their
economies.

In the 1950s, a number of Middle Eastern
countries nationalized foreign-owned compa-
nies in industries such as banking, oil, and
food processing. This nationalization re-
duced reliance on the West to some degree.
However, most countries still depended on
Europe, Japan, and the United States for both
high-technology goods and technological
know-how.

Government’s key role. Throughout the
Middle East, governments have taken a lead-

ing role in promoting industrial growth. In sq.
cialist countries like Iraq and Syria, the state
owns nearly all businesses. Even in nonsocig].
ist countries, the government Owns mos;
medium-size and large industries, including
transportation, telephone, and utility compa.
nies. Smaller businesses, however, remain ip
private hands.

Some governments believe that central-
ized control is necessary to achieve modern-
ization. Only governments can raise the capi-
tal to invest in factories, steel mills, roads,
irrigation systems, and schools. Also, govern-
ments are able to make long-term plans. In
Turkey, for example, the government has de-
signied a huge project to turn the southeast
into a rich agricultural region. (See the fea-
ture on page 554.)

Recent trends. Government control of
the economy has had mixed results. Industri-
al output has grown since the 1950s, but
state-run factories are often inefficient. By the
1990s, some countries had begun to move

the economy?

Sartilizer Plant in Jordan The economy of Jordan is based on free enterprise, but
government plays a key role as well. Public funds helped build this factory at the port
city of Aqaba on the Red Sea. It processes phosphate, Jordan’s main mineral
resource, into fertilizer. Choice What are two advantages of centralized control of

=
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away from strict government control toward
a free market economy. They privatized some
govemment-owned industries by selling
them to private investors.

The Population Challenge

In the Middle East, as elsewhere in the
developing world, rapid population growth
poses a challenge to modernization. Egypt's
population has tripled since 1962, jumping
from 17 million to more than 58 million in
199%. In the same period, Irag’s population
grew from less than 7 million to 19 million. At
the current growth rate, the population of
the Middle East will double in 24 years.

The population explosion puts a huge
strain on the region’s resources. Limited
farmland and the scarcity of water make pop-
ulation growth an especially critical problem
in the Middle East.

Some governments have tried to slow the
population boom. Egypt encourages couples
to delay marriage in the hope that they will
have fewer children.

Urban dwellers tend to have smaller fami-
lies because of the cost of raising children. In
rural areas, however, the tradition of large
families remains strong because farm families
need children to help work the land and sup-
port aging family members. As a result, family
planning has had only limited success.

Developing Agriculture

Most people in the Middle East still earn a
living from the land. Yet, as populations grow,
governments have had to import more food.
To improve food production, governments
have poured resources into modernizing agri-
culture. They have also tried to increase the
output of cash crops that earn much-needed
income.

New water supplies. Governments have
worked to increase the amount of farmland
that can be cultivated. In the Middle East, this
means developing dependable water supplies
such as irrigation systems.

Many countries have constructed dams,
such as the Aswan High Dam in Egypt and
the dams built by Syria and Turkey on the Eu-

H

Harvesting Avocados in Israel Mechanized
farming helps produce bumper crops. Less
than 5 percent of Israel’s labor force works in
agriculture, but fruit and vegetables are an
important source of foreign earnings. Israel's
major crop is citrus fruit, which is exported
mainly to Britain, Germany, and ltaly.
Technology How does Israel’s work force dif-
fer from that of other Middle Eastern nations?

(S

phrates River. Dams provide water for irriga-
tion as well as hydroelectric power. Iraq and
Iran have restored and modernized networks
of irrigation canals.

Modern technology has allowed people
to tap other water SOUrces. They have dug
deep wells and carried out specialized scien-
tific studies to find underground reservoirs.
In the Arabian Peninsula, governments have
built huge plants for desalination, or convert-
ing sea water into fresh water for drinking
and irrigation. (See the feature on page 613.)

Improved farming methods. Farmers have
increased crop yields by using better seeds
and fertilizers, which were developed during
the Green Revolution. Machines such as seed
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also helped increase output.

Israel has pioneered new farming meth-
ods such as “fertigation,” a method for pump-
ing water and fertilizer directly to the roots of
plants. Computers control the flow of liquid,
enabling farmers to raise bumper crops of
grain, fruit, and vegetables. The high cost of
fertigation, however, puts it beyond the reach
of many developing countries.

Land reform. In the 1950s, countries such
as Iran, Turkey, and Syria undertook land re-
form programs. By redistributing land to poor
farmers, the governments of these countries
hoped to increase food output, end rural
poverty, and reduce the power of landlords.

Under Nasser, Egypt forced large land-
lords to sell much of their land to landless
peasants. The government s€t up programs
to teach peasants modern farming methods
and provide them with fertilizers and other
basic supplies. Land reform was politically
popular, but it had limited economic SUCCess
because farmers still lacked the training and
supplies they needed to produce efficiently.

The Role of Oil

The Middle East has 60 percent of the
world’s oil reserves. Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq,
Kuwait, Libya, and several small states along
the Persian Gulf are rich in oil. Except for
Jran, all of these states have small popula-
tions. A clear division exists between them
and their more densely populated, poorer
neighbors.

Oil-rich nations have enjoyed remarkable
growth. Using the enormous profits from oil,
they have developed industries, built hand-
some new capital cities, invested in modern
hospitals, and raised the standard of living of
their people. Kuwait, for example, provides
free education and health care for all its citi-
zens. Oil-producing nations have also built
pipelines, ports, and refineries to handle their
oil exports.

Oil resources are unevenly distributed,
but since the late 1960s, the entire Middle
East has benefited from oil wealth. Oil-rich
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er neighbors. More important, in the 1970g
and 1980s, several million workers from
Egypt, Jordan, Yemen, and other Muslim
countries found jobs in oil-producing coun-
tries. These “guest workers” sent much of
their earnings to families back home. In this
way, they helped spread the oil wealth 1o
pOOrer nations.

Urban Growth

Modernization and the population explo-
sion have contributed to the rapid growth of
Middle Eastern cities. Baghdad, Irag, has
grown from a city of 550,000 people in 1965
to one that has more than 5 million today.
The population of the Iranian capital, Tehran,
soared from nearly 2 million to more than 13
million in the same period. Many newcomers
are landless farmers looking for work. Others
are young people from prosperous rural fami-
lies who move to the cities seeking higher
education and better jobs.

Adjusting to city life. Cities are bewilder-
ing places for newcomers. They often live
packed together in crowded neighborhoods
and compete for scarce jobs. Some find only
part-time or short-term work. Others be-
come peddlers, selling bread, fruit, tea, cloth-
ing, and hundreds of other goods on the
streets.

Because housing is limited, millions of
people live in flimsy shacks on the edge of
the city. In Turkey, these shantytowns arc
called gecekondu, which means “houses built
overnight.” Moroccans call them bidonuvilles,
or “tin-can cities.” In Egypt, nearly a million
residents in Cairo have crowded into make-
shift houses built among the tombs and mon-
uments of the City of the Dead, a cemetery
outside the capital. :

In cities, people from the same village of-:
ten cluster together in the same neighbot
hoods. They worship at the same mosque
and gather at the same coffeehouse 1O ek
change news and gossip. Networks of families
and friends help each other find jobs and |
housing. A Lebanese engineer who worked -
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for an airline proudly noted the help he had
given family members. “About 40 of my rela-
tives work for the airline,” he said.

Conflict between generations. Children
usually adapt to city life more quickly than do
their parents. One reason is that children at-
tend school and Jearn to read, while their par-
ents often remain illiterate. Differences in ed-
ucation and attitudes can create conflict
between the generations.

—

Caire's Gity of the Dead  Living space is so
limited in Cairo that people have put up
small houses among the tombs of this
ancient cemetery. Many newcomers from

" rural areas who cannot afford the scarce and
expensive apartments in Cairo live here.
Scarcity Why is decent housing unavailable
in many Middle Eastern cities?

Many young people want fashionable
clothing, cassette tapes, and other items that
their parents think are foolish luxuries.
Teenagers watch music videos and go to see
foreign films. Parents worry that foreign ideas
are undermining traditional values. Some
Middle Eastern governments agree. Saudi
Arabia and Iran have banned western music,
television shows, and movies.

Dating is rare in much of the Middle East.
In many families, parents still arrange mar-
riages for their children. Today, however,
most young women and men expect to have
some say in choosing their marriage partner.

Women's Lives

The status of women varies from one
country to another in the Middle East, de-
pending on each nation’s government, laws,
and social traditions. In conservative places
like Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, or Tehran, Iran, the
law requires women to be veiled when they
go outside their homes. In other Middle East-
ern cities, such as Ankara, Cairo, Damascus,
and Amman, most women walk along the
streets freely and remain unveiled.

Education and work. Everywhere, the
number of women completing high school
and earning university degrees is growing.
Women are entering the work force as doc-
tors, lawyers, journalists, and government
officials.

wWhether or not they work outside the
home, women are responsible for the house-
work and child care. Hadiya, a factory worker
in Cairo, gets up at 5 A.M. (O preparc food for
her husband and son. She takes the boy to
nursery school, works a full day on the job,
then returns home to cook, clean, and take
care of her son until he goes to bed. She says:

66 Sometimes my husband will shop or
take the boy out if he sees me tired.
But all of this is a matter of whim. If I
complain, he tells me to leave work
and get along without my pay. But he
knows we couldn’t do that, not in to-
day’s conditions. 99
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Recent trends. The spread of Islamic fun-
damentalism has affected Muslim women
from all social classes. Many women are
choosing to return to traditional dress—a
floor-length garment and a scarf that covers
the head and neck. To them, these clothes re-
inforce their identity as Muslims and women
in the face of growing western influence.
“This dress is to protect my dignity as a wom-
an,” says an Egyptian journalist. Another
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Egyptian woman, who disagreed with the fun-
damentalists, observed:

68 As long as women are covering their
heads and not their minds, it is an in-
dividual expression. 99

In Arab countries, some women have or-
ganized themselves to challenge the social
patterns of the past. They argue that Islamic
law regarding women was developed to pro-
tect women in the 600s. Islam, they say, must
adapt to the modern world. Muslim women
often face difficult choices, however, as they
try to change social attitudes inherited from
the past.

Pioneering Change

Boutaina Shaaban faced a
¢ difficult  dilemma—to  live
LS d % her own life or obey her
parents’ wishes. Shaaban and her eight broth-
ers and sisters grew up in a Syrian village. Her
father “did his utmost to ensure his daugh-
ters had an equal education to his sons.”

Shaaban did brilliantly in high school.
However, when she graduated, everyone
urged her to get a two-year teaching certifi-
cate, she said, “so that [ could help my father
bring up my younger brothers and sisters.”
Shaaban wanted to study English literature at
the university With her father’s help, she
managed to fulfill her dream. She became
the first young woman to leave her village on
her own to study at the University of Damas-
cus in the Syrian capital. From there, she
went to England for a graduate degree.

51
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Ever since she made

Boutaina Shaaban
the difficult decision to break with tradition
in her own life, Boutaina Shaaban has
encouraged other Arab women to do the
same. Now a professor at Damascus
University, Shaaban has written a book
describing her talks with Arab women about

their lives. Change Why do most Arab
women continue to follow Islamic traditions?

In England, Shaaban fell in love with an

Iragi named Khalil Jawad. She returned home

to get her parents’ approval before marrying.
But her parents rejected the young man.

66 The real problem was that I was the
first woman they had known to
choose her husband quite independ-
ently of her father’s and brothers’
wishes. My father [repeated] that
people in the village were going to
say I had brought my husband with
me and that, like a coward, my father
had to endorse my choice. Although
all my older brothers got married to
women of their own choice, . . . they
all denied me the same right because
... Iwas a woman. 99

Shaaban angrily rejected the double stan-
dard that gave men rights that were denied to



women. Yet, she loved her family and felt
great pressure to obey them. Eventually, her
father told her to either leave Jawad or leave
home and never see her parents again. Sadly,
she said goodbye to her family and has not
seen them since.

In Arab countries, as well as elsewhere,
families are closely knit. Children learn to re-
spect male authority and preserve the family
honor. Shaaban recalls that when she married
in 1981 some people thought she was un-
grateful. After all, her family had given her an
excellent education, and she had abandoned
them to marry as she wished.

Yet, Shaaban does not regret her decision.
Today, she says, women feel more free to
“marry men of their choice, regardless of fam-
ily pressures or social considerations.”

66 In a way, I became a pioneer for a
younger generation which reaped the
fruits of my sacrifice. One of my
younger sisters, for example, just had
to name the man she chose to be giv-
en my father’s blessing and many
wonderful presents besides. 99

Unlike Shaaban, many women have made
the choice to follow traditional social cus-
toms. They make that decision to preserve

A Classroom in Yemen
Middle Eastern countries
with low literacy rates

are working to improve
education. When Yemen
first began public educa-
tion in the 1950s, only 5
percent of its people could
read and write. Today, this
figure has increased to
almost 40 percent and is
steadily growing. Change
Why do you think these
men and women are at-
Ltending school?

family life. They believe that crime, drugs, al-
coholism, and other problems in western so-
ciety are the result of the failure of the family.
They accept Muslim traditions as a guide for
contemporary behavior. [

Education

Middle Eastern nations have placed great
emphasis on education. At independence, the
new nations of the Middle East depended on
foreign engineers and skilled workers. “Almost
all the architects who build new houses, new
factories, and new schools are foreigners,”
complained an Iranian. “In the secondary and
high schools, courses are given by . .. French,
German, and American professors!”

In most Middle Eastern countries, few
people had the technical training needed to
run modern factories. Literacy rates were
Jow, and most children had little if any
schooling.

Since the 1950s, Middle Eastern nations
have made rapid progress toward expanding
education. Oil-rich countries like Kuwait as
well as poorer countries like Turkey have in-
vested millions in building schools and train-
ing teachers. Other countries have not only
raised literacy rates but also doubled and
tripled the number of high school graduates.
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Despite great progress, education is un-
even. Literacy varies from one country to an-
other, berween urban and rural areas, and be-
tween social classes. For example, the adult
literacy rate in Yemen is less than 40 percent,
and in Israel it is more than 90 percent.

Although most boys attend school, educa-
tion for girls lags in many countries. In rural
families, where a child’s labor is needed, one
or more boys may go to school, but the girls
do not. Many parents think girls do not need
to learn to read and write. Still, the enroll-
ment of girls is growing. In Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon, Israel, and the United Arab Emi-
rates, for example, all girls attend school.

The population explosion has created
problems in education. Each year, the grow-
ing number of school-age children outpaces
the number of schools and teachers. Coun-
tries must spend an ever-larger part of their
limited budgets on education. They do so,
however, because a skilled and literate popu-
lation is essential to a modern nation.

SECTION Ei REVIEW
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1. Identify: fertigation.

2. Define: desalination.

3. (a) List three economic goals of Middle
Eastern nations. (b) Give an example of
how they have tried to achieve one of
these goals.

4. Describe three ways in which Middle
Eastern nations have tried to expand
agriculture.

B. (a) How have oil-rich nations benefited
from oil profits? (b) How has oil wealth
affected the poorer nations of the Middle
East?

6. What social changes has urbanization
brought to the Middle East?

7. Analyzing ldeas Why is a skilled and
literate population essential to a modern
nation?

8. Writing Across Cultures Write a paragraph
comparing the issues that create conflicts
between generations in the United States
and in the Middle East.

n Chapter 27 6 ’

THREE NATIONS
ON THE
ROAD TO

MODERNIZATION

What were the causes of the Islamic
revolution in lran?

What economic policies have Egyptian
leaders followed?

How has Turkey progressed toward
modernization?

Vocabulary theoccracy

n 1971, Iran’s ruler, Shah Muhammad Reza
Pahlavi, organized a fantastic spectacle to cel-
ebrate 2,500 years of Persian (Iranian) monar-
chy. His own family was a newcomer among
the many dynasties that had ruled Iran. Yet,
the shah turned to Iran’s splendid past to
strengthen his own image in the eyes of his
people and the world.

Eight years later, the shah and his family
had to flee their homeland as religious revo-
lutionary forces swept into power. The new
rulers of Iran also appealed to the past. Their
Islamic revolution grew out of deep attach-
ments to Muslim traditions dating from the
time of Muhammad.

In this section, you will read about three
of the largest and most influential nations of
the Middle East: Iran, Egypt, and Turkey.
Each has a history that is rooted in ancient
civilizations. Each has followed its own path
to modernization.

Iran

Iran is the second-largest country in the
Middle East and has the third-largest popula-
tion. Its huge oil resources, strategic location
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Nomads in Iran

1 . £

The mountainous land of south-central Iran is the home of the

Qashgai, a nomadic group of about 400,000 people. In search of pasture lands for
their sheep, Qashqai often travel several hundred miles between summer camps in

the highlands and winter camps in the lowlands.

Environment Why might the

Qashgai have to travel so far to find pastures?

on the Persian Gulf, and Islamic revolution
have made it a focus of world attention.

Land and resources. Much of Iran is a dry,
rugged plateau. Most Iranians live in the
northeast, where the rainfall is adequate for
farming. Tehran, the capital, is located in this
fertile region. Like other Iranian cities, Tehran
has grown rapidly. Still, about one third of Ira-
nians are farmers who produce a variety of
Crops.

Oil plays a dominant role in Iran’s econ-
omy, accounting for more than 25 percent
of the national income and 75 percent of the
value of its exports. Iran’s oil reserves are the
third largest in the Middle East and the fourth
largest in the world. Output decreased
sharply after the 1979 revolution and a long
war with Iraq. Today, the country is struggling
to return to prewar levels of oil production.

The people. Iran is home to more than
2 dozen ethnic groups, including Persians,
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Kurds, Baluchis, and Armenians. Only a small
percentage of the people are Arabs. Most Ira-
nians speak Persian, a modern form of the
language of ancient Persia. Most Iranians are
Muslims, but Iran is the only Middle Eastern
nation where Shiites are in the majority.
Modernization. As elsewhere in the devel-
oping world, nationalism fueled a drive to
modernize. Iran was the first Middle Eastern
country to end western control of its oil re-
sources. In 1951, it nationalized its oil wells
and refineries. During the 1950s and 1960s,
the shah used wealth from oil to launch
sweeping economic and social reforms. His
goal was to make Iran “comparable to the
most developed countries in the world.”
Under a land reform program, the shah
broke up large estates and distributed the
land to peasants. He improved health care
and education. The government financed wa-
ter projects and new roads and encouraged

Chapter 27 M
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industrial growth. The shah’s social reforms
also gave women new rights, including the
right to vote.

The reforms provoked angry protests, €s-
pecially from religious leaders. Critics de-
nounced government corruption and the
shah's failure to help the poor. They bitterly
criticized Iran’s alliance with the United States
and the shah’s use of secret police to silence
dissent. They also condemned the shah's ef-
forts to replace Islamic traditions with secular,
western ideas.

Islamic revolution. The shah’s policies
did not improve life for many Iranians. [n-
stead, a growing gap separated the small
group of westernized Iranians from the rest of
the Iranian people. These conditions led
many [ranians to embrace the ideas of an
outspoken cleric, the Ayatollah* Ruhollah
Khomeini (eye uh Tor luh roo HOH luh koh
may nee). In angry sermons, Khomeini called
on [ranians to defend their values. “An enlight-
ened heart cannot stand by silently and watch
while traditions and honor are trampled up-
on,” he said.

In 1979, supporters of Khomeini over-
threw the shah. They made Iran into a
theocracy, a government ruled by religious
leaders. They replaced secular courts with re-
ligious courts and enforced Muslim traditions,
such as the requirement that women wear veils
in public. Strict new laws banned western mu-
sic and movies. As part of their antiwestern
campaign, revolutionaries held 52 American
citizens hostages for more than a year.

Iran’s revolutionaries hoped to spark an
[slamic revolution that would sweep the Mus-
lim world. While the Islamic religious revival
had an impact outside Iran, it did not trigger
revolutions elsewhere. Predominately Sunni
countries were not open to the message of
Iran’s Shiite leaders. Furthermore, most Mus-
lim countries spoke a different language and
had different political and social conditions.

Economic patterns. Iran’s economy slowed
after the revolution. Because of a United

*Ayatollah is a Persian word that means “sign of
Allah.” Tt is the highest title that can be held by a Shiite
Muslim religious leader.
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Demonsiration i Tehran These [ranians
are carrying pictures of the Ayatollah
Khomeini. lslamic fundamentalists like these
strongly supported his rule. Iran today seeks
closer ties with other nations, but not with
the United States, which it calls “the symbol
of bullying . . . and cruelty to the weak
nations of the world.”  Cufture Why does

Iran accept some western practices but
reject others?

States trade boycott, Iran could not get spare
parts for factories. This forced many of them
to close. A long and destructive war with Iraq
further disrupted the economy. You will read
about this war in the next chapter.

The new Islamic government promoted
land reform and irrigation projects. When the
Iran-Iraq war ended, the government moved
resources from fighting to rebuilding the
economy. Today, Iran has industries ranging
from food processing to auto assembly plants.




Iran faces many economic challenges. Per-
haps the greatest arises from its huge popula-
tion of young people. They will soon need ed-
ucation and jobs. To provide food, agricultural
output must keep up with demand. Crops re-
quire water, but Iran faces severe water short-
ages from long-term drought. The price of oil
is another concern. When oil prices fall, Iran’s
income declines.

Recent trends. After Khomeini died in
1989, new leaders slowly made changes. They
renewed some ties to western nations that
had been cut after the revolution. In 1999,
Iran celebrated 20 years of its Islamic revolu-
tion. By then, the country was slowly moving
toward democracy by holding elections.

The elections were limited to Islamic candi-
dates. Still, the results revealed tensions between
reformers and traditionalists within the Islamist
movement. Reformers want to quicken the pace
of economic and social change. Traditionalists

reject modernizing influences that they believe
might undermine Islamic principles.

Egypt

As in Iran, nationalism helped shape mod-
ern Egypt. Egypt, however, lacks Iran’s vast oil
resources, and its geography poses obstacles
to development.

Land and people. Egypt has the largest
population in the Middle East and ranks third
in area. Because most of Egypt is desert,
about 95 percent of Egyptians live on just
5 percent of the land. Cities, towns, and vil-
lages border a narrow strip of land along the
Nile River. Almost 12 percent of Egypt’s peo-
ple live in Cairo.

Despite urban growth, about 40 percent
of the Egyptian people are still farmers. To-
day, as in the past, the fertile Nile Valley is
Egypt’s greatest natural resource. Developing

Towntown Gaire  With a rapidly growing population, Egypt is troubled with high
unemployment. As a result, many young men travel to other Arab countries in search
of jobs. In the early 1990s, over 2 million Egyptians were working abroad and sending
money home to support their families. Geography How might Egypt’s gecgraphy
contribute te unemployment?
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agriculture is a major goal of the govern-
ment's economic policies.

Nasser’s policies. In the 1950s, President
Gamal Abdel Nasser promoted Arab social-
ism. He increased the economic power of the
government by nationalizing industries and
taking control of foreign-owned businesses,
including the Suez Cana:. He redistributed
land to poor farmers and increased the wages
of urban workers. Nasser’s goal was to expand
farm output and end economic dependence
on the West by developing Egypt’s industry.

With foreign loans and grants, first from
the United States and then from the Soviet
Union, Nasser financed the building of the
Aswan High Dam. This huge dam allowed
Egypt to irrigate more farmland, control Nile
flooding, and produce low-cost hydroelectric
power for factories and homes. Lake Nasser,
which formed behind the dam, also support-
ed a fishing industry.

The dam has had environmental costs,
however. It ended the annual Nile flood,
which brought fertile soil to the valley. Today,
Egyptian farmers must buy costly chemical

ST i

fertilizers. Without new deposits of soil at the
Nile delea, coastal erosion has increased. Alsg
changes in the Nile water led to reduced fish
life in the Mediterranean.

Economic patterns. Under Nasser, Egypg
made some economic progress. It built new
industries, such as textiles, chemicals, and
steel. However, Arab-Israeli tensions led tg
two disastrous wars. Also, Egypt had trouble
getting the capital it needed to invest in in-
dustry. Western nations distrusted Nasser's
socialist economic policies and feared they
would not be repaid if they lent money 0
Egypt. In addition, they were concerned
about Nasser's close relationship with the So-
viet Union.

Nasser’s successor, Anwar Sadat, moved
away from Arab socialism. However, the gov-
ernment continued to play a major role in the
economy. Sadat encouraged an economic
“open door” policy. He welcomed foreign in-
vestment and supported private industry. He
also took Egypt on a new course in foreign af-
fairs and became the first Arab leader to make
peace with Israel. (See Chapter 28.) Other

The Port of Alexandria
Much of Egypt's trade
passes through Alexandria.
Egypt remains an agricul-
tural nation, whose main
export is cotton. However,
Egypt also is building steel
mills, light industries, and
food processing plants as
it becomes industrialized.
Choice How does the
rapidly growing population
of Egypt encourage the
growth of industry?




Arab nations condemned his action. In 1981,
after several years of economic distress, Sadat
was killed by Muslim extremists.

Hosni Mubarak, Egypt's new president, fo-
cused on the country’s economic ills. He tried
to balance the needs of a large population
with the requirement to repay Egypt's foreign
debts. However, cuts in social programs hurt
thousands of Egyptians. Islamist groups won
popular support by setting up aid programs
among the poor.

Some Islamist groups turned to terrorism
to fight Mubarak. The worst attack came in
1997. In a bid to destroy Egypt’s tourist indus-
try, a band of terrorists brutally murdered
58 foreign tourists, including women and chil-
dren. These tactics brought a harsh govern-
ment crackdown and cost the terrorists popu-
lar support.

In foreign affairs, Mubarak took a cautious
approach. He supported peace with Israel but
improved ties with other Arab nations. He re-
mained a key ally of the United States, which
provided much aid to Egypt. Islamic extrem-
ists, however, bitterly criticized American sup-
port for Mubarak’s rule.

Turkey

Turkey links the Middle East and
Europe. Most of Turkey, including its capital,
Ankara, lies in Asia Minor. A tiny area is
located in Europe. Several bridges across the
Bosporus link Europe and Asia.

Turkey’s location gives it control of the
sea route that connects the Black Sea with
the Mediterranean. Ships from the former
Soviet Union and parts of Eastern Europe
must pass through the Turkish Straits to
reach the Mediterranean, Africa, and beyond.,

During the Cold War, Turkey built close
economic and military ties with the West. It
joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO), a western military alliance.

For years, Turkey also has sought to join
the European Union (EU). Membership in the
EU would help increase its trade and other
ties with Europe. However, many Europeans
are reluctant to open their borders to Turkey’s
large Muslim population.

Land and people. Unlike other Middle
Eastern countries, Turkey has no deserts.
Like Iran, it has high, arid plateaus. Its land
varies from a tropical southern coast to cool-
er interior highlands. In these diverse cli-
mates, farmers cultivate crops ranging from
bananas and olives to wheat and potatoes.

Although nearly all Turks are Sunni
Muslims, they are not Arabs. Turks take
pride in their distinct language, culture, and
history. For hundreds of years, their huge
Ottoman Empire dominated the Middle East
and parts of Europe.

About 10 to 12 million Turkish people are
Kurds. Most of them live in the mountains of
the southeast. As in Iran and Irag, Turkish
Kurds faced discrimination and repression. In
an attempt to suppress Kurdish culture, the
Turkish government forbade teaching the Kur-
dish language in schools.

This policy fed violence in Turkey. It has
led to Kurdish demands for self-rule or an in-
dependent state. Kurdish separatists have bat-
tled government forces, and some have
turned to terrorism. Kurds have also launched
guerrilla attacks in nearby countries, such as
Irag and Iran, which have large Kurdish mi-
norities. At present, hopes remain dim for
peaceful settlement of the Kurdish issue.

Economic patterns. Since the 1920s,
Turkey has built itself into a modern, secular
state. Today, Turkey has one of the most bal-
anced economies in the Middle East. It has a
mix of modern industry and trade, along with
traditional agriculture. Irrigation projects, new
fertilizers, and better seed have helped Turk-
ish farmers increase food output.

At the same time, Turkey has developed a
number of industries, such as automobile
manufacturing, textiles; and food processing.
To make up for its lack of oil, Turkey has built
dams that provide hydroelectric power.

In the past, the government exercised
substantial control over the economy. More
recently, it has reduced its role in the econo-
my. It has privatized some industries and set
up joint ventures with European companies.

Challenges. Despite progress toward mod-
ernization, Turkey faces many challenges. Its
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Iraq meet.
Kurds?

About half of the world’s 20 million Kurds live in Turkey.
The Kurds have always resisted foreign rulers. For centuries, they have tried to estab-
lish their own nation in the mountainous region where the borders of Turkey, Iran, and

Human Rights Why might Turkey, Iran, and lraq discriminate against the

population is growing faster than the econo-
my’s ability to create new jobs. Many Turks
have been forced to find work in Western Eu-
rope. The money they send home helps their
families and the Turkish economy as well.
However, economic slowdowns and anti-
foreign feeling in Europe have forced some
Turks to return home.

At times, economic or political crises have
led to violence. Turkey has many political par-
ties, and rivalry among them has sometimes
caused unrest. On occasion, the military has
seized power to restore order. Each time,
however, the military has voluntarily handed
power back to civilian hands.

[slamic political parties have gained sup-
port in recent years. Islamic reformers reject
western values. Furthermore, their religious
goals clash with Turkey's secular constitution.

The Turkish government and the military
oppose any change in the separation between
government and religion. The government
has banned some Islamic political parties.
Thus, Turkey today stands at a crossroads be-
tween the demands of Islamic reformers and
those in the government and military who fa-

vor modernization.
m Chapter 27 gq

SECTION EI REVIEW

1. Locate: (a) Iran, (b) Egypt, (c) Turkey,
(d) Ankara, (e) Istanbul.

2. Ildentify: (a) Muhammad Reza Pahlavi,

(b) Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, (c) Gamal
Abdel Nasser, (d) Aswan High Dam,

(e) Anwar Sadat, (f) Hosni Mubarak,

(g) Kurds.

3. Define: theocracy.

4. (a) Why did Islamist clerics in Iran dislike
the reforms made by the shah's govern-
ment? (b) How have the clerics changed
Iran?

5. (a) What economic policies did Nasser
introduce? (b) How did Sadat and Mubarak
change Nasser’'s policies?

6. (a) Describe three steps that Turkey has
taken toward modernization. (b) Describe
three challenges that Turkey faces today.

7. Comparing (a) What goals do Iran, Egypt,
and Turkey have in common? (b) Compare
the ways in which each nation has pursued
its goals.

8. Writing Across Cultures In a brief
paragraph, describe how your life might
be different if you lived in lran.
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Match each term at left with the correct definition at right.

1. pan-Arabism a. method of pumping water and fertilizer to the roots of plants

2. Shariah b. nation ruled by religious leaders

3. fertigation c. movement to unite all Arabs based on their common language
4. desalination and culture

5. theocracy d. Islamic law

e. process of converting sea water into fresh water

. How has Islamic law influenced Middle East-

ern governments?

. Describe three causes of instability in the

Middle East.

. What steps have Middle Eastern govern-

ments taken to promote economic growth?

. How has rapid population growth in the

Middle East affected agriculture?

. Why did the shah'’s efforts to modernize lran

face opposition?

. Why has Egypt had difficulties in its efforts

to modernize?

(a) How is Turkey similar to other Middle
Eastern nations? (b) How is it different?

. Middle Eastern nations have tried to reduce

western domination in various ways. (a) How
did Arab socialists seek to reduce depend-
ence on the West? () What alternative does
the Islamist movement offer to western cul-
tural influences?

. Oil has divided the Middle East into “have”

and “have-not” nations. (a) How have oil-
rich nations used their wealth to modernize?
(b) How have poorer Middle East nations
benefited from the wealth of other nations?

Rapid population growth poses a challenge
to modernization. Describe what problems
the population boom creates in (a) food
production, (b) cities, (¢) education.

}

4. Middle Eastern governments have taken a

leading role in overseeing economic devel-
opment. (a) Describe the steps taken by the
governments of Egypt and Turkey to encour-
age modernization. (b) How have their eco-
nomic policies affected Islamic clerics?

. Analyzing Ideas How does the Islamist

movement offer an alternative to westerniza-
tion in some nations of the Middle East?

. Making Global Connections If the pop-

ulation of the United States were distributed
like that of Egypt, most Americans would
live in an area the size of Montana. (a) How
has geography created hardships for Egypt?
(b) How has it favored the United States?

. Comparing Points of View Review the

section titled “Women's Lives” and the Up
Close, “A Bitter Choice,” on pages 600-601.
(a) What different points of view about
women are presented? (b) What arguments
does each side use to support its point of
view? (¢) With which side do you agree? Ex-
plain. (See Skill Lesson, page 629.)

. Making a Generalization Make a gener-

alization about the challenges Middle East-
ern societies face as they try to modernize.
Then, give at least two facts to support your
generalization.
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Note to Students

Western geographers originally coined the term “Middle East” in the early twentieth century
to indicate the land between the Persian Gulf and Southeast Asia. Today, the term “Middle East”
can be used to describe a region spanning countries as far apart as Morocco in North Africa to
Pakistan in Southeast Asia. In this reading, the term “Middle East” refers to the countries high-
lighted above, stretching from Egypt in the west to Iran in the east. The term “Arab world” refers
to the countries in which Arabic is widely spoken. This includes countries in North and East
Africa and extends to the Persian Gulf. It does not include Iran.
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Introduction: After September 11

On September 11, 2001, terrorists angry
about the U.S. military’s presence in Sau-
di Arabia and the U.S. role in the Middle East
attacked the World Trade Center in New York
City and the Pentagon in Washington D.C. The
terrorists were followers of Osama bin Laden,
a multi-millionaire originally from Saudi Ara-
bia. Bin Laden had been implicated in attacks
on the U.S. embassies in Tanzania and Kenya
in 1998. Other reports linked him and his or-
ganization, al Qaeda (loosely translated as “the
base”), to the bombing deaths of U.S. military
personnel in Saudi Arabia in 1996 and the
attack on the USS Cole by suicide bombers in
2000 that killed nineteen U.S. sailors.

Before September 11, 2001, the United
States had cut its defense budget. Some U.S.
troops had been withdrawn from overseas
bases. Foreign aid spending on most parts of
the world had been slashed. After September
11, U.S. leaders and the U.S. public began
to reconsider carefully U.S. policies in the
Middle East as well as the nation's role in
the world. In early 2002, President George W.
Bush identified two Middle-Eastern countries,
Iran and Iraq, as part of an “axis of evil” that
threatened the security of the United States
and the world.

In the spring of 2003, U.S.-led military
forces raced through the Iragi desert, swept
aside Saddam Hussein’s military, and occu-
pied Iraq. Now in its sixth year, the war in Iraq
has caused divisions both at home and abroad.
The political and economic consequences
of the occupation, as well as the physical
destruction in Iraq, promise to ripple across
the landscape of the Middle East for years to
come.

In addition to the September 11 attacks
and the war in Iraq, the Arab-Israeli conflict,
and concerns about Iran’s nuclear ambitions
also put the Middle East on the forefront of the
minds of many U.S. citizens.

Why does the United States maintain
an active role in the Middle East?

The United States maintains an active role
in the Middle East for four main reasons. First,
the United States wants to ensure the steady
flow of oil, the fuel which currently drives
most of the world’s economies. Second, the
United States is concerned about long-term
stability and about retaining power and influ-
ence in this important area of the world. The
U.S. involvement in Iraq and its promotion
of democracy fall under this category. Third,
the United States is concerned about nuclear
proliferation, so it keeps a close eye on Iran,
which the U.S. government believes is trying
to develop nuclear weapons. Finally, the Unit-
ed States has long been enmeshed in efforts to
settle the conflict between Israel and its Arab
neighbors. Each of these reasons overlaps with
the others, making the U.S. role in the Middle
East very complex.

In the following pages, you will read about
the debate regarding U.S. policy in the Middle
East. You will confront the same questions
facing U.S. policymakers: Which interests and
values should provide the basis for the role of
the United States in the region? How should
the Middle East’s enormous oil reserves and
the United States’ close relationship with
Israel figure into our calculations? Does the
importance of Islam in the politics of the
Middle East challenge the United States?

The reading will prepare you to wrestle
with these questions. In Part I, you will ex-
plore the history of U.S. involvement in the
Middle East since World War 1. In Part II, you
will examine the critical issues facing the
United States in the Middle East today. Final-
ly, you will have the opportunity to consider
four options for the future of the U.S. role in
the Middle East.
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Part I: The Middle East in the World

In the nineteenth and early twentieth centu- man and Safavid Empires, by the nineteenth
ries, most people in the United States were century the Middle East had fallen behind the
introduced to the Middle East through the nations of the West. The advances in science
Bible. The territories that are at the center of and technology that fueled the Industrial Rev-
the Arab-Israeli conflict today were referred olution in Britain, the United States, and other
to as the “holy land.” The Middle East, which Western nations were slow to reach the Middle
is often called the cradle of civilization, is the East. The Middle Easterners who greeted the
birthplace of three of the world’s major reli- missionary pioneers were surprised when they
gions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. began to understand that their region lacked

much of what Westerners took for granted.

For instance, the Ottoman military was unable
to match the new firepower of its European
rivals, and the traders who followed the mis-
sionaries brought items Middle Easterners had
not seen before.

During the Middle Ages, Islamic empires
in the region were at the center of the world’s
science, scholarship, and commerce. By the
1500s, the Ottoman Turks, one of those em-
pires, had skillfully ruled over the diverse
peoples and religions of the area which

stretched from the Persian Gulf to the western By the turn of the twentieth century, the
end of North Africa for three centuries. This Ottoman Empire was in decline, often called
empire was militarily strong as well. In 1683, the “sick man of Europe.” Throughout Europe
an Ottoman army invaded Europe, conquering and the Middle East at that time nationalist
Eastern Europe as far as the Austrian city of movements challenged large, multinational
Vienna before being stopped. empires. For the Ottomans, this trend, as well

as European imperialism, ultimately destroyed
the empire. In southeastern Europe, local inde-
pendence movements took territory away from

To the east of the Ottomans, the Safavid
Empire of Iran was a thriving center of Persian
culture and commerce from 1501 to 1736. A
well-administered and stable
governmental system allowed
the Safavid capital of Isfahan
with its population of over
400,000 to become renowned
for its poetry, paintings, and
scholarship.

The Middle East

Meets the West

In the early 1800s Prot-
estant missionaries traveled
to the Middle East, hoping to
convert the Muslims of the re-
gion to Christianity. To a large
extent, U.S. impressions of
the Middle East were filtered
through the eyes of these mis-
sionaries.

Despite the earlier wealth == e
and scholarship of the Otto- The nineteenth century Middle East in the Western imagination.
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the Ottomans. In the northeastern reaches of
the empire, ambitious Russian tsars interested
in gaining more land drove them out. Mean-
while, the Ottoman economy increasingly fell
under the domination of European nations
eager to gain access to oil, a material growing
in importance for military and civilian uses.
Britain and France, nations with no oil fields
of their own, were especially interested in con-
trolling the region.

To the east of the Ottomans, Russia and
Britain competed to control Iran and its
resources throughout the nineteenth century.
Iran’s economy and infrastructure suffered
from being in the middle of the two great
powers’ struggle. In 1907, Russia and Britain,
fearing that the newly-established constitu-
tional regime would limit their role in Iran,
agreed to cooperate with each other. In 1912,
they invaded Iran to assure “stability” and
“security.”

How did World War I affect the Middle East?

World War I, which began in 1914, de-
stroyed the Ottoman Empire. In the early
months of the war, the Ottoman Empire allied
itself with Germany and the Austro-Hungarian
Empire. Although the decisive battles of the
war took place in Europe, the Middle East was
thrown into turmoil as well. British forces,
with the assistance of their Arab allies, drove
Ottoman armies out of most of the empire’s
Arab provinces. Fighting between Russia and
the Ottomans along the Caucasus front turned
vast areas into wasteland.

During the war, parts of Iran were occu-
pied by the Ottoman Empire, by Russia, and
by Britain. Iranian leaders had hoped to free
themselves from European influence after
World War I. But after the Ottomans were
defeated and the Russians left to focus on their
own revolution in 1917, the British took steps
to make sure they could continue to access
Iranian oil.

What was the Sykes-Picot Accord?
Meanwhile, much of the most important
action took place away from the battlefield.
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In 1916, diplomats from Britain and France
signed a secret treaty concerning the postwar
division of the Ottoman Empire. Under the
terms of what was known as the Sykes-Picot
Accord, the British and French agreed to carve
up the Arab provinces of the empire between
themselves.

€ 6It is accordingly understood
between the French and British
governments.... That...France and...
Great Britain shall be allowed to
establish such direct or indirect
administration or control as they
desire and as they may think fit
to arrange with the Arab state or
confederation of Arab states.”

—from the Sykes-Picot Agreement

How did President Wilson’s principle of
“self-determination” affect the Middle East?
U.S. President Woodrow Wilson presented
the main obstacle to British and French de-
signs. When the United States joined World
War Iin 1917, Wilson insisted that his coun-
try was fighting for a higher set of ideals than
the European powers were. He announced a
sweeping fourteen-point peace plan which
he hoped to implement at the end of the war.
Among the key principles of Wilson’s proposal
was a call for a postwar international system
(a “League of Nations”) based on the “self-
determination,” or right to govern oneself, of
nations.

€6The Turkish portion of the present
Ottoman Empire should be assured
a secure sovereignty, but the other
nationalities which are now under
Turkish rule should be assured an
undoubted security of life and an
absolutely unmolested opportunity of
autonomous development....”

—Point XII of the Fourteen Points,
Woodrow Wilson, 1918

Arab leaders applauded Wilson’s views.
They saw the president’s emphasis on self-de-
termination as an endorsement of Arab efforts
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to govern themselves without outside inter-
ference. In contrast, the British and French
realized that self-determination undermined
their plan to impose the Sykes-Picot Accord
on the Middle East.

Ultimately, at the Paris Peace Confer-
ence following World War I, Wilson backed
down from his call for self-determination. His
European counterparts forced a compromise
which allowed European nations to keep their
colonial possessions.

When Wilson returned to the United
States, he encountered strong opposition to

that were beneficial to the United States. Once
the United States had retreated from the inter-
national scene, Britain and France were free to
divide the defeated Ottoman Empire.

What were “mandates”?

The newly-formed League of Nations,
precursor to the United Nations, decided that
many of the areas that had been controlled
by the Ottoman Empire were unprepared
for self-government. The League established
“mandates,” which gave Britain and France
the authority to control and manage the new

states that had been carved out of the Ottoman
Empire in the Middle East. While France took
over Syria and Lebanon, the British controlled
Iraq, Kuwait, Palestine, Jordan, and most of
the coastal areas of the Arabian peninsula.
Although these areas were not officially called
“colonies,” the Arabs within these mandates
saw themselves as subjects
of European colonialism.

With Russia weakened
by civil war, Iran increas-
ingly fell within Britain’s
sphere of economic domi-
nation as well. Turkey and
Saudi Arabia were the only

{1 2 ) Middle Eastern countries

CYoRUS T e —— Unened border to attain complete inde-
Meditemanean Seiru ] : : pendence after World War

] L. In Turkey, a nationalist
movement overthrew the
last remnants of the Otto-
man Empire and established
a republic in 1923. In the
Saudi Arabian kingdom,
leaders preferred not to have
connections with the inter-
national world.

U.S. participation in the new international
system he had envisioned. In 1919, the U.S.
Senate soundly rejected the treaty that Wilson
had helped negotiate. Wilson’s defeat was a
turning point for the United States. Over the
next two decades, U.S. leaders chose to be
involved in international affairs only in ways
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British and French influence in the Middle East, 1926.
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Oil Politics

The contest for Euro-
pean control of the Middle
East during and after
World War I was driven
largely by oil. The war
effort had been powered
mostly by coal, but far-
sighted military strategists
understood that the next
major war would be fueled
by oil. Oil was quickly
becoming the lifeblood
of economies around the
world.

€¢I am quite clear that it
is all-important for us
that this oil should be
available.”

—Lord Balfour, British
foreign secretary, 1918

How did the
United States become involved in the
oil politics of the Middle East?

Compared to the European Allies, the
United States was a latecomer to the oil poli-
tics of the Middle East. Unlike Britain and
France, the United States was an oil giant and
produced roughly two-thirds of the world’s oil
output during World War I. Nonetheless, U.S.
policymakers encouraged U.S. oil companies
to begin looking overseas for new oil reserves.

To maintain good relations with the
United States in the 1920s, the British agreed
to allow U.S. oil companies to participate
in the development of the Middle East’s oil
resources. At the time, the two main centers of
oil production in the region were northern Iraqg
and the Iranian side of the Persian Gulf.

Serious oil exploration in Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait did not take place until the 1930s.
Leading members of the Saudi royal family
were reluctant to open their country to foreign
oil firms in the 1920s because they were wor-
ried that their traditional way of life would be
disrupted.
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But the Saudis also wanted to increase
their wealth and reduce poverty in their
kingdom. In 1933, they signed a sixty-year
agreement with Standard Oil of California (SO-
CAL). In exchange for $175,000 up front and
the promise of royalty payments on any oil
produced, SOCAL was permitted to explore
360,000 square miles of eastern Saudi Arabia
(an area larger than Texas and Oklahoma com-
bined). SOCAL invested $10 million before
making a major discovery in 1938. At about
the same time, a British-American partnership
also struck oil in Kuwait.

What was the first oil war?

World War II illustrated the geopolitical
importance of oil. The eruption of war in 1939
dashed hopes of turning a quick profit from
the newly-discovered oil fields of the Middle
East. Instead of expanding production, U.S.
and British leaders tried to prevent the energy
resources of the Middle East from falling into
the hands of Nazi Germany. In 1941, British
and Soviet troops jointly occupied Iran to
block German ambitions. Technicians even

ADIA, Used with permission.
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made plans to destroy the oil wells of the Per-
sian Gulf in case Germany invaded the region.
World War IT had a profound impact on the
position of the Middle East in international
affairs.

As strategists in World War I had foreseen,
oil was essential for the armies of World War
II. The decisive weapons of the conflict—
airplanes, tanks, and military trucks—all ran
on fuels derived from oil. The war aims of
the leading Axis powers, Germany and Japan,
were shaped by their quests for oil resources.

The United States was the industrial
engine of the Allied victory in World War IL
Protected from enemy attack by two oceans,
U.S. industry boomed. By the end of 1942,
U.S. military production surpassed the output
of Germany and Japan combined. During the
next year, U.S. factories turned out roughly
100,000 warplanes. The United States was also
blessed with abundant oil reserves. In 1940,
for example, the United States produced 63
percent of the world’s oil (compared to less
than 5 percent from the Middle East). The
United States’ wartime leaders feared that
demand would soon outstrip supply. Like
their British and French counterparts in World
War I, U.S. officials in World War II wanted to
secure their country’s access to oil.

¢ ¢If there should be a World War 111
it would have to be fought with
someone else’s petroleum, because
the United States wouldn’t have it.”

—Henry Ickes, U.S. secretary of the
interior, 1943

Why was Saudi Arabia so important
to the United States?

The U.S. strategy included fresh attention
to Saudi Arabia. Before 1939, the United States
did not have a single diplomat in the country.
But in 1943, President Franklin Roosevelt
began providing aid to the Saudi monarchy,
which was on the verge of financial collapse
because of the war. Over the next decade
U.S. involvement in Saudi Arabia increased
dramatically as U.S. citizens consumed more
gasoline in their cars and industry boomed.

SOCAL'’s 1938 discovery of a huge oil field
brought increased cooperation between

Saudi Arabia and the United States. (SOCAL
changed its name to ARAMCO, or Arab-Ameri-
can Oil Company, in 1944.) Since then, oil has
been at the center of U.S. policy in the Middle
East.

The Birth of Israel

The creation of Israel in 1948 complicated
U.S. efforts to retain friends in the Persian
Gulf. In the aftermath of the Holocaust, the
Jewish quest for a homeland gained support
in the United States. But most Arab leaders
opposed Israel because the country was carved
out of lands where Arabs already lived. Saudi
King Saud Ibn Saud even threatened to break
his contract with ARAMCO to protest U.S.
policy. Nonetheless, the United States played
a key role in bringing the Jewish state into
existence. The story of Israel’s creation starts
in the late 1800s.

What was Zionism?

“Zion” is a Hebrew word for the land of
Israel. Zionism, the movement for establishing
the state of Israel, had its origins in Europe,
where Jews had long been subjected to perse-
cution. At the end of the nineteenth century,
some Jewish intellectuals argued that their
people could flourish safely only by establish-
ing an independent state. They looked in East
Africa and South America before settling on
Palestine, a significant region in Jewish histo-
ry, as the best choice. In the early 1900s, these
Zionists started buying land there for Jewish
settlements.

6 6One fundamental fact—that we must
have Palestine if we are not going fo
be exterminated.”

—Chaim Weizmann, Zionist leader, 1919

What promises did Great Britain make
to Arabs and Jews during World War I?

In 1917, Britain issued the Balfour Decla-
ration, pledging to help establish “a national
home” for Jews in Palestine. The British hoped
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that the declaration would rally Jewish opin-
ion, especially in the United States, behind the
Allied war effort in World War I. At the same
time, the British promised Sharif Hussein, the
ruler of Mecca, that they would help to set up
an independent Arab state across all of the
Arab areas of the Ottoman Empire after the
war. In exchange, Hussein began a rebellion
against the Ottomans in Arabia, which helped
the Allies to win the war. These dual promises
proved to have long-term effects on the Middle
East.

Between 1922 and 1939, as Zionists
moved to Palestine, the Jewish population in
Palestine rose from 84,000 to 445,000, or about
30 percent of the total population. But the
Zionist movement increasingly found itself at
odds with the aspirations of Palestinian Arabs
to forge a state of their own. British efforts to
strike a balance between Palestinians and Jews
failed to hold down the escalating tensions.

Why did so many Jews head to
Palestine in the 1940s?

Zionism might not have fulfilled its mis-
sion without the tragedy of the Holocaust.

During World War II, Adolf Hitler sought to ex-

terminate all of the Jews of Europe. Six million
Jews were put to death by the Nazis.

After the war, hundreds of thousands of
Jewish refugees saw immigration to Palestine
as the only hope for rebuilding their lives. The
Holocaust also won the Zionists widespread
sympathy in the West. President Truman
became personally committed to the Zionist
cause.

In 1947, the British announced they
would leave Palestine within a year, turn-
ing over responsibility for the mandate to the
newly-formed United Nations (UN). A plan
to partition the mandate between Jews and
Palestinian Arabs passed the UN General As-
sembly by two votes, thanks in large part to
U.S. lobbying.

How did Israel’s creation plant
the seeds of conflict?
The Zionists viewed the UN partition
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plan as their best hope for a Jewish state, and
accepted it. The Arab world did not, fearing
that Arabs, who were in the majority, would
become subject to a minority immigrant popu-
lation. Arabs also felt that the creation of Israel
would led to instability in the region.

Knowing the British would pull their
troops out the day the partition went into
effect, Zionists began to take control of the
territory allotted to them by the UN, includ-
ing many predominantly Arab towns that had
been included in the Jewish zone. As the date
of the British departure approached, violence
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erupted as each side fought to extend its con-
trol. Fighting soon engulfed much of Palestine.
This violence was intense; there were terrorist
acts on both sides.

With the withdrawal of the last British
forces in May 1948, Israel proclaimed itself a
state and immediately won recognition from
the United States and the Soviet Union. The
Arab states refused to recognize Israel.

For some time, Palestinian Arabs had been
supported in their fight by men and arms from
neighboring Arab countries. The day after Isra-
el declared itself an independent state, forces
from Egypt, Syria, Transjordan (now known as
Jordan), Lebanon, and Iraq invaded Israel.

§¢It does not matter how many [Jews]
there are. We will sweep them info
the sea.”

—Abd al-Rahman Azzam Pasha,
Secretary General of the Arab League, 1948

Fearing just such an attack, Zionist leaders
had been collecting weapons for years. By the
time a truce was reached in January 1949, the
Zionists had seized a large portion of the land
that the UN had designated for the Palestin-
ians. What was left of the former mandate was
claimed by Transjordan (which absorbed the
West Bank) and Egypt (which held the Gaza
Strip). More than 750,000 Palestinians be-
came refugees. Arab countries refused to make
peace with or to recognize the fledgling Israeli
state. Without a treaty, the cease-fire lines in
effect became the borders between Israel and
its neighbors. The animosity set the stage for
decades of conflict.

Although the Truman administration
approved a $100 million loan for Israel, U.S.
policy remained torn. Within the State Depart-
ment (the governmental body responsible for
carrying out U.S. foreign policy), many of-
ficials advised against supporting Israel. They
feared an Arab backlash against the United
States. These fears were based in part on the
United States’ need for oil from Arab nations,
and also on the growing presence of the Soviet
Union following World War II.

The Middle East in the
Midst of the Cold War

Since the early 1800s, Britain had been
the leading power in the Middle East. Britain
controlled the Suez Canal (linking the Red
Sea and the Mediterranean) and most of Egypt
after 1882. British naval forces patrolled the
Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf, guarding ship-
ping lanes to India, the jewel of the British
Empire.

World War II brought down the old order
of international relations. In 1947, British of-
ficials told their U.S. allies that Britain could
no longer maintain its presence in the Middle
East. World War II had nearly bankrupted
Britain. Britain’s postwar leaders saw their
enormous empire as a financial burden. They
urged the administration of U.S. President
Harry Truman to fill the vacuum in the Middle
East ahead of the powerful Soviet Union. Both
Britain and the United States saw the Soviet
Union as a dangerous expansionist power.
They believed protecting the Persian Gulf’s oil
reserves from Soviet control was critical to the
West’s economic survival. Indeed, in 1948, for
the first time, the United States imported more
oil than it exported.

In fact, the Soviets had already begun to
increase their activities in the Middle East.
In Iran, the Soviets delayed the withdrawal
of their troops after the war. In Turkey, they
raised territorial claims along the Soviet
border and insisted on sharing control of the
straits connecting the Black Sea and the Medi-
terranean.

What was the Truman Doctrine?

In 1947, President Truman announced a
$400 million foreign aid package to Turkey
and Greece. In what became known as the
“Truman Doctrine,” Truman pledged U.S. sup-
port for governments resisting communism.

The Truman Doctrine confirmed that the
United States was willing to step into the
shoes of the British in the Middle East. For
U.S. policymakers, this meant that the Persian
Gulf would rank second in importance only to
protecting Western Europe.
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By 1948, the hostility between the United appealing to other Arabs was his condem-
States and the Soviet Union seemed frozen in nation of Israel, which he described as an
place. What became known as the Cold War outpost of Western influence in the Middle
would eventually reach every corner of the East. In 1958, Nasser merged Egypt and Syria
globe, raising tensions to particularly danger- in order to begin to implement his pan-Arabist
ous levels in the Middle East. campaign (the merger disintegrated in 1961).

He also built up his army, mostly with Soviet
How did the politics of the Arab world weapons. Ngsser’s prestige ena‘t.)led h%m to .
change following World War II? play the United States and Soviet Union skill-

The politics of the Arab world underwent fully off one-angther.

deep changes after World War II as well. Re-

sentment and mistrust toward the West spread Why did President Kennedy sell advanced
in the Middle East as it did in Africa, Latin anti-aircraft missiles to Israel?

America, and regions of Asia. As Britain and U.S. officials mistrusted Nasser’s mo-
France retreated from the region, Arab na- tives but felt that his popularity could not be
tionalists criticized the Arab monarchies and ignored. The United States resumed limited
rich landowners who had cooperated with the financial assistance to Egypt but also began
colonial powers of Britain and France. In the to see Israel as an ally against the expanding
1950s and 1960s, nationalist military officers Soviet influence in Egypt, Syria, and Iraq. In

overthrew kingdoms in
Egypt, Syria, Iraq, and
Libya.

Why did Nasser’s
message appeal to “Cross my palms with silver.”
other Arab countries?

Egypt's Gamal Abd
al-Nasser was the most
prominent voice of Arab = NASSER
nationalism. A former ;
army colonel, Nasser
emerged as Egypt’s leader
after taking part in a coup
that toppled the country’s
corrupt king in 1952.
Nasser addressed his mes-
sage not just to Egypt, but
to the larger Arab world.
He campaigned for “pan-
Arabism”—the unification
of Arabs into a single
state.

Nasser’s reputa-
tion soared over the
next fifteen years as he
strengthened his posi-
tion as the most dynamic
leader of the Arab world.
Part of what made Nasser

Thiele in the Los Ang-é,’es Mirror News.
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West Bank and Golan Heights:
Occupied by Israel since 1967

Gaza Strip: Occupied by Israel
from 1967 until 2005

Sinai Peninsula: Occupied by
Israel from 1967 until 1979
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financing. The arms sales marked
the beginning of a steady flow of
U.S. military equipment to Israel.
No formal alliance was signed,
but the United States and Israel
were clearly developing a special
relationship. At the same time, the
Arab-Israeli conflict continued.

What factors coniributed
to the Six-Day War?

Expanding nationalism, grow-
ing superpower involvement, and
an escalating arms build-up ignited
another Arab-Israeli war in 1967.
The immediate cause was Nasser’s
decision in May 1967 to order the
withdrawal of UN peacekeepers
separating Egyptian and Israeli
forces in the Sinai Peninsula and to
deny Israeli ships access to the Red
Sea by closing the Suez Canal.

President Johnson attempted
to resolve the crisis diplomatically.
But Israeli leaders placed little
faith in diplomatic solutions. In
June 1967, they launched a sur-
prise attack, destroying most of
the Egyptian and Syrian air forces
on the ground. With control of the
air, Israeli tanks rolled across the
Sinai to the Suez Canal. On their
eastern flank, the Israelis drove the
Jordanian army out of the Old City

50

1962, President John F. Kennedy approved the
sale of advanced anti-aircraft missiles to Israel,
along with a loan to help the Israelis pay for
their purchase.

6 §We are interested that Israel should
keep up its sensitive, tremendous,
historic task.”

—President John F. Kennedy, 1962

Three years later, President Lyndon
Johnson permitted the Israelis to buy more
than two hundred tanks, again with generous
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of Jerusalem and overran the West
Bank.

Within two days, Egypt and Jordan
claimed that they were ready to accept a UN
resolution that the United States proposed for
a cease-fire. But Israel continued its military
operations. Israeli warplanes bombed a U.S.
communications ship based off the coast of
Egypt, killing thirty-four U.S. sailors. Although
Israeli leaders claimed the attack was a mis-
take, some U.S. officials privately believed
that Israel’s intent was to direct attention away
from Israeli military preparations against Syr-
ia. Indeed, two days later the Israelis smashed
through Syrian defenses on the strategic Golan
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Heights. Syria quickly agreed to a truce. What
came to be known as the Six-Day War ended in
a complete military victory for Israel.

What were the results of the Six-Day War?

Although Israel would not consider with-
drawing from the Golan Heights or Jerusalem,
it did not refuse to withdraw from the other
territories it had conquered if Arab leaders
would recognize Israel’s right to exist. When
Arab leaders refused, the Israelis became re-
sponsible for governing more than one million
Palestinians on the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip.

The Six-Day War also set the stage for
the next round of fighting in the Middle East.
Although pan-Arabism had failed, Arab lead-
ers were more determined than ever to match
the military might of the Israelis. Increasingly,
they turned to the Soviet Union. The Soviets,
embarrassed by the speedy defeat of their
allies and eager to extend their influence in
the Middle East, were more than willing to
help. They provided technical assistance and
military support to Arab leaders. The United
States, though still working for peace and sta-
bility, continued to support Israel in the hopes
of countering Soviet influence.

What happened during the
October War of 19737

In 1970, Anwar al-Sadat came to power in
Egypt. Sadat’s top priority was to regain the
Sinai Peninsula. When U.S. diplomacy failed
to persuade Israel to withdraw, Sadat began
making preparations for war.

In October 1973, Egypt and Syria opened
a surprise two-front offensive against Israel
on Yom Kippur, the most sacred day on the
Jewish calendar. Along the Suez Canal, Egypt’s
army broke through Israeli lines and spilled
into the Sinai Peninsula. At the same time,
Syrian troops overwhelmed Israel’s defenses
on the Golan Heights and were poised to at-
tack northern Israel.

Israel’s army quickly recovered from its
setbacks. Within days, the Israelis drove a
wedge between Egyptian forces in the Sinai
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and crossed to the west bank of the Suez
Canal. Against the Syrians, they soon regained
the Golan Heights and swept toward Damas-
cus, the Syrian capital. By the end of October
1973, after less than a month of fighting, the
Israelis agreed to stop their advance.

How did the Cold War affect the U.S.
position during the October War?

The October War brought the United
States’ chief concerns in the Middle East to the
boiling point. In the first week of the conflict,
Washington’s commitment to Israel was put
to the test. Israel’s prime minister, Golda Meir,
pleaded with President Richard Nixon to ship
U.S. military supplies to her country. Nixon
approved a resupply effort but did not want to
give Israel a lopsided advantage on the battle-
field.

Cold War politics ultimately convinced
Nixon to step up the flow of arms. From the
outbreak of the October War, the Soviet Union
had showered Egypt and Syria with military
assistance. By the second week of fighting, the
United States decided to do the same for Israel
and began airlifting one thousand tons of mili-
tary supplies a day. Superpower tensions rose
further when the Soviets vowed to send troops
to the region to stop Israel’s advance. Nixon
warned the Soviets against taking action. He
put the U.S. military on worldwide alert to
emphasize U.S. resolve.

How did the Arab stafes fry to use oil as
a weapon against the United States?

Most significantly, the October War
prompted Arab states to lead an oil embargo
against the United States.

High oil prices and increasing U.S. de-
mand for oil made the embargo an effective
tool against the United States. From 1970 to
the start of the October War, world oil prices
had doubled. During the same period, U.S.
oil imports nearly doubled, exceeding one-
third of total U.S. consumption. U.S. allies in
Western Europe and Japan were almost en-
tirely dependent on imported oil, mostly from
the Middle East. Rising demand allowed the
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Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC, which at the time included Algeria,
Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Nigeria,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates,
and Venezuela) to steadily push up prices for
the first time since its formation in 1960.

In mid-October 1973, Saudi Arabian King
Faisal Ibn Saud, a solid U.S. ally, initiated the
oil embargo. He hoped to emphasize to the
United States that it would have to do more
for the Arab side in the Arab-Israeli conflict if
it wanted to minimize Soviet influence in the
region. The Arab oil-producing states raised
prices on their exported oil by 70 percent.
When President Nixon proposed giving Israel
$2.2 billion in military aid a few days later, the
Arabs responded by completely cutting off oil
shipments to the United States. At the same
time, they reduced their overall production by
10 percent and vowed to lower oil output by
5 percent a month until Israel withdrew from
the territories occupied in the 1967 War and
restored the rights of the Palestinians.

What was the impact of the oil embargo?

The impact of the Arab cutbacks on the
international oil market was not catastrophic,
but it was dramatic. By the end of 1973, world
oil production had fallen about 9 percent.
Major non-Arab oil producers, such as Iran
and Venezuela, increased their exports as new
markets opened to them. Nonetheless, the
Arab measures set off an economic panic. Oil
prices rose as high as $17 a barrel—six times
the price in early October. Gasoline prices in
the United States jumped 40 percent. Over the
next two years, U.S. economic output dropped
6 percent, while unemployment doubled and
inflation surged.

The Arab states also caused divisions in
the Western alliance. Unlike the United States,
most Western European countries and Japan
backed away from overt support of Israel. In
turn, the Arab oil producers allowed more ex-
ports to them. The situation caused the United
States to reevaluate its Middle East policies.

U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
undertook what came to be known as “shuttle

diplomacy.” Jetting between countries of the
region, Kissinger negotiated two agreements to
end the fighting between Israel and Egypt and
between Israel and Syria. The state department
left the Soviet Union out of the negotiations.
Kissinger’s efforts were enough to convince
King Faisal Ibn Saud to call off the embargo in
March of 1974,

How did the October War lay
the groundwork for peace?

While the October War was the most
destructive conflict yet between Arabs and
Israelis, it also laid the groundwork for the
first steps toward peace. The early battlefield
successes of the Arab armies had soothed the
humiliating sting of the 1967 War. Arab pride,
especially in Egypt, was partially restored.

The initiative for peace came from Egyp-
tian leader Sadat. In 1977, he visited Israel and
spoke before Israel’s parliament. Meanwhile,
U.S. officials worked behind the scenes to set
the stage for serious negotiations.

In 1978, President Jimmy Carter invited
Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem
Begin to the presidential retreat at Camp David
for peace talks. The negotiations were sched-
uled to last three days. Instead, they dragged
on for two weeks.

What were the Camp David Accords?

Thanks largely to Carter’s persistence, the
talks produced a peace treaty between Israel
and Egypt. In exchange for Israel’s withdrawal
from the Sinai Peninsula, Egypt became the
first Arab country to recognize Israel. U.S. for-
eign aid sweetened the deal for both countries.
Israel received $3 billion in immediate mili-
tary assistance, while Egypt was given $1.5
billion. (Israel and Egypt remain the top two
recipients of U.S. foreign aid.)

What were known as the Camp David Ac-
cords scarcely addressed other aspects of the
Arab-Israeli conflict. Arab leaders condemned
Sadat for neglecting the needs and hopes of
Palestinians and expelled Egypt from the Arab
League, an organization founded in 1945 to
serve the common good of Arab countries. In
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1981, Sadat himself was
assassinated by political
Islamist extremists. (The
term political Islamist is
used to describe political ol
movements based on an

interpretation of the prin-

ciples of Islam.) &

How did the Camp

David Accords affect the

position of the Soviet

Union in the Middle Easi? _
The Camp David :

Accords brought Egypt se-

curely into the U.S. camp

in the Middle East. At the

same time, countries who

opposed the treaty, such as Syria and Iraq,

moved further into the Soviet camp. To coun-

ter the Soviets, U.S. officials placed greater

weight on their relations with other long-time

friends in the region.

Aside from Israel, the United States
counted on close ties with Turkey, Saudi Ara-
bia, and Iran. Turkey was linked to the United
States through membership in the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO). The United
States also provided Turkey with ample
foreign aid. The Saudis, while they opposed
Israel and U.S. support for Israel, nevertheless
relied heavily on U.S. firms to market their oil
exports and invest their profits. The U.S. rela-
tionship with Iran was also complex.

The United States and Iran

At the same time as many conflicts in the
Arab-Israeli relationship were heating up, the
United States was also trying to strengthen its
relationship with Iran in order to oppose the
Soviet Union. The United States was bound
to Iran and its shah, or king, Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi, by political, military, and oil interests.
The shah was tied to Washington through his
own complicated past. In 1953, the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) helped the shah
topple a nationalist prime minister who threat-
ened the shah’s power and wanted to bring
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"Of course I'd resign if | thought that they really meant it.”

the foreign oil industry under state control. At
the time, Pahlavi was a timid, inexperienced
ruler. Over the next two decades, U.S. support
boosted his confidence and ambitions.

By the early 1970s, Pahlavi imagined that
he could rekindle the greatness of ancient
Persia in modern Iran. To celebrate the 2,500th
anniversary of the Persian Empire, he spent
at least $100 million to host a lavish banquet
that featured a 165-person catering staff from
Paris and 25,000 bottles of French wine. The
rise in oil prices in 1973 permitted the shah to
increase his spending on other items as well,
particularly on weapons. By the mid-1970s,
Iran accounted for half of U.S. arms exports.

How did U.S. policymakers
fail to understand the feelings
of the Iranian people?

Both Pahlavi and U.S. policymakers un-
derestimated the anger simmering just below
the surface of Iranian society. The shah’s ef-
forts to modernize Iran's educational system
and redistribute land sparked protests among
the country’s Islamic clergymen because the
changes threatened their ideology and power.
His push toward industrialization forced mil-
lions of peasants to abandon the countryside.
Iran’s cities were soon overcrowded, while the
gap between the rich and the poor widened.
Additionally, rampant corruption in Pahlavi’s
government and the brutal role of SAVAK

Pat Oliphant. Copyright 1979. Universal Press Syndicate.
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(the secret police) in suppressing dissent also
increased oppaosition to his rule. Nevertheless,
the United States offered full support to Iran
in order to counter Soviet support of other
Middle Eastern nations.

€ €Iran, because of the great leadership
of the shah, is an island of stability in
one of the more troubled regions of
the world.”
—President Jimmy Carter, 1977

Who led the opposition movement?

Islamic clergymen were in the best posi-
tion to encourage resistance to the shah’s
regime. They emerged at the helm of a broad
opposition movement that included demo-
crats, nationalists, and communists. In 1978,
they began organizing demonstrations against
the shah. The shah responded with force,
ordering the army and police to smash the
protests. In September, they opened fire on a
huge crowd in Tehran, Iran’s capital, killing or
wounding as many as two thousand demon-
strators.

Pahlavi, suffering from cancer, facing hos-
tile public opinion, and losing support from
the military for his repressive policies, soon
lost the will to hold on to power. In January
1979, he left the country. Two weeks later, the
spiritual leader of Iran’s Islamic movement,
the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, returned to
Iran from exile in France.

What were the goals of the
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini?

Khomeini wanted to transform Iran into
his vision of a pure Islamic state. His revolu-
tion aimed at purging the country of Western
popular culture. He prohibited movies and
music from the West. He banned alcohol. He
also ordered women to cover themselves from
head to toe when in public.

Khomeini branded the United States as the
“great Satan.” (He referred to the Soviet Union
as the “lesser Satan.”) When Carter permitted
Pahlavi to enter the United States for medical
treatment, Khomeini claimed that Washington
was plotting a counter-revolution. In Novem-

ber 1979, Iranian university students seized
the U.S. embassy in Tehran. For over a year,
they held the U.S. embassy staff as hostages.
Carter’s attempt at a military rescue failed,
leaving eight U.S. troops dead. The U.S. Cold
War policy for Iran had clearly failed.

€60ur relations with the United States
are the relations of the oppressed
and the oppressor.”
—Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini

How did the Iranian Revolution
affect the world oil market?

The Iranian Revolution touched off an-
other panic in the oil market. Before the
revolution, Iran had been the world’s second
largest oil exporter (trailing Saudi Arabia). By
the end of 1978, the foreigners who managed
much of Iran’s oil industry had been evacuated
and Iranian oil exports had ground to a halt.
Again prices soared, nearly tripling in a few
weeks.

The Iran-lraq War

The outbreak of war between Iran and
Iraq in September 1980 further limited world
oil supplies. Iraq’s leader, Saddam Hussein,
hoped to take advantage of an Iranian army
weakened by revolution to seize a disputed
waterway spilling into the Persian Gulf. He
also wanted to prevent the spread of Iran’s
Islamist revolution elsewhere in the Middle
East.

Saddam Hussein aimed to deliver a quick
knockout blow, concentrating on Iran’s oil
facilities. Instead, Iraq’s invasion stalled. Iran
counter-attacked but lacked the strength to de-
feat Hussein’s impressive military. For the next
eight years, the war seesawed back and forth.
Iraq had an advantage in air power, missiles,
and chemical weapons. Saddam Hussein also
benefited from the financial backing of Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, and other Arab oil produc-
ers. Iran could count on millions of dedicated
volunteer soldiers. Tens of thousands were
killed charging Iraqi positions in human-wave
assaults, often with plastic keys, which they
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By the time Iraq and
Iran agreed to a cease-
fire in 1988, the war had
claimed more than one

HEY, BUDDY, \WWHO
oU FOR - IRAQL
CREAMIN! IRAN OR
IRAN ANNIHILATIN'
IRAQL?

Jlim Morin in The Miami Herald. Reprinted with special

permission of King Features Syndicate.

were told would open the gates to heaven,
dangling from their necks.

What was the U.S. position
in the Iran-Iraq War?

The administration of President Ronald
Reagan (1981-1989) remained officially neutral
during the war but did not want a victory by
Iran’s Islamist government, which was clearly
hostile to the United States. The United States
began playing a more active role in 1986,
when Iran stepped up attacks against Kuwaiti
oil tankers in the Persian Gulf. The United
States gave Iraq military intelligence and loans
to buy advanced U.S. weapons. Washington
also permitted Kuwaiti ships to sail under the
U.S. flag and provided them military escorts.

During the Iran-Iraq War, the United States
led an international arms embargo against Iran.
But in a contradiction of this public policy,
the United States secretly sold thousands of
anti-tank missiles and military spare parts to
Iran. The U.S. government hoped this would
improve relations with Iran so that Tran would
help to free U.S. hostages held in Lebanon.
This goal was only partially met; some hos-
tages were freed, but others were taken. The
secret dealings with Iran damaged the credibil-
ity of the United States in the Middle East.
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million lives. Millions
more were injured or be-
came refugees. It also cost
each country approximate-
ly $500 million. Neither
side could claim victory,
and the war did not resolve
the disputes which started
it:

How did the United
States deal with the
uncertainty of the Middle
East oil industry?

At the same time, the
United States and other
western nations learned to live with the un-
certainty of the Middle East’s oil industry. The
oil price hikes of the 1970s spurred energy
conservation in wealthy countries. The fuel ef-
ficiency of the average American car more than
doubled between 1975 and 1985. By 1983, oil
consumption in the non-communist world
had dropped by 11 percent from 1979 levels.
Higher prices also led oil companies to de-
velop new resources in the North Sea, Alaska,
and other sites outside the Middle East. Coal,
natural gas, and nuclear power gained a
greater share of the energy market. From $34 a
barrel at the beginning of the 1980s, oil prices
slid to around $18 a barrel by the end of the
decade.

Civil War in Lebanon

While the Iran-Iraq War dominated events
in the Persian Gulf during the 1980s, Lebanon
was the main focus of attention in the east-
ern Mediterranean. Lebanon had long been
home to a patchwork of Christian and Muslim
groups. Beirut, Tripoli, and other Lebanese
ports were centers of Middle Eastern trade and
commerce. But beginning in 1975, the country
was torn by civil war.
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Before the fighting ended in the late 1980s,
nearly 150,000 people had been killed. More-
over, because of Lebanon’s location and its
connections to neighboring countries, the war
drew in most of its neighbors as well as the
United States. Syrian leaders, who believed
Lebanon belonged under their wing, sent in
troops to occupy most of the eastern part of
the country. The Syrians also directed many of
the actions of anti-Israeli militias working in
Lebanon.

In 1982, Israel invaded Lebanon to root out
the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLQO),
which was fighting against Israel from Leba-
non. PLO units had set up bases in Lebanon
after they were expelled from Jordan in 1970.
Israel’s efforts to crush the PLO resulted in
bombardments of the Lebanese capital. The
escalating war prompted the United States to
try to negotiate peace.

Why did the United States
deploy troops in Lebanon?

In hope of stabilizing Lebanon and pre-
venting a wider regional war, the United
States sent in troops as part of an international
peacekeeping force. But U.S. soldiers were
soon caught in the middle. In 1983, a suicide
bomber drove a truckload of explosives into
the U.S. marine barracks at the Beirut airport.
Two hundred and forty-one troops were killed.
A few months later, President Reagan pulled
out the U.S. peacekeeping force.

In the United States, the Beirut bombing
reinforced the Middle East’s reputation as a
dangerous and hostile region. Most people in
the United States favored limiting U.S. in-
volvement in the area. But within a few years
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, a small country
with big oil reserves, would pull the United
States deeper than ever into the Middle East.

The First Persian Gulf War

Reshapes U.S. Policy

On July 25, 1990, the U.S. ambassador to
Iraq, April Glaspie, met with Saddam Hus-
sein at the presidential palace in Baghdad.
Their conversation focused on Hussein’s claim

that Kuwait was pumping oil that rightfully
belonged to Iraq from deposits along the
Iragi-Kuwaiti border. The Iraqi dictator also
complained that Kuwait was holding down
oil prices to slow Iraq’s economic recovery
from the Iran-Iraq war. When Glaspie left the
meeting, she believed that she had clearly
warned Hussein of the dangers of using force
to resolve his dispute with Kuwait. The con-
versation did not make the same impression
on Saddam Hussein. Eight days later, 100,000
Iraqi troops poured across the desert border
into Kuwait.

How did the end of the Cold War
affect U.S. actions toward Iraq?

A few years earlier during the Cold War,
the United States might have hesitated to take
strong action against Iraq for fear of setting off
a wider international crisis. But by the late
1980s, both the world and the U.S. outlook
had changed. Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
sought to improve relations with the West, and
the Soviet Union itself was beginning to teeter
under the weight of an ailing economy and po-
litical turmoil. Within hours of Iraq’s invasion
of Kuwait, Gorbachev stopped arms shipments
to Saddam Hussein and joined the United
States in supporting a UN Security Council
resolution demanding Iraq’s immediate with-
drawal from Kuwait. With the Soviets on his
side, President George H.W. Bush (1989-1993)
had an opportunity to steer the international
system in a new direction.

President Bush quickly positioned U.S.
troops in Saudi Arabia to stop any further
advances. The United Nations imposed eco-
nomic sanctions against Iraq. In the weeks
that followed, the United States led an effort
to build an international coalition to push
Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait. The United
States’ European allies, as well as several Arab
states, contributed forces to an international
military force.

How did U.S. citizens think the United
States should respond to Iraq?

Within the United States, the public was
split about how far the country should go in
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its response to Iraq’s aggression. U.S. leader-
ship was also divided. Opposition to using
force was especially strong from some U.S.
military leaders concerned about possible
casualties. Many warned that Iraq would turn
to chemical weapons or international terrorism
if attacked. There were worries that Irag might
even possess nuclear bombs. Some argued that
economic sanctions should be given more time
to take effect. Other experts noted that with
Iraqi control of the Kuwaiti oil fields, Saddam
Hussein controlled one quarter of the world’s
oil resources.

€ 60ur jobs, our way of life, our own
freedom and the freedom of friendly
countries around the world would all
suffer if control of the world’s great
oil reserves fell into the hands of
Saddam Hussein.”
—President George H.W. Bush, 1990

President Bush favored attacking Iraq
quickly. He doubted that economic sanctions
alone would pressure Saddam Hussein out
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of Kuwait. He also felt that the coalition of

nations he had assembled would not hold
together long. Particularly worrisome was
Saddam Hussein’s appeal in the Arab world.
He sought to rekindle Arab nationalism and
called for Arabs to unite against Israel and its
ally, the United States. U.S. officials feared
that his message would deepen hostility to-
ward the United States throughout the Middle
East.

In November 1990, Bush won UN approval
to use “all necessary means” to force Iraq out
of Kuwait. A deadline was set—January 15,
1991—for Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. By
January there were 540,000 U.S. troops in the
Gulf and an additional 160,000 from other
countries. When President Bush asked the
Senate in early January to approve military ac-
tion to drive Iraq out of Kuwait if the deadline
was not met, his request passed by five votes.

What happened in the Persian Gulf War?
After the assault against Irag began in
mid-January 1991, the U.S. public quickly ral-

lied behind the war effort. Despite Saddam’s

Jim Borgman. King Features syndicate. Used with permission.
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prediction of “the mother
of all battles,” his army
proved no match for the
United States and its al-
lies. For over a month,
warplanes pounded Iraqi
targets. By the time al-
lied ground troops moved
forward in late February
1991, communication links
within Irag’s army had
been shattered. Coalition
forces, who came from
twenty-eight nations and
acted with UN approval,
retook Kuwait’s capital
with little resistance.

After one hundred
hours, President Bush
brought the ground war to a halt. The presi-
dent and his advisors, worried about the
consequences of controlling a completely
destabilized Iraq, objected to totally destroying
Iraq’s retreating army and toppling Saddam
Hussein. Instead, they allowed the remnants of
Iraq’s front-line divisions to limp northward.

The Persian Gulf War was one of the most
lopsided conflicts in history. Iraq’s military
presented few obstacles to the advance of the
half-million coalition forces. In all, 146 U.S.
troops were killed during the war. (Coalition
forces suffered a total of 260 deaths.) Iraq lost
as many as 100,000 people, both soldiers and
civilians, in the war. Saddam Hussein also
inflicted a heavy blow against the environment
by ordering retreating Iraqi troops to set hun-
dreds of Kuwaiti oil wells on fire and to spill
thousands of barrels of oil into the Persian
Gulf.

What were the effects of the Persian Gulf

War on the U.S. role in the Middle East?
Through a combination of power and

persuasion, the United States had won greater

U.S. Air Force jets flying over burning oil wells during the Persian Gulf War.

influence in the Middle East as a result of the
war. At the same time, there were fresh re-
sponsibilities. Once the fighting in the Persian
Gulf ended, governments there looked to the
United States to provide leadership on region-
al issues.

The war against Iraq brought the region
once again to the forefront of discussion in
the United States, particularly as events were
broadcast live on television. The war also con-
vinced Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, and the smaller
states of the Persian Gulf that a U.S. military
presence was needed in the region to safe-
guard their own security.

Yet the presence of more than fifteen
thousand U.S. troops in the Persian Gulf cre-
ated tensions of its own. For the United States,
increased involvement in the Middle East has
not been without cost.

The U.S. military presence reminded the
Arab world of its own weaknesses and divi-
sions. It also angered many people, including
extremists like Osama bin Laden and his fol-
lowers.
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Part Il: Weighing U.S. Priorities in the Middle East

Today, the United States faces different
challenges in the Middle East than it did
during the Cold War, when U.S. policy in the
region was defined by its relationship to the
Soviet Union and its allies. On September 11,
2001 an extremist Islamist movement known
as al Qaeda killed nearly three thousand
people, mainly U.S. citizens, in coordinated
attacks on the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon. For over five years the United States
has also been fighting in Iraq and is likely to be
there for many years to come. The September
11 attacks, the ongoing Iraq war, and the re-
surgence of Arab-Israeli violence have caused
many U.S. citizens to try to understand more
about the U.S. presence in the Middle East.

What are the ceniral issues for the United
States in the Middle East foday?

In addition to its presence in Iraq, the
United States has played a central role in ef-
forts to end the conflict between Israel and the
Palestinians. Since the Iranian Revolution of
1979, the United States has also found itself
confronted by the wide
appeal of Islamist politi-

derstanding this connection is essential to
understanding politics in the Middle East.
The remainder of the reading will discuss two
major areas of concern for the United States:
regional security and the Arab-Israeli conflict.
As you will see, all of these topics are linked
to each other.

Oil Trends

Political instability in the Middle East
tends to shake up the world oil market and in-
crease gas prices. Saudi Arabia has taken steps
to calm the world oil market during troubles
in the Persian Gulf. In general, the Saudis have
been careful to increase production to offset
any shortfalls. As a result, in the mid-1990s,
gasoline prices in the United States (taking
inflation into account) dropped to levels not
seen since before the 1973 oil embargo.

With energy prices low, U.S. citizens
began buying more fuel-hungry cars and pay-
ing less attention to conservation. As a result,
U.S. oil consumption has increased 30 percent

cal movements, many of
which oppose U.S. policies
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in the region. Finally, the
growing demand for oil

around the world means
that the global economy is

dependant on the resourc-
es of many Middle Eastern
nations.

In the following pages,
you will learn more about

current U.S. involvement
in the Middle East. The
first section will pro-

vide you an overview of
the connection between

oil and U.S. policy. The
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Data from the Energy Information Administration.
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Figures are for . i tant as ever in
Oil Imports . PO
thousands of Total Net P Total Oil the global economy, the
) . from the . oy .
barrelsofoil | Oil Imports | o o e | Consumption | likelihood of a repetition
per day ersian Gu of the 1973 oil embal'go
2005 13,527 2,298 20,656 seems distant. On the
other hand, the impor-
2000 11,459 2,488 19,701 tance of Middle Eastern
1995 8,835 1.573 17,725 oil to the United States
1990 8,018 1,966 16,988 looks to remain con-
stant for the foreseeable
1965 5,007 a1 15726 future. Because of the
1980 6,909 1,519 17,056 U.S. economy’s need for
1975 6,056 1,165 16,322 oil, many U.S. policies in
1973 6,256 848 17,308 the Middle East involve

since 1985. Meanwhile, U.S. oil production
has dropped by about 40 percent since its peak
in 1970.

Worldwide demand for oil in recent years
has been growing at about 2 percent annually.
Economic expansion in the developing world
has fueled much of the rise. Increased demand
in rapidly growing economies like China and
India has led to increased prices. In the United
States, dependence on imported oil is creeping
up as well. Today, the United States relies on
the Middle East for about 16 percent of its oil
needs. Oil accounts for about 40 percent of the
United States’ total energy consumption.

Why is the Middle East so important
to the world oil industry?

The Middle East remains the unrivaled
center of the international oil industry and
is therefore likely to remain a critical region
for the world’s economy. The region contains
more than 60 percent of the world’s proven oil
reserves. While recent discoveries in Kazakh-
stan hold great potential, most of the new
fields that were discovered in the North Sea,
Alaska, and elsewhere in the West after the
1973 oil crisis have passed their peak produc-
tion years. Middle East oil is also the cheapest
to pump. The cost of extracting a barrel of oil
from the North Sea, for example, is typically
five times greater than in the Persian Gulf area.

securing and maintaining
access to that oil.

Political Islam

It can be difficult for people in the United
States to understand the importance of reli-
gion in many Middle Eastern countries. In
almost all Middle Eastern countries, Islam is
officially recognized as the binding force of
society. State-run television and radio sta-
tions broadcast thousands of hours of religious
programming, and Islamic clergymen receive
government salaries. The Islamist regimes of
Iran and Sudan take a different approach. In
those countries, the Islamic clergy actually
control the government.

What is political Islam?

Political Islam is a movement that seeks
to promote Islam within the political arena.
Some supporters of political Islam strive to es-
tablish as law one interpretation of the Islamic
legal tradition, or Shari’a, as the foundation of
government and attempt to rid society of non-
Islamic influences. (The Shari’a is a wide body
of literature that lays out legal principles and
norms but is not a legal code or single docu-
ment.) Many in the Middle East, frustrated
by their countries’ politics in the twentieth
century, have turned to political Islam. Ear-
lier political movements, such as pan-Arab
nationalism, have failed. Corruption, misman-
agement, and reliance on foreign support have
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weakened popular faith in Middle Eastern
governments. In the midst of these failures, po-
litical Islam has gained increasing support.

Islamist movements (movements of politi-
cal Islam) have grown due to larger economic
and social forces as well. In the 1990s, many
Middle Eastern countries adopted free-market
economic principles that the United States
advocated. The reforms called for breaking
down trade barriers that had protected local
industries, cutting government spending, and
selling off state-run companies to private own-
ers. While free-market policies have attracted
increased foreign investment to the Middle
East, they have also raised unemployment and
reduced government assistance to the poor.
Economic frustration and insecurity have led
many people to turn away from their govern-
ments and toward Islamist movements for
solutions.

Islamist movements have proven espe-
cially strong in the poor neighborhoods of
large cities. Many of their supporters are
recent migrants from the countryside or the
victims of economic reform. For them, Islamist
movements are an answer to what they see as
reckless change and economic inequity.

How do some political
Islamists view the West?

Political Islam'’s strength and appeal have
increased in the Middle East since the Iranian
Revolution in 1979. One of the intellectual
founders of modern Islamist radicalism, the
Egyptian dissident Sayyid Qutb, argued that
existing Arab regimes should all be over-
thrown as the first step in a war against the
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A mosque and skyscrapers in the city of Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates (UAE). The UAE is a diverse
country whose laws are based on both secular and
religious traditions.

enemies of Islam. Some experts believe this is
one of Osama bin Laden’s unstated goals. In
general, the United States regards radical polit-
ical Islam as a threat to U.S. interests because
it often has an anti-Western stance.
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Islam and the Terrorist Attacks of September 11, 2001

The terrorist attacks of September 11 raised questions for people in the United States. Many
wondered whether terrorism and violence were justified in Islamic scripture or beliefs.

Like all religions, Islam is subject to interpretation. Most interpretations of Islam have given
rise to a history of tolerance and peace. (The word Islam is related to the word salaam, which
means peace.) Islam is a religion that values family and tolerance. Throughout much of history,
Muslims have lived peacefully with followers of other religions. For example, many Jews fled the
persecutions found in Christian Europe for the relative freedom of the Ottoman Empire. Islam
permits the use of force in self-defense, but not the killing of innocents or civilians.
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How has the United States
balanced principles and security
interests in the Middle East?

While concentrating on its security and
economic interests, the United States has
forged many alliances in the Middle East,
some based on shared interests and some on
shared principles. Balancing principles and

United States often determines foreign aid,
trade relations, and other aspects of foreign
policy on the basis of political reform. Until
recently, U.S. leaders have largely ignored how
U.S. allies in the Middle East govern within
their borders.

§ 6For sixty years, my country, the United

security interests in the Middle East remains a

challenge for U.S. leaders and citizens. Stuts prtsned staoiiyut o

expense of democracy in the Middle
East, and we achieved neither. Now
we are ltaking a different course.
We are supporiing the democratic
aspirations of all people.”
—Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice,
June 2005

In general, U.S. policymakers have paid
much less attention to promoting democracy
and human rights in the Middle East than in
other parts of the world. In Latin America,
the former Soviet Union, and elsewhere, the

Alliances: Balancing Principles and Interests

Egypt: The United States has been a firm supporter of the secular government of Egypt be-
cause it has helped maintain regional stability. Since the 1979 Camp David Accords, the United
States has made Egypt the second largest recipient of all U.S. foreign aid. At the same time, critics
note Washington has stood behind Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak’s civil rights violations,
including his crackdown on Islamist movements. Egypt has been under emergency law since
1981. Human rights groups complain that torture and imprisonment without trial are widespread
in Egypt.

Israel: The United States has been a steadfast supporter of Israel for both security and histori-
cal reasons. In turn, Israel has stood against U.S. opponents in the region and shared intelligence
information with the United States. Some critics note that Israel’s occupation of the West Bank is
in violation of international law and complain about repeated Israeli violations of the fundamen-
tal rights of Palestinian civilians.

Jordan: In recent years, the United States has nurtured good relations with Jordan, a country
considered to be a moderate Arab state. In addition to recognizing Israel in 1994, the late King
Hussein opened up the political process in the mid-1990s. Whether the momentum to full-
fledged democracy can be sustained during the reign of his son, King Abdullah, remains to be
seen. U.S. efforts to support Jordan include a free-trade agreement between the two nations that
went into effect early in 2002.

Saudi Arabia: The United States has carefully cultivated relations with Saudi Arabia since
the 1940s because of the Arab nation’s central importance to the world’s oil industry. Saudi
Arabia works to ensure an uninterrupted and reasonably-priced flow of oil to the world economy.
Critics note that Saudi Arabia is an undemocratic, fundamentalist Islamist regime. For example,
Saudi textbooks teach that Christians are infidels, and women are not permitted to vote or drive.
Others note the funding for terrorism which flows from Saudi Arabia. Government and industry
are dominated by the Saudi royal clan, which numbers in the tens of thousands.

Turkey: The United States values its long-standing relationship with Turkey, a secular state
and the most westernized Muslim country in the Middle East. Turkey has been a loyal supporter
of the United States’ policies and an important member of NATO, the Western military alliance
originally formed to oppose the Soviet Union. Turkey’s repressive treatment of twelve million
Kurds, an ancient people of the Middle East living in Turkey, has raised concerns for some.
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Why did President Bush call for expanding
democracy in the Middle East?

U.S. President George W. Bush, in a speech
in November 2003 on liberty and democracy
in the Middle East, called on the United States
to promote democracy actively in the region
as a way to increase security. He also called on
Middle Eastern nations to accept the ideal of
freedom.

¢ 6The advance of freedom is the calling
of our time; it is the calling of our
country.... We believe that liberty is
the design of nature; we believe that
liberty is the direction of history. We
believe that human fulfillment and
excellence come in the responsible
exercise of liberty. And we believe
that freedom—the freedom we
prize—is not for us alone, it is
the right and the capacity of all
mankind.”

—President George W. Bush

International response to the speech was
mixed. Many people in the Middle East and
elsewhere supported Bush’s statements, and
many others were disappointed or angered.

€6The U.S. has hijacked the noble
concept of ‘democracy’ which
millions of people have fought for in
the Arab world. It is now exploiting
the slogan of democracy and human
rights for its own known political
interests that see nothing in the
Middle East but oil pipelines and
a secure Israel, without showing
any real concern or respect for the
region’s inhabitants, citizens, culture,
civilization, and history.”
—Reporter Bater Mohammad Ali Wardam
in the Jordanian newspaper ad-Dustour

Whether democracy is universally valued
or even universally possible remains un-
settled. President Bush has argued that all of
the world aspires towards, and is entitled to,
liberty. Others argue that democracy reflects
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some people’s cultural values rather than uni-
versal human values.

There are examples of both positive and
negative effects of moves toward democracy in
recent years in the Middle East. Coming close
on the heels of the elections in Iraq in January
2005, a million Lebanese protestors took to the
streets to protest the Syrian presence in Leba-
non, and Palestinians elected a new leader
following the death of Yasir Arafat.

On the other hand, there may also be some
pitfalls of a more democratic Middle East for
the United States. For example, Palestinians
elected the Hamas party to lead them in early
2006. The United States identifies Hamas as a
terrorist organization. Whether it is possible
to resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict with Hamas
in power remains to be seen. You will read
more about all of these events in the following

pages.

Regional Security

Much of the push toward democracy that
the Bush administration embraces stems from
a belief that a more democratic Middle East
will be a more peaceful Middle East. Over the
years, security concerns have defined many
U.S. policies in the Middle East. After the first
Persian Gulf War, the United States geared its
policy in the Middle East toward containing
both Iran and Iraq. Fears of weapons of mass
destruction and concern about Iraq and Iran’s
sponsorship of international terrorism fueled
anxiety in Washington after September 11,
2001.

¢ éIran aggressively pursues these
weapons and exports terror, while
an unelected few repress the Iranian
people’s hope for freedom. Iraq
continues to flaunt its hostility foward
America and to support terror. The
Iraqi regime has plotted to develop
anthrax, and nerve gas, and nuclear
weapons for over a decade. This
is a regime that has already used
poison gas to murder thousands of
its own citizens—Ileaving the bodies
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of mothers huddled over their dead
children. This is a regime that agreed
to international inspections—then
kicked out the inspectors. This is a
regime that has something to hide
Jrom the civilized world. States
like these, and their terrorist allies,
constitute an axis of evil, arming to
threaten the peace of the world. By
seeking weapons of mass destruction,
these regimes pose a grave and
growing danger.”

—President George W. Bush,

January 29, 2002

H Iraqg

For eighteen years, U.S. policy toward Iraq
has been headline news. U.S. efforts to contain
Saddam Hussein’s regime continued after the
first Persian Gulf War. In the war’s aftermath,
the United States backed away from pursuing
the overthrow of Hussein’s regime. Instead,
the United States blocked Hussein from re-
building his country’s power and hoped that
disgruntled military officers would eventually
overthrow the government.

At the urging of the United States, the UN
Security Council imposed economic sanc-
tions and limited the sale of Iraqi oil in order
to keep Saddam Hussein in check. U.S. and
British forces prevented the Iraqi air force from
flying over northern and southern portions of
Iraq.

As part of the cease-fire agreement, UN
monitors conducted regular inspections of Irag

to prevent the production of nuclear, chemical,
and biological weapons. UN weapons inspec-
tors also destroyed vast stockpiles of chemical
and biological weapons and their components,
In late 1998, Traq refused to allow UN inspec-
tors a free hand in continuing their search for
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and, in
response, U.S. and British forces conducted a
series massive air strikes. Iraq then refused to
allow UN inspectors to operate in Iraq at all
until late 2002.

Why did UN weapons
inspectors return to Iraq?

In the summer of 2002, Washington turned
the pressure up on Iraq. In a speech before the
United Nations, President Bush claimed that
Iraq’s alleged WMD program and sponsorship
of terrorism posed a danger to the region and
to the world. He stated that the United States
would confront these dangers and asked the
UN to join with the United States.

The UN Security Council unanimously
passed a resolution calling for Irag to comply
with earlier resolutions and to allow unre-
stricted access for weapons inspectors once
they returned to Iraq. The inspectors returned,
but a disagreement quickly emerged among
members of the Security Council. The United
States and Great Britain argued that the in-
spections were not working and that twelve
years of UN sanctions and resolutions had
failed. U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell
argued before the UN Security Council that
Iraq had links to al Qaeda, a charge that turned

Sanctions and Iraq

Although economic sanctions did not bring about Saddam Hussein’s downfall, they may have
helped prevent him from reconstructing his arsenal of weapons of mass destruction—an impor-
tant contribution. They also prompted accusations that the United States increased the suffering
of the Iraqi people. Despite the UN’s humanitarian oil-for-food program, the UN estimated that
thousands of Iraqi children died each month because of malnutrition and disease attributable to
the sanctions. Observers debate whether the United States or Saddam Hussein was responsible
for this tragic situation. Some experts estimate that Hussein had the wealth to feed his people but
chose to spend it instead on the military and marble palaces. UN reports, as well as economic
and political interests, led France, Russia, China, and Arab nations to oppose U.S. actions and to
argue for a reevaluation of policy toward Iraq.
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out to be untrue. President Bush and British
Prime Minister Tony Blair saw military action
leading to “regime change” as the next step.
France, Russia, and Germany strongly dis-
agreed with the idea of “regime change” and
argued that the UN inspectors should continue
trying to ensure the disarmament of Iraq.

U.S. diplomats worked hard to build inter-
national support for the U.S. position within
the UN as it had for the first Gulf War. In spite
of these intensive efforts, President Bush real-
ized that he would not win UN approval for
military action against Iraq. Approval would
have made the use of force legal.

What did the public think about
a war against Iraq?

There was widespread public opposition
to an invasion of Iraq. For example, on Febru-
ary 15, 2003, millions of people marched in
coordinated demonstrations in the United
States and around the world.

€6...the huge anti-war demonstrations
around the world this weekend
are reminders that there may be
two superpowers on the planet: the
United States and world opinion.”

—Patrick Tyler, The New York Times,
February 17, 2003

Nevertheless, in March 2003, the major-
ity of U.S. citizens favored military action
to remove Saddam Hussein from power. A
majority also favored taking into account the
views of allies before acting. Forty-five percent
of U.S. citizens believed that Saddam Hussein
was personally involved in the September 11
terrorist attacks—an opinion not supported by
evidence. (A Senate panel concluded in 2006
that Saddam Hussein’s government had no
connections to the terrorist attacks of Septem-
ber 11, 2001.)

President Bush ordered the U.S. military
into action. The United Kingdom, Australia,
Denmark, and Poland also contributed military
forces to the operation. During the military’s
advance, U.S. officials worried that the Iragi
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army would use chemical weapons. This did
not happen. An intensive search for WMD in
Iraq began, but no WMD were found.

6 §We are very unlikely to find
stockpiles...of weapons. I don’t think
they exist.”

—David Kay, former chief U.S. weapons
inspector in Iraq, January 25, 2004

What did the U.S.-led military
coalition find in Iraq?

Although the coalition did not find any
WMDs, they did find mass graves of thousands
of Iragis—murdered by Saddam Hussein’s
government during his rule. How many Iragis
died at the hands of his regime remains to be
tallied, but some believe the final count will
approach 350,000.

The U.S. government declared that its
primary goals in sending troops to Iraq were to
end Saddam Hussein’s regime and to uncover
WMD. But the government also had other,
more long-term goals for the reconstruction of
Irag. Even before the war began, U.S. leaders
believed that a democracy in Iraq could trans-
form the Middle East, providing an example

Kal. 2003 Baltimore Sun. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved.
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of freedom that would influence neighbor-
ing countries to undergo similar democratic
reform.,

¢ 6A liberated Iraqg can show the
power of freedom to transform that
vital region, by bringing hope and
progress into the lives of millions.”
—President Bush, February 26, 2003

What challenges remain in Iraq today?

In May 2003, the U.S. government estab-
lished a provisional government in Iraq, led
by U.S. officials. Over the next year the United
States worked with Iragis to create an interim
constitution and an interim Iraqgi government.
Since elections in 2005, in which Iraqis voted
for a permanent constitution and elected a
permanent government, the U.S. government
has acted in an advisory role through the U.S.
embassy in Baghdad. The embassy has ap-
proximately one thousand U.S. government
employees, more than any other U.S. embassy.
U.S. troops remain to provide security and
train the Iraqi police and military.

The new Iraqi government and the U.S.
military face multiple challenges. Violence
from local militias, insurgents, and terror-
ist groups continue to wrack the country.
This violence makes providing public safety,
electricity, water, and other basic services
extremely difficult. Deep sectarian divisions
within the government and the population
limit overall reconciliation and nation-
building. Finally, Irag’s economy has been
struggling and many Iraqis are frustrated with
the government’s failure to improve the situa-
tion.

By May 2008, more than four thousand
U.S. soldiers had been killed and tens of
thousands wounded in Iraq. Statistics vary
widely, but according to UN reports, an aver-
age of ninety-four Iraqi civilians died each day
in 2006, the worst year in terms of violence
since the U.S. invasion. Although the number
of civilian casualties has declined since then,
about 23,000 Iraqgi civilians died from violence
in 2007. Some two million Iragis have fled Iraq
since 2003.

Many countries in the Middle East are con-
cerned about the U.S. presence in Iraq. They
are also suspicious of U.S. efforts to promote
democracy in the region. Since the invasion,
governments and other regional organizations
have supported or been involved with many
of Iraq’s paramilitary groups. Iran in particular
has been accused of supplying arms, financial
support, and training to a number of groups.
Most of the foreign insurgents in Iraq have
arrived through the Saudi Arabian and Syrian
borders. At the same time, most countries in
the region do not want the Iraqgi state to fail.
Many are worried that if Iraq’s civil war wors-
ens, it will draw other countries into the fight,
spilling violence over Iraq’s borders. Many
fear that with Shi‘i Muslim groups supported
by Iran and Sunni Muslim groups supported
by countries like Syria and Saudi Arabia, Iraq
could turn into a war that might destabilize
the entire region.

€ €The core of the problem is that if Iraq
is divided, definitely there will be a
civil war and definitely neighboring
countries will be involved in this. The
Middle East can’t shoulder this. It’s
too much.”

—Abdullah Giil, former Foreign Minister
of Turkey, September 18, 2006

The United States plans to stay in Iraq
until it establishes a stable government able
to maintain security. How long the United
States will remain in the country is uncertain,
but many experts predict that it will be years,
require additional troops, and cost hundreds
of billions of dollars.

How does the conflict in Iraq affect
domestic politics in the United States?

The war in Iraq remains one of the most
controversial topics in U.S. politics today,
heightened by the failure of U.S. officials there
to find any WMD, a principal justification for
invading Iraq. While most agree that an end
to Saddam Hussein’s brutal dictatorship was
positive, many disagreements remain and
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are likely to continue to play an
important role in U.S. domestic
politics.

M Iran

The United States believes
that Iran has a well-established
program to develop nuclear weap-
ons. The Iranian government has
the right to develop nuclear ma-
terials to use for nuclear energy.
The dilemma for the international
community is that it is difficult to
distinguish between “good atoms”
for peaceful purposes and “bad
atoms” for military purposes.

How has the world responded
to Iran’s nuclear ambitions?

In 2002, the international community
discovered that Iran had secret nuclear facili-
ties. In a move supported by Washington and
Europe, Russian officials proposed supplying
Iran with fuel for its nuclear power plants that
could be used only for peaceful purposes. This
would prevent Iran from having to create its
own nuclear fuel. Nevertheless, in 2006 Iran
restarted its uranium enrichment program in
a move that has heightened concern around
the world. The International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) referred Iran to the UN Se-
curity Council, which passed a resolution in
December 2006 calling for Iran to suspend its
nuclear activities. Iran is currently in violation
of that resolution.

France, Germany, and the United Kingdom
have negotiated closely with Iran to encourage
it to end its nuclear program. Iran’s hard-
line president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, has
staunchly defended Iran’s right to a civilian
nuclear energy program. His public assertion
that Israel should be “wiped off the map” has
also increased international anxiety about
Iran’s intentions.

Three other issues affect U.S. relations
with Iran. The State Department believes Iran
is the leading state sponsor of terrorism. Iran’s
support for anti-Israeli terrorist groups Hezbol-
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lah, Hamas, and Islamic Jihad has contributed
significantly to violence in the region. Second,
the United States believes that Iran’s support
of the sectarian groups in Iraq fuels violence
there. Finally, human rights violations, in-
cluding the torture and killing of political
opponents of the regime, are a continuing
cause for concern.

U.S. officials are divided on how best to
deal with Iran. Some advocate a hard-line
policy to bring about change in Iran’s leader-
ship, including military action. Others believe
that a policy of diplomatic engagement is a
better course.

How has Iran changed since
the death of Khomeini?

The record of Iran’s Islamic Republic pres-
ents a contradictory picture. Well-organized
fundamentalist clergymen continue to wield
strong influence in the political process and
meddle in the private lives of Iranian citizens.
The clergy have implemented social codes
that classify contact between unmarried or
unrelated men and women as a violation of
public morality. They have also imposed an
ineffective ban on satellite dishes that receive
international television signals and have
banned western videos and music.

But the Iranian Revolution that first set
off alarm bells about political Islam has lost
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much of its fire. Since the death of Khomeini
in 1989, Iran’s leadership has been less eager
to export its revolution abroad. Iran’s military
budget amounts to only one-sixth of Saudi
Arabia’s and one-half of Israel’s, and Iran has
not invaded another country since 1736. Iran
has also taken steps to encourage foreign in-
vestment.

The re-election of a moderate, Moham-
mad Khatami, as president in 2001 with nearly
60 percent of the vote indicated that Iranian
voters wanted to reform the Iranian Revolu-
tion. Khatami campaigned for tolerance, social
reform, and a greater role for women in public
life—a platform that appealed particularly
to youth and women. But in February 2004,
Iran’s clerics disqualified many liberal reform
candidates from running for parliament. Many
Iranians chose to boycott the 2004 election in
protest of the government’s action.

Public demonstrations calling for reform
and criticizing Iran’s clerics became more com-
mon.

6 6I would not be surprised if we see
more of such protests in the future
because the ground is ready. Our
society now is like a room full of gas
ready to ignite with a small spark.”

—Anonymous member of Iran’s
Parliament, June 2003

The presidential election of 2005 seemed
to turn Iranian politics on its head once again.
The election of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, a reli-
gious conservative who supports the system
of ruling clerics, ended the reign of the liberal
reformers. Ahmadinejad ran on a platform
that focused on stamping out corruption and
providing aid to the poor. Liberal reformers ac-
knowledged the need to broaden their appeal.

6 6We were the party of the intellectuals,
so we must change this to develop
ideas for the poor and workers. We
will still talk about democracy and
human rights, but we should explain

to people how it will make their lives
better.”
—Former President Mohammad Khatami

How has life changed for Iranians
in the Islamic Republic?

Most Iranians are better off under the
Islamic Republic than they were under the
shah. Life expectancy in the country has risen
from fifty-five years in the late 1970s to sev-
enty years today. The shah neglected remote
villages that now have schools, health clinics,
roads, and safe drinking water. Nonetheless,
economic hardship and widespread unem-
ployment are ongoing problems.

The rights of women in Iran are restricted.
They cannot travel abroad without the permis-
sion of their husbands, and their testimony in
court is worth half that of a man. Nonetheless,
Iranian women are ahead of their counterparts
in most of the Arab kingdoms of the Persian
Gulf. For example, more than 50 percent of the
students in Iranian universities are women,
and 95 percent of all girls attend primary
school.

Resolving the Arab-

Israeli Conflict

The Arab-Israeli peace process has com-
manded a large share of the United States’
diplomatic energy over the years. For the past
seventeen years, the United States has played
an important role in mediating the conflict
between Israelis and Palestinians. In addition
to playing host at negotiating sessions, the
United States exerts influence through foreign
aid and diplomatic pressure. Israel has long
been the leading recipient of U.S. foreign aid,
taking in about $3 billion a year. (Egypt ranks
second with about $2 billion a year.) Arab-
Israeli peace is important to the United States
today because of the long history of friendship
with Israel, because U.S. leaders feel a respon-
sibility to help resolve this violent conflict,
and because Israel provides the United States
with a powerful ally in an important region.
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What is the U.S.
perspective on
relations with Israel?
Since its creation, Is-
rael has occupied a special
position in U.S. foreign
policy. U.S. leaders have
stood by Israel for several
reasons. First, Israel has
won the admiration of
many in the United States
as a model of democracy
and Western values in the
Middle East. Presidents
Harry Truman and Lyndon
Johnson were particu-
larly committed to Israel’s
struggle for survival.

Other presidents, such as Richard Nixon
and George H.W. Bush, viewed Israel primarily
as a strategic ally in the region. They valued Ts-
rael for countering U.S. enemies in the Middle
East, battle-testing U.S. weapons, and sharing
intelligence information. Israel’s development
of nuclear weapons (which Israeli officials
have never admitted) gave Israel added weight
in U.S. policy.

In recent years, U.S. attachment to Israel
has attracted fresh attention. Israel’s treatment
of the Palestinians under its jurisdiction has
drawn more intense criticism. For instance,
the Israeli government has limited Palestin-
ians’ daily travel to work and elsewhere
through checkpoints at the boundaries. The
Israeli government built a barrier to separate
the Gaza Strip and Israel in the mid-1990s, and
is currently constructing a barrier more than
400 miles long to separate the West Bank and
Israel. U.S. support for Israel has not wavered,
even though it has been a source of resentment
in the Arab world. In this section you will read
about recent attempts to resolve the conflicts
between Israel and its Arab neighbors and
between Israel and the Palestinians, as well as
current events that have derailed that process.

How did the first Gulf War lead to talks
between Israel and its neighbors?
The first Persian Gulf War in 1991 shook
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the entire Middle East. A handful of long-
range Iraqi missiles struck Israel during the
war and reinforced the country’s sense of vul-
nerability. Moreover, some Israelis viewed the
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip as
a burden on their society, especially since Pal-
estinians had launched a broad-based protest
movement in 1987 known as the first intifada.
(Intifada is an Arabic word that means “shak-
ing-off.”)

The 1991 Persian Gulf War also boosted
the leverage of the United States. President
George H.W. Bush decided to use enhanced
U.S. power and influence to try to achieve
peace between Israel and its Arab neighbors.
In October 1991, he persuaded representa-
tives of Israel, the Palestinians, Syria, Jordan,
and Lebanon to sit down together in Madrid.
The participants at the Madrid Conference
recognized that the Arab-Israeli conflict was
not likely to be resolved with a single treaty.
Rather, separate peace talks were initiated
between Israel and each of its Arab neighbors.
Sometimes these talks have produced positive
outcomes, such as the treaty between Jordan
and Israel in 1994.

Under the peace treaty, Jordan joined
Egypt in officially recognizing Israel. Mauri-
tania is the only other Arab state to extend
diplomatic relations to Israel, although Israel
has established low-level ties with Morocco,
Tunisia, Oman, and Qatar.

Dale Stephanas © 1992 in the Haverhill Gazette.
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certainly been the most violent
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people while the PLO recognized
Israel’s right to exist in peace and
security and renounced the use

of violence. Both sides expressed
their support for earlier UN
resolutions that called on Israel to
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withdraw from the West Bank, the
Gaza Strip, and the Golan Heights
in exchange for an Arab commit-
ment to peaceful relations.
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In 1995, Rabin and Arafat met
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again at the White House to sign
a much more detailed treaty. The

Palestinian refugees live throughout the world. These figures are
for the region, where the bulk of Palestinian refugees live. The

UN defines Palestinian refugees as people whose normal place of
residency between 1946 and 1948 was Palestine and who lost their

second agreement laid out a plan
to extend Palestinian self-rule in
the West Bank and to bring Israel’s

homes and livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict.

What did negotiations between the

Israelis and the Palestinians achieve?
Many experts consider the conflict be-

tween Israelis and Palestinians to be the most

difficult element of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Some believe it is the linchpin on which all

other elements of the conflict depend. It has

military occupation of the area to
a close.

These agreements produced
some concrete changes. A Palestinian govern-
ment, called the Palestinian Authority, was
largely given control of day-to-day affairs in
half the Gaza Strip and the main cities of the
West Bank, except East Jerusalem. Palestinians
also now manage their own police force and
elect the officials who govern them.
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How did the assassination of Israeli Prime agreement by May 1999. Political develop-
Minister Rabin affect the peace process? ments in the region put that deadline out of
Israeli and Palestinian negotiators were reach and the entire peace process in doubt.

scheduled to conclude a comprehensive, final In 1995, an Israeli extremist gunned down

Israel and the Palestinians: What Are the Unresolved Issues?
Palestinian Statehood: Above all, the Palestinians insist on attaining full statehood. They
want to control their own borders, form an army, and exercise the rights belonging to indepen-
dent nations. Some Israelis fear that a full-fledged Palestinian state could endanger their security.
They argue that an independent Palestine could be used as a staging ground for attacks against
Israel.

Jerusalem: The status of Jerusalem is another important sticking point. East Jerusalem has
religious significance for both Muslims and Jews. Israel captured East Jerusalem during the 1967
War. Prior to this, East Jerusalem and the West Bank were under the control of Jordan. Israel
claims complete control over Jerusalem and considers it the nation’s capital. The Palestinians
want to establish their capital in East Jerusalem, where they represent a majority of the popula-
tion. (The United States and most other nations do not recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.)

Jewish Settlements: Like the status of Jerusalem, controversy over Jewish settlements in the
Palestinian territories has stirred passions. Approximately 250,000 Israelis live in the West Bank.
Most of them make their homes in modern suburbs ringing Jerusalem. Other Israelis have settled
in more remote areas, often for ideological reasons. Many of the settlers, who use a large portion
of the scarce resources of the area, vow that they will never accept Palestinian authority. Israel
has insisted on maintaining control of the access roads that connect the settlements, effectively
carving lands of the Palestinians into isolated pockets. In 2005, Israel withdrew all its settlements
in Gaza and plans to withdraw some from the West Bank, a position which the United States
endorses.

The Security Barrier: In the mid-1990s, the Israeli government constructed a barrier between
Israel and the Gaza Strip to prevent the unauthorized entry of Palestinians into Israel and prevent
attacks by terrorists. In June 2002, Israel decided to construct a similar barrier in the West Bank.
Though not yet completed, the path of the barrier is disputed because it has incorporated disput-
ed Jewish settlements, cut across Palestinian farmland, and made it more difficult for Palestinians
in the West Bank to travel freely to work. When completed the wall will total more than 400
miles.

Palestinian Refugees: More than 1.7 million Palestinian refugees live in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip (The total population of the West Bank and Gaza is 4.14 million). As many as 4.5 mil-
lion other Palestinians live scattered throughout the Middle East, mostly in Jordan. Palestinian
leaders argue that all Palestinians—many of whom were forced to flee during the 1967 War—
should have the right to return to their former homes in the West Bank, the Gaza Strip, and Israel.
Israeli authorities have resisted opening the Palestinian territories to unrestricted immigration
and worry that Palestinians returning to Israel would eventually change the nature of their state.
Israelis also note that more than 850,000 Israeli Arabs already live within Israel’s borders.

Water Resources: Finally, the right to water and water usage in the region is another signifi-
cant stumbling block. Limited supply and water sources that cross borders remain significant
obstacles to any peace settlement. The Israeli-Jordanian Peace Agreement of 1994 contains a wa-
ter protocol. Other agreements between Israel and its neighbors will also be necessary to govern
the use of this scarce resource.

WWW.CHOICES.EDU B VWATSON INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, BROWN UniversiTy B CHoICES FOR THE 215T CENTURY EDUCATION PROGRAM B

i 1



Shifting Sands: Balancing
U.S. Interests in the Middle East

Israeli Prime Minister Rabin. Following his
assassination a more hard-line prime min-
ister, Benjamin Netanyahu, came to power.
Netanyahu backed away from Rabin’s pledge
to continue the withdrawal of Israeli forces
from the West Bank. His positions brought him
into conflict with President Clinton’s admin-
istration and were not widely popular among
Israelis. He lost the elections in May of 1999.
Ehud Barak won, largely by promising to nego-
tiate an enduring and comprehensive peace.

What were the results of the Camp
David negotiations in July 20007

The United States, hoping to conclude
an agreement, organized talks with Israel and
the Palestinian Authority at Camp David in
July 2000. Despite President Clinton’s intense
involvement, the parties could not reach
comprehensive agreement. The status of East
Jerusalem, which both groups want to control,
was reported to be one of the sticking points
in the negotiations. Both Israelis and Palestin-
ians were disappointed and angered by the
failed talks. Both sides began to question their
leaders.

Shortly after the Camp David talks, vio-
lence erupted again. This wave, called the
second intifada, killed more than 950 Israelis
and 3,200 Palestinians. Many were civilians.

How did Arafat’s leadership frustrate
the United States and Palestinians?

Many Palestinians grew frustrated by
corruption and mismanagement during Yasir
Arafat’s leadership of the Palestinian Au-
thority. Most Palestinians faced economic
hardship and poverty. In addition, the Israeli
government reduced Palestinians’ access to job
opportunities within Israel for security rea-
sons. Palestinian frustration generated support
for hard-line militants who use terrorism and
violence in attacks against Israel. Arafat failed
to crack down on militant Islamic groups such
as Islamic Jihad and Hamas, and to stop them
from conducting terrorist attacks on Israel.

Both the United States and Israel saw
Arafat’s leadership as an obstacle to progress.

His death in November 2004, and the elec-
tion of Mahmoud Abbas as president of the
Palestinian Authority, led to a flurry of new
negotiations. After Abbas’ election, the United
States pledged increased aid to the Palestin-
ians.

Abbas renounced the intifada and made
efforts to halt attacks against Israel. Israel, in
turn, reduced military activity in the West
Bank, and withdrew from the Gaza Strip. The
combination of these actions opened the door
to negotiations. Both sides agreed to a cease-
fire in early 2005. Many hoped that the waves
of violence that had wracked the area since
2000 were over. But recent developments have
again thrown the future of the peace process
into doubt.

How has the election of Hamas
affected the peace process?

In January 2006, Hamas, capitalizing on
the frustrations of Palestinians, won a slight
majority of votes in democratic legislative
elections and assumed control of the Pales-
tinian Authority (Mahmoud Abbas was still
president). Hamas, designated as a terrorist
organization by the United States and the
European Union, has both a political and
military wing. It is an Islamist organization
and its long-term goal is to establish an Islamic
Palestinian state on the land historically called
Palestine, much of which currently lies in
Israel.

The United States, Russia, the United Na-
tions, and the European Union warned Hamas
that it would have to recognize Israel’s right
to exist, forswear violence, and accept previ-
ously-negotiated agreements. Israel vowed not
to negotiate with Hamas unless it recognized
Israel’s right to exist and renounced violence.
Following Hamas' capture of an Israeli soldier
in June 2006, Israel launched a new military
offensive in the Gaza Strip, just a year after
withdrawing settlements from the area.

Hamas and its rival political party, Fatah
(Abbas’s party) agreed to form a unity govern-
ment in September 2006. But factional fighting
continued and when Hamas took control of
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the Gaza Strip in June 2007, President Abbas
dissolved the unity government. Abbas, whose
Fatah party retains control of the West Bank,
ejected Hamas members from the government
of the Palestinian Authority in June. Hamas
has established its own government in Gaza.
Neither party recognizes the other as the of-
ficial Palestinian leadership.

In response to Hamas’s takeover of
the Gaza Strip, the Israeli government has
tightened security on its border with Gaza.
Economic conditions in Gaza have become in-
creasingly difficult. Political divisions among
Palestinians prevent progress on reconcilia-
tion with Israel and achieving political goals
within the Palestinian territories. The peace
process between Israel and the Palestinians, if
it still exists, is at a standstill.

Why was there a war on the Israeli-
Lebanese border in 20067

In mid-2006 a war erupted on the Israeli-
Lebanese border between Israel and Hezbollah.
Hezbollah is a political and military organi-
zation in Lebanon that many consider to be
terrorist.

This violence has a long history. Lebanon
borders Israel to the north. Peace between
Lebanon and Israel hinges on several factors.
First, the relationship between Israel and Leba-
non is connected to the relationship between
Israel and Syria. Syria insists that it will sign
a peace treaty with Israel only if Israel returns
the strategic Golan Heights, which have been
under Israeli occupation since the 1967 War.

From the 1980s, both Syria and Israel were
militarily involved in Lebanon. In May 2000,
Israeli Prime Minister Barak ordered a unilat-
eral withdrawal of Israeli forces from southern
Lebanon. After huge Lebanese demonstra-
tions against Syria’s presence, Syria agreed to
withdraw its troops in time for elections in
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Lebanon in May 2005. Although Syria's army
has left, the Syrian government still influences
events in Lebanon.

The presence of Hezbollah in Lebanon also
prevents Israel and Lebanon from being able
to negotiate peace. The United States and the
European Union consider Hezbollah, which
cooperates closely with Iran and Syria, to be a
terrorist organization. Iran is its single larg-
est financial supporter, though it also receives
significant funding from individual dona-
tions. Since Israeli forces left Lebanon, one
of Hezbollah’s goals has been to support the
Palestinian cause.

In the middle of 2006, Hezbollah kid-
napped two Israeli soldiers, which led to
retaliation from Israel and further violence
from Hezbollah. The conflict killed more than
a thousand militants and civilians, mostly
Lebanese, and made large areas of southern
Lebanon uninhabitable because of unexploded
bombs. Many foreign nations evacuated their
citizens from Beirut during the fighting. Israel
invaded Lebanon but failed to find the sol-
diers.

When the violence subsided, Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert came under attack from
moderate Israelis as well as from many abroad
for what they saw as his overly aggressive and
incompetent response to Hezbollah's actions.
In Lebanon, increased tension between Hez-
bollah and government supporters broke out
into violence in May 2008. Later that month,
leaders signed a peace deal giving Hezbollah
more power in the government.

Some Middle East experts view these
events—violence in Lebanon and the election
of Hamas—as representing a turning point in
the peace process. They see some possible
positive outcomes from the renewed calls for
stability and negotiation. Others are not so
hopeful.
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S oaring populations, popular discontent, rising government
expenditures, violence in Iraq, and the unresolved situation
between Israelis and Palestinians continue to place pressure on
Middle Eastern states. How the United States manages the challenges
of our dependence on the region’s oil, Iran’s nuclear ambitions, threats
from Islamist terrorists, our presence in Iraq, and the relationship
between the Arab world and Israel will be no simple task.

In the coming days, you will have an opportunity to consider a range
of options for U.S. policy toward the Middle East. Each of the four
options that you will explore is based on a distinct set of values and
beliefs. Each takes a different perspective on the U.S. role in the world
and its stake in the Middle East. You should think of the options

as a tool designed to help you better understand the contrasting
strategies from which the United States must craft future policy.

After considering these options, you will be asked to create
your own policies that reflect your own beliefs and opinions
about where U.S. policy should be heading. You may borrow
heavily from one option, you may combine ideas from several
options, or you may take a new approach altogether.
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Options in Brief

Option 1: Police a Rough
Neighborhood

The attacks of September 11 and the ag-
gressive dictatorships of the Middle East prove
that the world is a dangerous place. The Unit-
ed States cannot hide from the hatreds that
fester in this region. U.S. citizens must accept
that the United States’ strength and influ-
ence in the Middle East and around the world
present an irresistible target for hate-mongers
and extremists. To ensure U.S. security and
the security of U.S. friends and allies, the
United States must confront the forces that
have aligned themselves against peace and
stability before they unleash more havoc. The
United States has destroyed the government
of the most dangerous and aggressive tyrant
in the region, Saddam Hussein. The United
States must remain in Iraq until a new, stable,
U.S.-friendly government can be established.
And the United States must stand up to other
countries in the region that sponsor terrorism
and are trying to acquire dangerous weapons.

Option 2: Focus on Oil

U.S. citizens have no choice but to recog-
nize the critical importance of Middle Eastern
oil to economic and political stability. As the
events of the 1970s illustrated, a disruption in
Middle Eastern oil supplies has the potential
to send shock waves throughout the global
economy. In the face of such a threat, it should
be clear that the flow of oil from the Middle
East is vital to U.S. prosperity and security.
U.S. policy in the Middle East must be focused
on ensuring that the United States and its al-
lies have access to the region’s oil resources.
For too long, the United States’ absolute sup-
port of Israel has complicated its relationship
with leading Arab oil-producers. Economic
common sense demands a more balanced
approach. Likewise, there is no benefit in pick-
ing fights with Iran or Syria or carrying out
a campaign against Islamist movements that
needlessly alarms U.S. allies.
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Option 3: Promote Democracy

and Freedom in the Region

Over the past decade, the world has
changed for the better. But democracy has
made scant headway in the Middle East,
where basic freedoms and the rule of law
count for little. No region of the world spends
a higher proportion of its wealth on weapons.
Regrettably, U.S. policy has contributed to the
Middle East’s lack of progress. For too many
years, the United States has put its oil inter-
ests and security concerns ahead of principle.
The time has come for the United States to use
its enormous influence to nudge the region
toward reform. Governments that take steps
toward establishing democratic institutions,
open societies, and economic freedoms should
be rewarded. At the same time, the United
States should withhold favors from those that
refuse to budge. Change is possible, but only
if the United States is willing to commit its
strength and its resources and play a fair and
evenhanded role with all states in the region.

Option 4: Break Free

of Entanglements

Since the end of the Cold War, much of
the United States’ foreign policy attention has
shifted to the Middle East. But U.S. efforts
have only increased anti-American senti-
ment. The United States must break free of
entanglements in the region. The U.S. military
presence must be eliminated to avoid U.S.
involvement in another, potentially far more
deadly and expansive war. The United States
cannot continue to serve as a convenient target
for anti-American extremists. Likewise, the
United States should not be held responsible
for guaranteeing peace between Arabs and
Israelis. U.S. relations with countries in the
Middle East should be limited to issues that do
not entangle the United States in the contro-
versies of the region.

i
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Option 1: Police a Rough Neighborhood

he attacks of September 11 and the aggressive dictatorships of the Middle East prove
that the world is a dangerous place. The forces opposed to the United States and
its interests did not disappear with the end of the Cold War. Many of them reside in the
Middle East. The United States cannot hide from the hatreds that fester in this region.
U.8. citizens must accept that the United States’ strength and influence in the region
and around the world present an irresistible target for hate-mongers and extremists.

To ensure U.S. security and the security of U.S. friends and allies, the United States
must draw a clear line in the sand. On one side belong trusted friends and allies in
the region. Fortunately, there are many. Israel, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Egypt, Jordan,
and most of the Persian Gulf states have been reliable partners for decades. When
their security is threatened, either by enemies beyond their borders or within,

the United States should stand beside them. On the other side are the forces that
have aligned themselves against peace and stability. They must be confronted
before they unleash more havoc on their neighbors and on the United States.

The United States has destroyed the government of a dangerous and aggressive tyrant,
Saddam Hussein. The United States must remain in Iraq until a new, stable, U.S.-friendly
government can be established. There are also other countries such as Iran and Syria that

sponsor terrorism and are trying to acquire dangerous weapons. Terrorists have demonstrated
their ability to strike worldwide. Still more chilling is the prospect that a rogue state such as
Iran may eventually be armed with nuclear weapons. Only the United States has the power
and the prestige to confront the outlaw regimes of the Middle East. The job of police officer is
not fun, but in a neighborhood as rough as the Middle East the alternative is chaos and war.

What policies should the United States pursue?

» The United States should maintain

strong alliances with key friends in the Middle

East and provide foreign aid and military
assistance to Middle Eastern governments
that are fighting against Islamist movements.

* The United States should work for
a settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict
that ensures the security of Israel while
satisfying the United States” Arab allies.
The United States should pressure the
Palestinian Authority to reign in Hamas
and recognize Israel’s right to exist.

e The United States and its coalition
allies should remain in Iraq until a
stable government that is friendly to the
United States can be established.

100

* The United States should use its
economic, diplomatic, and military
strength to prevent states in the region
from developing nuclear, biological, and
chemical weapons or from gaining access
to advanced military technology.

¢ The United States should restrict the
fundraising and organizational activities of
groups in the United States that are linked
to Islamist movements in the Middle East.

e The United States should press its
allies and trading partners worldwide
to impose sanctions on Iran and control
the flow of funds to terrorists.
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Option 1 is based on the following beliefs

* There is no hope for compromise
between the United States and the
anti-Western leaders who despise
U.S. values and way of life.

» The United States has the right to

Arguments for

1. Confronting tyrants will, in the long
run, reduce tension and promote stability
in the Middle East and around the world.

2. Standing by allies and friends in the
Middle East will reassure countries worldwide

that the United States honors its commitments.

3. Addressing Israeli security
concerns in resolving the Arab-Israeli
conflict will serve as a solid foundation
for lasting peace in the region.
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take the initiative to eliminate tyrants who
threaten it, its allies, or the rest of the world.

e The U.S. appetite for oil should not
overshadow the need for security.

Arguments against

1. If the United States continues its
military presence in Iraq, this will further
inflame Middle Eastern public opinion and
jeopardize the stability of the region.

2. Branding Islamist leaders as U.S.
enemies will only provoke deeper hostility
toward the United States within the Muslim
world and may result in an increase of
terrorist attacks both within the United
States and against U.S. allies in the region.

3. Confronting Iran will leave the United
States further isolated from the rest of the
international community and cost U.S.
companies opportunities for business.

4. Entangling the United States further
in the Middle East will draw U.S. resources
away from urgent problems at home, such as
reducing crime and improving education.

5. Continuing support for corrupt,
undemocratic regimes in the Middle East will
discourage democratic and economic reform
and provide fuel for claims of U.S. hypocrisy.

6. Pledging unconditional support
for U.S. allies when their security is
threatened will mean that the United
States must continue to support Israel
at the expense of the Palestinians, a
position that only fans the flames of anti-
American sentiment in the region.

7. Imposing economic sanctions to
achieve political goals harms innocent
civilians rather than oppressive dictators.

8. If the United States commits itself
to a large military role in the Middle
East, it will be stretching the military too
thin. This will make the United States
vulnerable in other parts of the world.
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Option 2: Focus on Oil

oday’s world runs on oil. Much of industrialized society has been built around it.

Without oil, the engines of the global economy would grind to a halt. The Middle
East contains over 60 percent of the world’s proven oil reserves. Saudi Arabia alone
holds one-fifth of the planet’s supplies. U.S. citizens have no choice but to recognize
the critical importance of Middle Eastern oil to economic and political stability. As
the events of the 1970s illustrated, a disruption in Middle Eastern oil supplies has the
potential to send shock waves throughout the global economy. Not only would people
in the United States be jolted, but the economic earthquake would strike key U.S. allies
and trading partners in Western Europe and East Asia with even more devastating force.
The entire international economy could very well crumble. In the face of such a threat,
it should be clear that the flow of oil from the Middle East is vital to U.S. prosperity
and security. No other issue in the Middle East rivals the importance of energy.

U.S. policy in the Middle East must be focused on ensuring that the United States and its
allies have access to the region’s oil resources. With so much at stake, the United States
cannot afford to lose track of its priorities. For too long, the United States’ absolute support
of Israel has complicated its relationship with leading Arab oil-producers. Economic
common sense demands a more balanced approach. Likewise, there is no benefit in
picking fights with Iran or Syria or carrying out a campaign against Islamist movements
that needlessly alarms U.S. allies. U.S. interests require that the United States maintain

a military presence in the Persian Gulf, but U.S. troops should be there to promote
stability, not to provoke another war. Above all, the United States must be careful not to
rock the boat in a region that is both dangerously explosive and critically important.

What policies should the United States pursue?

» The United States should scale back its
support for Israel and take an evenhanded
approach to resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict.

* The United States should ensure
that Iraqgi oil continues to flow and that
this oil is available to the United States,
its allies, and the global marketplace.

e The United States should maintain
friendly relations with Middle Eastern
governments that respect U.S. oil interests and
offer the United States assistance in resolving
disputes that threaten regional stability.

» The United States should support
the efforts of U.S. 0il companies doing
business in the Middle East.

* The United States should continue
to use its economic and diplomatic
leverage to prevent OPEC from again
dominating the world oil market.

» The United States should maintain a
military presence in the Persian Gulf sufficient
to safeguard shipping lanes and to deter
attacks against the main oil fields of the region.

» The United States should respond
quickly and firmly, using force if
necessary, against countries that threaten
U.S. oil interests in the Middle East.

» The United States should end economic
sanctions against Iran and instead work to
draw it back into the international community.
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Option 2 is based on the following beliefs

» The free flow of oil from the
Middle East is essential to the security
and prosperity of the United States.

* By showing respect and tolerance,
the United States can live peacefully
with the growing political influence
of Islam in the Middle East.

Arguments for

1. Pursuing a more balanced policy
toward the Arab-Israeli conflict will boost
U.S. prestige and influence in the Middle East
and allow the United States to play a more
effective role in promoting regional stability.

2. Ending the United States’
confrontational posture with Iran will
remove a needless source of friction in
Middle Eastern politics. Improved relations
will also allow U.S. companies to do
business in Iran and compete with their
European rivals on an equal footing.

3. Emphasizing economic interests
in U.S. relations with the Middle East
will place U.S. foreign policy on a
steadier, more predictable course.
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» The United States’ one-sided support
for Israel has undermined U.S. relationships
with Arab countries and contradicts U.S.
economic interests in the Middle East.

Arguments against

1. Focusing on U.S. economic interests
in Iraq rather than on the establishment
of democracy will indicate that the
United States has been hypocritical in its
rationale for war with Iraq and will fuel
anti-American sentiment in the region.

2. Stabbing Israel in the back after
decades of close cooperation will invite an
Arab attack against Israel and lead U.S. allies
worldwide to question U.S. commitments.

3. Treating the rulers of oil-rich
nations as a privileged class will embolden
them to crack down on government
opposition at home and will inflame anti-
American sentiment in the region.

4. Abandoning sanctions against
Iran will be seen throughout the Middle
East as a victory for U.S. enemies and
a defeat for the United States.

5. Ignoring the brutality and corruption
of tyrannical regimes in order to gain
access to oil will tarnish the United
States’ international reputation as a
force for democracy and freedom.

6. Focusing U.S. resources on
protecting the oil supplies of the Middle
East will distract from the more important
goal of developing new sources of
energy and promoting conservation.

7. Focusing on U.S. access to Middle
East oil will only prove to the international
community that the United States is
not interested in collaborating to solve
the region’s pressing problems.
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Option 3: Promote Democracy and Freedom in the Region

ver the past decade, the world has changed. More countries than ever have embraced

democracy and economic freedom. International standards of human rights have
gained widespread acceptance. But troubles continue to exist in the Middle East.
Democracy has made scant headway. Basic freedoms and the rule of law count for little in
many nations of the Middle East. The rights of women are cruelly neglected. Government
officials keep a tight grip over industry and commerce. No region of the world spends a
higher proportion of its wealth on weapons. Regrettably, U.S. policy has contributed to
the Middle East’s lack of progress. For too many years, the United States has put its oil
interests and security concerns ahead of principle. It has looked the other way as heavy-
handed rulers have abused their own people. As U.S. experience first with the shah of Iran
and then with Saddam Hussein proved, such policies inevitably lead to future problems.

The time has come for the United States to use its enormous influence in the Middle East to
nudge the region toward reform. In countries whose regimes are both brutal and tyrannical,
the United States should help democratic opposition forces change their governments.

In others, the United States should encourage positive change. Governments that take

steps toward establishing democratic institutions, open societies, and economic freedoms
should be rewarded. At the same time, the United States should withhold favors from
those that refuse to budge. Fortunately, there are a few states that serve as models for the
region. Israel has a solid record of democracy. Turkey’s political system has overcome
several setbacks. Jordan and Lebanon also appear to be moving toward greater political
participation, But no country should be above criticism. For the United States to bring
reform to the Middle East, U.S. policies must be seen as fair and evenhanded by those

in the region and by the wider international community. Change is possible, but only if

the United States is willing to commit its strength and its resources to this endeavor.

What policies should the United States pursue?

* The United States should use
foreign aid, trade benefits, and diplomatic
pressure to promote democratic and
economic reform in the Middle East.

* The United States should ensure the
survival of Israel and persuade Arab states to
establish peaceful relations with Israel. At the
same time, the United States should pressure
Israel to end human rights abuses against the
Palestinians living under Israeli jurisdiction.

* The United States should base
its support for Palestinian statehood
on whether the Palestinian Authority
reins in Hamas, recognizes Israel, and
promotes democracy and human rights.

e The United States should stop
selling arms to governments that use
force against their own people.

 The United States should punish
governments that abuse the rights of
minority groups, violate the principles of
religious tolerance, or discriminate against
women. This must apply evenly to both
U.S. allies and U.S. enemies in the region.

e The United States should work to
foster domestic democratic opponents
of the Iranian mullahs and other brutal,
tyrannical rulers in the Middle East.

 The United States should reduce its
military ties with governments that refuse
to take steps toward establishing democratic
institutions and economic freedoms.

» Now that it is there, the United States
should stay in Iraq and build a democracy
there.
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Option 3 is based on the following beliefs

* The advancement of democracy,
tolerance, human rights, equality for
women, and economic freedom in the
Middle East is essential to bringing
peace and stability to the region.

* Without political and economic

Arguments for

1. Promoting democracy and
economic freedom in the Middle East
will restore the United States’ reputation
as a nation of principle and strengthen
the cause of reformers worldwide.

2. Taking a firm stand against abuses of
human rights and adopting an evenhanded
policy toward all countries in the
Middle East—Iriend and foe alike—will
strengthen the U.S. position in the eyes
of the Middle East and the world.

3. Gaining acceptance for international
standards of human rights in the Middle
East will serve as the basis for the
resolution of disputes in the region.
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reform, the Middle East will fall further
behind other regions of the world.

* The United States has the prestige
and influence to nudge the governments
of the Middle East toward reform.

Arguments against

1. Trying to impose U.S. values on
cultures that are distinctly different
will only contribute to further hostility
toward the United States.

2. Presenting Israel and Turkey as models
for the region—despite their records of human
rights violations—will lead others to accuse
the United States of having a double standard.

3. Picking fights with countries that control
a large share of the world’s oil reserves flies
in the face of vital U.S. economic interests.

4. Needlessly rocking the boat by
encouraging opposition forces in one of the
most explosive regions in the world will
lead to the downfall of many traditional
U.S. friends and allies in the Middle East.

5. Transition to democracy in many
of the countries of the region could
lead to regimes that are more, not less,
hostile toward the United States.

6. Forcing Middle Eastern countries to
adopt reckless economic changes will deepen
poverty and play into the hands of extremists.

7. Entangling the United States further
in the domestic affairs of the region
will inflame public opinion against the
United States at home and abroad.
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Option 4: Break Free of Entanglements

ince the end of the Cold War, much of the United States’ foreign policy attention

has shifted to the Middle East. The United States has fought two wars against Iraq,
occupied that country, and established an extensive military presence in the region.
In addition, it has committed vast diplomatic and security resources to resolving
the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians. And what has been the result? Only
increasing anti-American sentiment stirred up by Islamist militants. The United
States has become the target of terrorist attacks aimed at punishing the United States
for its involvement in the Islamic world. History has shown that U.S. policymakers
have often misunderstood developments in the Middle East. As September 11
demonstrated, U.S. involvement in the region can be a costly, dangerous adventure.

The United States must break free of entanglements in the Middle East. The military presence
it has built up in recent years must be eliminated to avoid U.S. involvement in another,
potentially far more deadly and expansive war. The United States cannot continue to serve
as a convenient target for anti-American extremists. Likewise, the United States should not
be held responsible for guaranteeing peace between Arabs and Israelis. Ultimately, disputes
in the region must be resolved by those involved, not by U.S. diplomats or U.S. military
forces. U.S. relations with the countries of the Middle East should be limited to issues that
do not entangle the United States in the controversies of the region. Like the nations of
Western Europe and Japan, the United States should concentrate on doing business with
the Middle East, not on meddling in local affairs. By keeping its distance, the United States
would remove itself from the sights of Islamist extremists and avoid further terrorist attacks.

What policies should the United States pursue?

e The United States should
turn responsibility for rebuilding
Iraq to the Iragi government.

* The United States should withdraw its
military forces from the Middle East and end
its alliances with countries in the region.

* The United States should scale
back its involvement in resolving the
Arab-Israeli conflict and instead advise
the countries of the region to take the
initiative in pursuing the peace process.

* The United States should pursue
open trade and business relations with

all of the countries of the Middle East.

* The United States should repeal
its economic sanctions against Iran.

¢ The United States should reduce
its dependence on Middle Eastern oil by
encouraging U.S. oil companies to invest
elsewhere in the world and by promoting
the development of alternative energy
sources, such as solar and wind power.

» The United States should limit foreign
aid in the Middle East to humanitarian crises.
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Option 4 is based on the following beliefs

¢ The United States’ expanding
involvement in the Middle East
has contributed to the rise of anti-
American feelings in the region.

* As aregion, the Middle East is
no more important to U.S. interests

Arguments for

1. As the United States decreases its
involvement in the affairs of the Middle
East, it will reduce the sources of anti-
Americanism in the region that serve as
fuel for dangerous Islamist extremists.

than other parts of the world.

* Peace and progress in the Middle
East can only come from changes within
the region, not from U.S. pressure.

Arguments against

1. Walking away from any role
as a peacemaker in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict will only lead to a
further escalation of the conflict.

2. Withdrawing U.S. military from

the Middle East will set off an even more
dangerous arms race and increase the
likelihood that biological, chemical, and
nuclear weapons will spread in the region.

3. If the United States withdraws
from this region, it will give the rest of
the world cause to believe that the United
States will sit back and do nothing in other
areas as well. This will encourage other
states unfriendly to the United States to
accelerate their weapons programs.

2. Ending the U.S. military presence in the
Middle East will remove a leading grievance
against the United States and allow the United
States to focus its resources on addressing
economic and security needs at home.

3. Untangling the United States from the
web of Middle Eastern politics will lessen
hostility toward the United States and make
it possible for U.S. companies to pursue
business in more countries in the region.

4, Ending the U.S. military presence
in the Middle East will end any hope for a
democratic transition in Irag and change
in other countries like Iran and Syria.

5. Abandoning responsibility to rebuild
Iraq after a U.S.-led war will give rise
to charges of hypocrisy and undermine
U.S. credibility around the world.

6. Failing to stand up to Iran could
open the door to Iranian aggression
in the oil-rich Persian Gulf.

7. A U.S. withdrawal from the Middle
East will remove one of the few forces
for democratic change in the region.
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Optional Reading:
Middle Eastern Society Through Literature

he field of literature in the Middle Fast
has often been a political and cultural
battleground. Most of the region’s best-known
writers have stood in opposition to their
governments. Many have been imprisoned
for their work. At the same time, literature
has reflected the larger tensions of the region.
Writers have played an important role in shap-
ing the struggle between traditional values and
Western liberalism. They have often served as
a voice for the powerless and the forgotten.

In this section of the background read-
ing, you will have an opportunity to sample
the work of Iranian, Israeli, Palestinian, and
Turkish writers. As you read, identify the
values and viewpoints that come across most
strongly.

Aboud’s Drawings
by Ghodsi Ghazinur

Ghodsi Ghazinur (1943- ) is a widely-read
author of children’s literature in Iran. She
is also skilled at addressing mature themes
through the eyes of children.

Aboud’s Drawings is told from the per-
spective of Morteza, a poor boy living in
Tehran, Iran’s capital. The story is set in the
early stages of the Iran-Iraq war (1980-88).
While Morteza, his little brother Mostafa, and
his friends are playing with cardboard weap-
ons and fireworks in their neighborhood, Iran
is experiencing mounting casualties at the
battlefront and suffering from increasingly
deadly rocket attacks. In the following excerpt,
the reality of war intrudes on Morteza's in-
nocent game.

fter my brother fell asleep that night, I
got to work. I found a piece of cardboard,
drew a picture of a J-3 gun, cut the picture
out in the dark with a pair of scissors I took
out of my mother’s sewing box, then I took
the half-ready gun to my room and painted
it black with a magic marker. It turned out

perfect. My brother cried his eyes out when he
saw my gun the next morning. My mother who
had lost her patience with him bought him a
squirt gun, but my brother kept on crying that
that was not a gun and that he wanted a gun
and my mother, not knowing what was going
on, ignored him. Eventually she got disgusted
and started beating him. I felt so sorry for him
that I had to rescue him from her, in spite of
the fact that he was an enemy, and make him
understand that a handgun was as good as any
gun in a war....

That day my older brother informed us
that he was joining the army on Monday.
My mother looked at my father. My father’s
hand, holding a cigarette, started trembling.
They acted as if it were the first time they
had learned it. I sat by my brother and said,
“Brother, are you going so you can fight the
enemy?”

He caressed my hair and said, “Yes.”

“With a real gun?” my younger brother
asked enthusiastically. My brother smiled bit-
terly. My younger brother went on gleefully,
“We're fighting, too. In the alley. But our guns
are fake.”

I glared at him but it was too late. T ex-
pected my older brother to scorn us, to say that
instead of engaging in nonsense like that we
should be studying. But he gently said, “Sweet
Mostafa! No one really wants to be in a war.
You are too young to know what war is, other-
wise you wouldn’t be playing a ‘war’ game.”...

A few days later a new boy appeared in
our neighborhood. He was our age, with a dark
complexion and curly hair. We soon found out
that his name was Aboud. Akbar was the first
to meet him....

When we went to the alley the next day,
we found Akbar and Aboud waiting with the
rest of the guys. Akbar introduced him to us.
When Aboud saw the sacks in our hands and
guns on our backs, he asked, “What are these
for?”
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“For the ‘war’ game.”

He lowered his head and remained silent.
“Why don’t you join us?” Ali asked.

“No, I don’t want to play.”

“Why?” Ali asked in an exaggerated tone.
“Because war isn’t a game.”...

The next morning we went to the alley
as usual. We hadn’t finished setting up our
sandbags yet when Aboud appeared. He was
holding a big roll of cardboard under one arm.
Everyone exchanged curious glances. I decid-
ed to act as if I hadn’t seen him, but before we
had a chance to discuss it among ourselves he
came and stood in the middle of our circle and
said, “Good morning, brothers!”

His tone was so friendly that everyone’s
attention went to him.

“Since I left you yesterday, I have been
working on this. I worked on it all day so I
could finish it in time to bring it today.”

And he opened the roll. On the extra-large
piece of cardboard, there were several pictures
of war, each scene neatly drawn. On the top of
the sheet he had written in bold black print,
“The Damned War.” A scene showing bomb
explosions appeared on the right-hand side.
Aboud had drawn pictures of wounded birds
on the edge of the scene, writing underneath
the picture, “This is what war is all about.” On
the left-hand side there was a picture show-
ing a few small children staring sadly at a
demolished house. The words underneath the
picture read, “This used to be Zaer Abbas’s
house.”...

We gazed at the pictures for a few mo-
ments.

“Who was Zaer Abbas, Aboud?” Jafar
asked.

“Mahmoud’s father,” Aboud answered,
squinting. “Mahmoud was a friend from
school. An explosion destroyed their house.
When my friends and I arrived at the scene,
they had closed the alley off, preventing us
from getting near the bombed house. The
only thing we could find out was that none of
the inhabitants had survived. They lifted the
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restriction in the afternoon after they removed
the corpses. I walked toward the house.
Mahmoud’s sneakers were tossed outside and
lay on a mound of dust next to his sister’s
plastic doll with its missing hands and eye
sockets filled with dirt. I wanted to scream. I
wanted to knock my head against the wall. All
my memories of Mahmoud came alive in my
mind: the days we used to set fire to car tires
during the [Islamist revolution] uprising; the
afternoons we used to spend playing soccer;
the days we used to go to the river bank and
sprinkled bread scraps for the ducks and the
fish. Now Mahmoud is dead. The river is con-
taminated with bodies of ducks and fish killed
by bombs, and it stinks. There’s not a single
bird left. The explosions have scared away not
only the people but also the birds.”

“Where did they escape to?” Mostafa
asked.

“God knows. They've become refugees,
too,” Aboud said. Then he fell silent.

The Lover
by Abraham B. Yehoshua

Abraham B. Yehoshua (1936- ) explores
the contradictions between the idealism of
early Zionism and the reality of Israeli soci-
ety. His novels find drama in the everyday
experiences of Israelis, probing the anxieties
and tensions that have emerged since Israel’s
triumph in the 1967 War.

The Lover examines Israeli life in the mid-
1970s from a variety of perspectives. Dali, one
of the book’s main characters, is a 15-year-old
student who is beginning to question the civic
values of her country. Like many teenagers,
she struggles to break free of the rules and ex-
pectations that are likely to define her life. Dafi
expresses her rebellious spirit by challenging
the authority of her parents and teachers. She
also falls in love with a young Palestinian
mechanic who works in her father’s garage. In
the following excerpt, she recalls the loss of a
teacher killed during the October War of 1973.

e of class six G of Central Carmel High
School lost our math teacher in the last
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war. Who would have guessed that he’d be
the one to be killed? We didn’t think of him
as a great fighter. He was a little man, thin
and quiet, starting to go bald. In the winter he
always had a huge scarf trailing behind him.
He had delicate hands and fingers that were
always stained with chalk. Still he was killed.
We worried rather about our P.E. teacher, who
used to visit the school from time to time dur-
ing the war in uniform and with his captain’s
insignia, a real film star, with a real revolver
that drove all the boys mad with envy. We
thought it was marvelous that even during the
war he found the time to come to the school,
to reassure us and the lady teachers, who
were wild about him. He used to stand in the
playground surrounded by children and tell
stories. We were really proud of him and we
forgot all about our math teacher.

On the first day of the war he had ceased
to exist for us, and it was days after the cease-
fire that Shwartzy [the school principal]
suddenly came into the classroom, called us
all to our feet and said solemnly, “Children,

I have terrible news for you. Our dear friend,
your teacher Hayyim Nidbeh, was killed on
the Golan on the second day of the war, the
twelfth of Tishri. Let us stand in his memory.”

And we all put on mournful faces and he
kept us on our feet for maybe three minutes,
and then he motioned with a weary gesture
that we shouldn’t stand, glared at us as if we
were to blame and went off to call another
class to its feet. I can’t say that we were all that
sorry at once because when a teacher dies it's
impossible to be only sorry, but we really were
stunned and shocked, because we remembered
him living and standing beside the blackboard
not so long ago, writing out the exercises with
endless patience, explaining the same things
a thousand times. Really it was thanks to him
that I got a pretty good report last year because
he never lost his temper but went over the
same material again and again. For me some-
one only has to raise his voice or speak fast
when explaining something in math to me and
I go completely stupid, I can’t even add two
and two. He used to make me relax, which
was boring, it’s true, deadly boring. Sometimes

we actually went to sleep during his lessons,
but in the middle of all this drowsiness, in the
cloud of chalk dust flying around the black-
board, the formulas used to penetrate.

And now he was himself a flying cloud.

Naturally, Shwartzy used his death for
educational purposes. He forced us to write
essays about him, to be put into a book which
was presented to his wife at a memorial cer-
emony that he organized one evening. The
students that he’d taught in the fifth and sixth
grades sat in the back rows, in the middle the
seats were left empty and in the front rows
sat all the teachers and his family and friends,
even the gym teacher came especially, still in
his uniform and with his revolver, although
the fighting had ended long ago. And I sat on
the stage where I recited, with great feeling
and by heart, the poems that are usual on these
occasions, and between the poems Shwartzy
preached a fawning and flowery sermon,
talking about him as if he was some really
extraordinary personage that he’d secretly
admired.

And then they all went and stood beside
a bronze plaque that had been put up by the
entrance to the physics department. And there,
too, somebody said a few words. But those we
didn’t hear because we slipped away down the
back steps.

Shwartzy was a quick worker. In Israel
they hadn’t yet finished counting the dead,
and he'd already got the memorials out of the
way.

Wild Thorns
by Sahar Khalifeh

Sahar Khalifeh (1941- ) is a keen observer
of Palestinian society in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip. Her writing exposes the psycho-
logical wounds suffered by Palestinians living
under Israeli occupation. At the same time,
Khalifeh lays bare the disunity and weakness-
es of her own people.

Wild Thorns tells the story of Palestin-
ian youth growing up in the West Bank in
the 1970s. The main character is Usama, who
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has returned home after working in the Per-
sian Gulf as a translator. Usama has joined
the Palestinian resistance movement and

is committed to blowing up the buses that
transport Palestinian workers to jobs in Israel.
But Usama is torn when he learns that many
of his cousins and neighbors work in Israel.
Eventually, he goes forward with his mission,
but both he and one of his cousins die in the
attack. In the following excerpt, an exchange
between two Palestinians—one a poor bread
seller and the other an affluent business-
man—illustrates for Usama the strains and
compromises of daily life in the West Bank.

Usama strolled along the narrow muddy
streets. The discordant cries of the street
peddlers vying with one another assaulted
his ears. Meat, fruit and vegetables; the bread
seller’s cart was piled high with loaves made
“inside,” in Israel.

“Fresh bread! Hurry up! Come and get it,
folks! Hurry! Fresh bread! One pound a loaf! A
loaf for a pound! Only one pound!”

An elderly man with a red fez set firmly on
his head passed by. He picked up one of the
long loaves, squeezed it and then put it back.
The bread seller shouted, “But it’s fresh, sir. I
swear it’s fresh!”

The man walked away, gesturing, as if to
say, “Fresh indeed! You dare to sell their left-
overs here!”, and disappeared down an alley.

Usama watched the scene angrily. Even
our bread! The idea infuriated him.

A well-dressed young man now ap-
proached the bread seller and asked in an
aggressive tone, “Where’s it from?”

Upset by the question, the bread seller
looked around furtively to see if other poten-
tial customers nearby might have heard. “It’s
just bread,” he said.

Sensing from the well-dressed young
man’s expression that an attack was imminent,
he repeated defensively, “Now look, sir, this is
just bread. Does even bread have a religion and
arace? This is top-quality bread—it’s worth its
weight in gold!”

Shifting Sands: Balancing
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The young man picked up a loaf; it was
stamped with Hebrew letters. And it was as
dry as the trunk of an old olive tree.

“This bread’s from inside!” he said angrily.
“And it’s stale too! Disgraceful.”

This was clearly not the first time the
bread seller had heard this. He responded to
the challenge immediately. “Yes, sir, it's from
inside.” he agreed. “And where else would it
be from? It’s all from inside, sir. Everything!
Why not just move on and let me try and earn
my living?”

“What you're doing is a disgrace,” the
young man repeated disdainfully.

The repeated insult now brought an an-
grier, more voluble response. “A disgrace, is
it? They called it disgraceful when I took a job
‘inside.’ So I stayed home like the women, and
they called that a disgrace! And here you are
in your fashionable trousers and smart shirt,
all nicely pressed, telling me it’s a disgrace.
Look, friend, we’re not the first to work with
them. While we were still wandering the
streets of Nablus looking for bread to eat, your
kind were running around Tel Aviv looking
for companies to award you franchises so you
could sell their products. Isn’t that true now,
sir? Tell me if it's true or not.”

He grabbed a loaf of bread and waved it
in the young man’s face, flecks of angry spittle
landing on the loaves. “Well, is it true or
false?” he shouted. “Answer me, in the name
of our faith, answer!”

The young man was gazing at the peddler
dumbfounded, his heart beating fast, his ex-
pression shocked and imbecilic. Getting a grip
on himself, he suggested defensively, “Well,
couldn’t you sell Arab bread?”

The bread seller threw the loaf back onto
the cart and began to move off, leaving the
young man still holding the loaf he’d first
picked up. When the cart had moved a few
paces away, the young man followed, still
clutching the bread, and shouted, “Hey, wait,
take this back.”

The peddler stretched out a hand and
grabbed it. “Okay, give it here,” he said fierce-
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ly. “Let someone else buy it. It’s clear you're
from the upper class. Give it here. Working-
class people buy quietly, without making a
long song and dance about it.”

Civilization’s Spare Part
by Aziz Nesin

Aziz Nesin (1915-1995) was one of modern
Turkey’s most popular writers. His novels and
short stories often poked fun at the snags in
Turkey’s modernization process. Nesin’s sharp
wit frequently provoked criticism from Islamic
leaders and conservative politicians.

In Civilization’s Spare Part, the main
character, Hamit Agha, is a victim of the
mechanization of Turkish agriculture. The
short story is set in a rural coffeehouse, where
Hamit Agha is explaining to his fellow vil-
lagers how the purchase of a tractor has led
him to financial ruin. Hamit Agha recalls that
his daughter and son-in-law, both of whom
are teachers, and his son, who had learned
to drive in the army, badgered him to sell his
oxen and buy a large tractor. They argued that
the tractor would do the work of ten men and
save him money. Instead, the tractor suffers
one mechanical problem after another. In the
following excerpt, Hamit Agha recounts his
history of troubles with the tractor.

he winter had set in. We pushed the trac-

tor into the stable and tied it to the post
where the oxen used to be, while a tumultu-
ous snowstorm was sounding on the roof.
Meanwhile, friends, the bank loan and the
installment at the equipment office came due.
We had no money.... We borrowed money to
pay the first installment at the office.

We reached summer in the middle of all
this. We made for the field. Just then it went
bang, and crash, and stopped. What is the

" problem with this damned thing? No one
knew. We brought out the expert from the of-
fice. Didn’t he say its cogwheel was broken?
“Sell us another cogwheel,” we said, and he
said no.

“Since this cursed thing has no cogwheel,
why do you cheat us poor people?” “Well,” he

said, “if you buy another tractor, then you can
use its cogwheel.”

Look around at our neighbors’ fields. It’s
the same story. A tractor body lies in every-
one’s fields. Everywhere you look are chains,
tractor treads, and piles of iron....

Then, gentlemen, wouldn’t you know it?
The installment was due. The second notice
came. For the sake of our honor, sirs, we sold
another ten-donum [about 2.5 acres] field. A
screw fell out—500 hundred liras [Turkish
currency]. A thousand liras for a part the size
of your finger. A bolt come loose—1,000 liras.
Its chain breaks. Spare parts couldn't be found.
A patch here, a patch there. That blessed
tractor started to look like my trousers. While
it plowed the ground, it shook all over like
someone who has malaria. Everywhere in our
field one can find a screw, a belt, an iron bar,
a shaft, or a chain. It was as though the filthy
thing had sprinkled its seeds in the field.

They said that our assemblyman whom
we elected from the Democrat Party was in
town. I went to him. “What will happen to
us?” I asked. “Does a tractor the size of an
elephant stop dead because of a part the size
of a nut?...”

What could he say? He talked for a long
time. I couldn’t understand very much. “How
did people live in the past, in the Stone Age?
Now it’s the Iron Age, that is to say, the age of
the Democrat. Civilization and the country are
turning into iron,” he said.

I said, “What you're saying is all very well.
You brought this civilization, but where is
its spare part? Come with me and look at the
field. Our civilization is in pieces. It lies there
like a corpse. Isn't there a smaller one than
this? If this miserable thing hits something it
doesn’t move, if you say ‘giddap’ it doesn’t
start up, and if you say ‘whoa’ it doesn’t slow
down.”...

Just then another installment notice ar-
rived. Let me tell you something. The sighs
of the oxen have affected me. How tearfully
that yellow ox wept when he was sold to the
market! How sorry I was!
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To make a long story short, I sold every
field and paid off the whole debt. Then I called
to my daughter and son-in-law. I took my wife
and the boy out to the wreck. “Either we repair
this calamity of God’s or I'll put the yoke on
you, drive you like oxen, and plow the farm,”
Isaid. They worked on the engine, kicked it
once, twice, tore off and reattached a strap,
tightened a screw, and put something else in
place of the fragile cogwheel whose bolt was
loose....

Then, gentlemen, I could see that it
wouldn’t work. I gathered my son, daughter,
son-in-law, and wife. “Come on, folks,” said
I, “let me show you how to repair this thing.”
I picked up a sledgehammer. I drove those
people of mine before me like a flock of sheep.
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We came to the wreck. I struck the steering
wheel and said, “Take that, you 20th century.”
I struck the engine and said, “Take that civi-
lization.” I struck the driving wheel with the
sledgehammer and said, “Take that. This is
your spare part.” I swung the sledgehammer
again and again. Suddenly I saw that my wife
was shouting. “Help! My husband has gone
crazy!” My daughter ran, my son-in-law ran,
and my son ran the hardest. I threw away the
sledgehammer and started down the road. I
came straight here, gentlemen. I'm still sweat-
ing....

What a relief! I escaped from the accursed,
foul thing. A thousand thanks to God. It’s as
though I've been born again.
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Supplementary Resources

Books

Cleveland, William L. A History of the Modern
Middle East, Second Edition (Boulder, CO:
Westview Press, 2000). 585 pages.

Gordon, Michael R. and Trainor, Bernard E.
Cobra II: The Inside Story of the Invasion
and Occupation of Irag (Pantheon, 2008).
640 pages.

Oren, Michael B. Six Days of War: June 1967
and the Making of the Modern Middle
East, (New York: Oxford University Press,
2002). 446 pages.

Quandt, William B. Peace Process: American
Diplomacy and the Arab-Israeli Conflict
since 1967, Revised Edition. (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2001). 488

pages.

Yergin, Daniel. The Prize: The Epic Quest for
0il, Money, and Power (New York: Simon
& Schuster, 1991). 877 pages.

World Wide Web

U.S. Department of State <www.state.gov/
p/nea/rt/c2829.htm> Information on
official U.S. policy on Mid-East peace. The
website also contains information about
U.S. policy in Iraq.

U.S. Energy Information Administration
<www.eia.doe.gov/> Statistics about U.S.
energy consuniption, imports, production,
etc.

Council on Foreign Relations <www.cfr.org/
region/397/middle_east.html> Provides
up-to-date articles, reports, and analyses of
events in the region.

Maps of the Middle East <www.lib.utexas.
edu/maps/middle_east.html> The
Perry-Castefiada Map Collection at the
University of Texas.

PBS NewsHour <http://www.pbs.org/
newshour/region/middle_east/index.
html> Provides news coverage of Middle
East topics, interviews with leaders, expert
analysis, and maps and other aids.
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Conflict in Iraq:
Searching for Solutions

Part I: A Brief History of Iraq

he country of Traq straddles two great riv-

ers, the Tigris and the Euphrates, where
several of the world’s earliest civilizations
developed. In what is called Mesopotamia
(“Land Between the Rivers”), the ancient
peoples of Sumer, Akkad, Babylon, and As-
syria created the first written language, the first
codes of law, and the first cities. Today much
of the country is very dry, but when these
civilizations grew, it was fertile, allowing for
agriculture and settled communities. In fact,
this land is the legendary site of the Garden of
Eden.

What is Iraq’s climate and geography?

Iraq is bordered today by Turkey, Iran,
Syria, Jordan, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia. It
owns a tiny sliver of coastline in the Persian
Gulf. Iraq’s central and southeastern areas are
plains or lowlands which experience frequent
floods. The Al-Jazirah (“the island”) plateau
lies between the two rivers, while western and
southern Iraq is primarily desert. In the north
are rolling hills and rocky mountains leading
to the borders with Turkey and Iran. Iraq has

Library of Congress.

i L )
The ruins of the ancient city of Babylon,

a.photo taken in 1932.

extensive dam and irrigation systems to bring
the water of the Tigris and the Euphrates to
agricultural areas and to people for consump-
tion. Most of the soil in Iraq is inadequate

for farming or has been destroyed by years

of over-irrigation. In southern Iraq summers
are hot and dry and winters are mild. In the
north, summers are a bit cooler, and there can
be much more precipitation because of snow-
fall in the mountains. There are also summer
winds throughout the country which bring
frequent dust storms.

Who lives in Iraq?

Approximately two-thirds of Iragis are
Arabs. Arabization of Iraq began in the seventh
century. Over the centuries Arabs came to live
in most areas of Iraq.

One-fourth of Iragis are Kurds. Kurds
have lived in the mountainous region of
Iraq for millennia as nomadic herders. They
speak Kurdish and live in an area that they
call Kurdistan, which covers sections of
Iran, Syria, and Turkey as well as Iraq. Kurds
throughout the Middle East have hoped to
establish their own state

- since the 1920s but have
thus far been thwarted in
their efforts. Kurds have,
on the whole, resisted be-
ing part of Iraq, and have
engaged in both diplomat-
ic and military attempts to
gain independence. Iraqi
government forces killed
tens of thousands of Kurds
(both combatants and non-
combatants) in the last
thirty years.

The remaining Iraqis
are made up of several
small minority groups.
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What religions do Iraqis practice?

Most Iraqis are Muslim. There are two
branches of Islam practiced in Irag: Sunni and
Shi’a. Most Kurds are Sunni Muslims. Among
Arabs, there are significantly more Shi’as than
Sunnis. Although there are distinctions be-
tween these two branches of Islam, the Sunni
Arabs and Shi’a Arabs are not ethnically or
linguistically different from each other (both
speak Arabic). In fact, many Arabs have in the
past identified more strongly with their tribe
than with their religious group. Tribes are
shifting alliances of extended families, some-
times reaching the thousands in number, and
they play an important role in Iraqgi politics.
Many Iragis feel more closely connected to
their tribe than to the state of Iraq.

Shi’a and Sunni Muslims split early in the

Conflict in Iraq:
Searching for Solutions

Islam after the death of the Prophet Moham-
med. Although the disagreement was political
at the time, over the centuries differences in
the practices of the two faiths grew as well
(see box below). Today, Shi’as make up the
majority in Iraq, though Sunnis held the major
leadership positions for most of the eighty
years prior to the 2003 U.S. invasion. Tradi-
tionally, Iraq has been the spiritual center of
Shi'ism in the Islamic world. Many cities in
Iraq house important spiritual locations for
Shi‘as.

As late as the 1950s there was a significant
minority of Christians and Jews in Iraq. In
fact, Iraq was the home of some of the earliest
Christian churches as well as the Jews driven
out of Palestine about two thousand years ago.
Today the numbers of both Christians and

history of Islam. The initial split was a result Jews are much smaller.

of a disagreement over the rightful leader of

3 Shi’as and Sunnis L

In general, Muslims attribute great importance to the life and times of the Prophet Mo-
hammed, whose revelations from God became the basis of Islam. There are differences in
interpretation of those events among the different sects of Islam, two of the largest of which are
Sunni and Shi’a. Following the death of the Prophet in 632, Muslims elected a successor of the
Prophet to lead them, called a caliph. The first four caliphs were elected, but only the fourth, Ali, ;
was related by blood to the Prophet Mohammed. When Ali died, a man named Mu'awiya took
over as caliph. Today, Sunnis believe that this succession of caliphs was legitimate, and that the {
first four caliphs and their later successors helped to uphold tradition and keep order throughout
the Muslim world. According to Shi'as, Ali was the only legitimate caliph of the first four because
he was the only one related to the Prophet, which endowed him with special spiritual qualities
that were essential for the leader of Islam to have.

BT A a0

B,

Those who were followers of Ali’'s leadership at the time urged Ali’s son Husain to chal-
lenge Mu’awiya’s son for the position of caliph. Husain and all of his family, except for an infant
son, were killed during that challenge. Shi'as believe that Husain’s son and his successors were
the true leaders of Islam, whereas Sunnis believe that the descendants of Mu’awiya were the
legitimate leaders. Shi’as themselves split into lwo main groups later on as a result of another
succession conflict. One group is called the Twelvers because they recognize a series of twelve ¥
leaders after Ali, and another is called Seveners or Isma’ilis because they recognize the seventh
| leader, whose name was Isma’il. Today most Iraqi Shi‘as are Twelvers.

AT T T

The recognition of one leader over another in the early period of Islam led Sunnis and Shi’as r
to emphasize different aspects of their religion. Sunnis emphasize conformity and social stability. £
Shi’as emphasize equity, social justice, and the dignity of the individual. Many Shi’as see their
history as one of persecution and martyrdom. Sunnis have held more political power throughout
their history and make up the vast majority of Muslims worldwide. Many believe that their major-
ity status and their power are a result of the righteousness of their faith.
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Conflict in Iraq:
Searching for Solutions

How have religious
differences affected Iraq?

These religious divi-
sions are important to
Iraq’s history and compli-
cate the efforts to rebuild
Iraq today. Understanding
these divisions is impor-
tant to understanding the
violence and the choices
the United States faces in
Iraq.

Although Saddam
Hussein aimed to create
a secular, or non-reli-
giously-based, government
during his dictatorship
(1979-2003), he relied on
support from and gave
power to members of
his own political party,

called the Ba'athists, who
were Sunnis Arabs. These
Sunnis therefore held

political control, although
the government was not

Sunni ArabKurd mix
[ shia avab
[EEEET] shiwrsunni Arab mix
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[ seamel Populated

&
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based on religion. Hussein
fostered division among P

100 Kilometers
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Saudi Arabia

the different groups in Iraq

in order to maintain his
power. Despite this, many
Iragis today live in mixed
communities (see map) and there are many
intermarriages between groups.

After the U.S. invasion and occupation,
the majority Shi’as gained more control both
because of their majority status and because
the United States prevented Ba'athists from
retaining political control. The United States
also quickly disbanded the Iraqi army, which
was led mostly by Sunnis.

Today many Sunni Arabs are suspicious
of the United States and believe that in a
democracy in which people vote according to
religious affiliation and tribal ties, they as the
minority will be shut out of power.

¢ §The Sunnis have been fundamentally
humiliated and want to overturn
their humiliation.”

—XKenneth Katzman, The Congressional
Research Service, December 2006

The two religious groups are also located
in different areas in Iraq, although there are
large areas where the groups are intermixed
such as near Baghdad. Most of Iraq’s oil re-
serves are located in the south, where Shi‘as
make up a majority, or in the north, where
Kurds are the majority. Sunni Arabs live pri-
marily in areas that are relatively less oil-rich.
Many Sunnis feel that their economic status
will decline with an Iraq led by Shi’as or that
they will be shut out from the oil wealth alto-
gether if Iraq splits into three separate regions.
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Library of Congress.

Many Shi’as and Kurds, for their part, are
not willing to compromise with the Sunnis,
whom they see as their former oppressors.
Under Saddam Hussein, the Sunni-dominated
government and military abused both Shi‘as
and Kurds.

Iraq’s Early History

Arabs came to the region in the seventh
century. Over time, the city of Baghdad be-
came the center of a huge Islamic empire,
and was the largest city in both Europe and
the Middle East. This area became extremely
wealthy. Arabs from across what is today
known as Europe, the Middle East, and Asia
made their way there to see the riches and
trade their wares. Scholars translated Greek
texts in philosophy and science into Arabic
and made important contributions of their
own to these fields. Later, these were the texts
Europeans translated into Latin to use in
European universities. Extensive palaces and
mosques were also built.

Despite this wealth, there were periods of
revolt and unrest, and eventually geological
changes and over-irrigation combined with
economic and political collapse caused the
end of the prosperity. Different ethnic and re-

- #

A vie of the city of Karbala in a 1932 photo.
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ligious groups became more distinct from each
other and cities lost their luster, agriculture
declined, and emigrants moved to Egypt and
elsewhere to find new opportunities. Although
the majority of the population spoke Arabic
and practiced Islam, the divisions between
Shi’a and Sunni Muslims became more pro-
nounced.

This period of stagnation and political dis-
array ended abruptly when the Mongols, led
by Genghis Khan, destroyed Baghdad in 1258,
killing as many as eight hundred thousand
people. During the next three hundred years
various tribes gained control of portions of the
land, establishing strong footholds.

What were the effects of
Ottoman occupation?

In the sixteenth century, Iraq became a
frontier zone between two empires: the Sunni
Ottomans from the north and the Shi’a Safavis
from the east. The Safavis conquered Iraq early
in the sixteenth century, but they lost Iraq to
the Ottomans in 1632. On the whole, the lands
of Iraq remained under Ottoman rule until
the end of World War I in 1918. However, the
Safavis and their successors maintained an
influence over the Shi’a shrines and learning
centers in Iraq throughout
this time. Violent power
struggles between the Sun-
ni Ottomans and the Shi'a
Safavis and their succes-
sors sometimes caught Iraq
in the middle.

The Ottomans ruled
the three provinces of
Mosul, Baghdad, and
Basrah by appointing local
leaders until 1833. After
this date, the Ottomans
began to invest directly
in Iraq, trying to develop
its resources, improve its
long-neglected and dilapi-
dated irrigation system,
create incentives for the
tribal population to settle
in villages and cities,
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establish more schools, and expand public
services, including security forces.

These Ottoman reforms were only some of
several changes in Iraq in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. Steamships appeared on
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, and greater
communication lines were built. The port city
of Basra became increasingly important as
a connection to European trade. Occasional
rebellions against elites and government au-
thorities marked a changing social structure.
Under the influence of some Shi’a leaders,
many people began to convert to Shi’ism,
particularly in the south. At the turn of the
twentieth century, a growing British presence
in the Basra gulf region further changed the
situation.

Why did Britain take an interest in Iraq?
Toward the end of the Ottoman Empire,
various European nations vied for control of
areas in Iraq that were thought to be rich in oil,
a material growing in importance for military
and civilian uses. Britain and France, nations
with no oil fields of their own, were especially
eager to gain control of the region. As the Otto-
man Empire collapsed at the end of World War
I, the British raced to invade and occupy Iraq.
Although they experienced resistance from the
Ottomans as well as many Iraqis, they were
able to secure the area for themselves, much
to the consternation of the French. Britain
formed the state of Iraq out of the three Otto-
man provinces of Mosul, Baghdad, and Basra.

¢ ¢I am quite clear that it is all-
important for us that this oil should
be available.”

—Lord Balfour, British foreign secretary,
August, 1918

After World War I, the newly formed
League of Nations, precursor to the United Na-
tions, deemed many of the areas that had been
controlled by the Ottoman Empire unprepared
for self-government. The League established
“mandates,” which gave European nations,
primarily Britain and France, the authority
to control and manage the new states of the

Middle East. While France took over Syria and
Lebanon, the British controlled Iraq, Kuwait,
Palestine, Jordan, and most of the coastal areas
of the Arabian peninsula.

What happened under British rule?

In 1920, Iraqis, angry that the end of Ot-
toman occupation had merely resulted in the
beginning of British occupation, joined to-
gether and revolted. Shi'as and Sunnis united
against a common enemy. The revolt cost ten
thousand Iraqi lives and hundreds of British
lives. It also cost the British a huge sum of
money, money they had not been prepared to
spend in Iraq. Eventually, British forces sub-
dued the military rebellion but did not squelch
this new Iraqi nationalism. In 1921, Britain
agreed to compromise with the Iragis, and a
year later signed a peace treaty with Iraq. The
treaty recognized the monarchy of a new king
in Iraq, King Faisal, but also required Great
Britain to advise Iraq on domestic and interna-
tional affairs for twenty years.

Few were pleased with the treaty. Iraqis
insisted on full and immediate independence.
In Britain, the public was not happy with the
British government'’s spending in Iraq. Finally,
in 1924 a new treaty, further limiting British
control, passed the Iraqi Constituent Assem-
bly, and the Assembly drew up a democratic
constitution. Still, Iragis were not a completely
independent people. Many Iraqis referred to
their situation as the “perplexing predica-
ment,” in which they were ruled by both a
national and a foreign government.

By 1929, this predicament had tired the
British, who agreed to grant independence to
Iraq by 1932. This agreement stipulated that
while Iraqis would have complete control over
their government, they were to consult with
the British before addressing any disputes that
might involve Britain and before engaging in
war. An air base was leased to Britain in Basra
for twenty-five years. With these protections
in place, the British believed their commu-
nications and oil interests would be safe. In
October 1932, Iraq joined the League of Na-
tions as an independent state.
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What were the
events of the early
independence period?
After independence,
the unity Iragis had shown
in protest against British
rule disintegrated. Several
hundred Christian As-
syrians were murdered
just one year after inde-
pendence. Politicians
provoked tribal disputes
or embarrassed competi-
tors into resigning from
their posts in order to gain
power for themselves.
Beginning in 1936, opposi-
tion groups used the army
to force leaders to resign.
The army retained control
of domestic Iraqi politics
until 1941.

Despite the unrest and
the army’s domination of politics, Iraq made
political and economic gains in this period.
New oil was discovered near Kirkuk and the
final link in the railway line between Europe
and the Persian Gulf was completed. Iraq also
settled a boundary dispute with Syria, and
signed a non-aggression pact with Turkey, Iran,
and Afghanistan.

How did World War II affect Irag?

World War II brought new difficulties
to Iraq. Arabs across the Middle East began
to join together in a movement called pan-
Arabism. Pan-Arabists sought independence
in the entire Middle East and encouraged
the Iraqi government to sever ties to Britain.
Some extremists suggested siding with Ger-
many. They thought if Germany won the war,
it would more likely grant independence to
Middle Eastern states than would Britain and
France. Leaders in the pan-Arab movement
began negotiations with the Axis powers.
Britain, in return, sent troops to Iraq to defend
its interests (including oil) and reinstall more
moderate leaders to the Iragi government, The

British officers in Irag in 1932, three days after anding poweo
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British retained control through the remainder
of the war.

Why did the United States
increase its presence in the Middle
East after World War II?

In 1947, British officials told their
American allies that Britain could no longer
maintain its presence in the Middle East.
World War I had nearly bankrupted Britain.
Britain’s postwar leaders saw their enormous
empire as a financial burden. They urged the
administration of President Harry Truman to
fill the vacuum in the Middle East ahead of
the powerful Soviet Union. Both Britain and
the United States saw the Soviet Union as a
dangerous expansionist power. They deemed
protecting the Persian Gulf’s oil reserves from
Soviet control as critical to the West’s econom-
ic survival. The Soviets had already begun to
assert their interests in the Middle East.

President Truman confirmed that the Unit-
ed States was willing to step into the shoes of
the British in the Middle East. For U.S. policy-
makers, this meant that the Persian Gulf would
rank second in importance only to protecting
Western Europe.
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How did the Arab world change
after World War II?

The politics of the Arab world underwent
deep changes after World War II. Resentment
and mistrust toward the West had spread
in the Middle East as it had in Africa, Latin
America, and regions of Asia. As Britain and
France retreated from the region, Arab na-
tionalists criticized the Arab monarchies and
rich landowners who had cooperated with the
colonial powers of Britain and France.

After the war a new generation of Iraqi
leaders emerged. Some of these younger
politicians were more liberal and demanded
more participation in Iraqi politics. Others
wanted a government led by a small group
of bureaucrats who would oversee a speedy
improvement to the standard of living. The
older generation was reluctant to give up
power, which only fueled the younger leaders’
desire for change. Popular uprisings and riots
in the 1950s against the monarchy occurred
in Baghdad and elsewhere as young people
sought greater freedoms and urged democracy
and development.

What factors contributed to the
overthrow of Iraq’s monarchy in 19587

In 1958, a group of Iraqi military officers
overthrew the anti-Soviet Iraqi king. The king
had supported the Middle East Treaty Orga-
nization that included Iran, Pakistan, Turkey,
and the United Kingdom. The United States
regarded this alliance as an important counter
against Soviet influence and expansion in the
Middle East. The officers resented the alli-
ance because of its ties to the former occupier,
Britain. In addition, they were attracted to the
region’s growing nationalism and pan-Ara-
bism.

The military officers, led by 'Abd al-Karim
Qasim, created a new government, concentrat-
ed power in their own hands, and withdrew
from the Middle East Treaty Organization.
Divisions among the officers created tensions
within the government. For example, one
group of officers supported becoming part of
the United Arab Republic (UAR), which con-
tained Syria and Egypt. Both Egypt and Syria

had aligned themselves with the Soviet Union.
Qasim, on the other hand, advocated Iragi
unity and a unique Iragi national identity.

Qasim faced many challenges from in-
side and outside his government. In 1959 he
survived an assassination attempt, conducted
by the Ba’ath (“Renaissance”) party with the
support of the United States Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA). One of the conspirators
was Saddam Hussein. Hussein was wounded
during the failed assassination, but managed to
escape to Egypt with the help of the CIA.

Why did the CIA support a coup in Iraq?

The CIA’s goal was to reduce Soviet influ-
ence and power anywhere it could. As a result,
the United States used its intelligence services
to weaken governments it saw as hostile to
U.S. interests. One of these governments was
Qasim’s.

Other factors contributed to the weakness
of Qasim'’s position. For example, Qasim ar-
gued that Iraq had claim to Kuwait’s territory,
a position that angered other Arab countries
and Britain as well. Isolated internationally,
Qasim relied on the Soviet Union for support
and assistance. In 1963, facing dissent and
dissatisfaction internally and externally, the
regime collapsed in another rebellion by the
Ba’ath party, which again received assistance
from the CIA.

As the Ba’'ath party took the reins of
government, its leaders focused on consoli-
dating power and keeping the lid on internal
disagreement. The regime did not hesitate to
eliminate political opponents. For example, it
killed thousands of educated elites and com-
munists, a practice which angered the Soviet
Union, and led the Soviets to suspend military
aid to Iraq. The United States stepped in to
fill the gap and sent arms to the new regime.
These weapons were used to fight Kurdish
rebels in northern Iraq.

Iraq Under Saddam Hussein

In 1963, the Ba'ath party began to re-
organize itself. One of those leading the
reorganization was Saddam Hussein. Hoping
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to take power himself, Hussein was involved
in another failed coup against the government
in 1964 and imprisoned until 1966 when he
escaped.

What happened after the coup of 19687

Saddam Hussein helped lead a successful
coup against the government in 1968, and held
the position of deputy to President Ahmad
Hassan al-Bakr. With first-hand knowledge of
Iraq’s internal power struggles, Saddam Hus-
sein began to construct a powerful security
service designed to eliminate opposition and
his enemies.

In addition to using fear and the security
services, Saddam Hussein believed that he
could gather public support in Irag’s divided
society by modernizing Iraq’s economy and
implementing social welfare programs. The
rapid increase in the price of oil in the early
1970s provided him with the money to fund
universal free education, create a well-devel-
oped public health care system, and reform
the agricultural system. With his ability to
organize and oversee these programs, Saddam
Hussein’s power and popularity increased. Al-
though he had no military experience, Hussein
became a general in the Iraqi armed forces.

How did Saddam Hussein
become president of Iraq?

Although Saddam Hussein had been the
de facto ruler of Irag since the mid-1970s,
Ahmad Hassan al-Bakr remained the president
of Irag. When al-Bakr considered unifying
Iraq with Syria in 1979, Hussein, believing his
power was threatened, forced al-Bakr to resign
and took the role of president for himself. He
quickly eliminated those he saw as his en-
emies in the government through violence,
torture, intimidation, and executions. Saddam
Hussein imagined that he would become the
leader that would unify the Arab world and
that Iraq would become the dominant power
in the oil-rich Persian Gulf.

To achieve his international goals, Saddam
Hussein believed he would have to change
Iraqi society. He secularized Iraqi society and
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its legal system. He also allowed women more
freedoms, including the ability to hold high-
ranking jobs. His steps to make Iraq a more
secular society angered Islamic conservatives,
particularly among Iraq’s Shi’a majority. Sad-
dam saw conservative Shi’as as a threat to

his power. When Shi’a Muslims in Iran took
power during the Iranian revolution of 1979,
Saddam feared Iranian influence on Irag’s
Shi’a majority. His fears were further fueled
when Iran declared a desire to export its Is-
lamic revolution and denounced Iraq’s secular
government.

Why did war break out
between Iran and Iraq?

Iraq invaded Iran in September 1980. Irag
hoped to take advantage of confusion in the
Iranian army to seize a disputed waterway
connected the Persian Gulf. Hussein also
wanted to halt the spread of Iran’s Islamist
revolution elsewhere in the Middle East.

Saddam Hussein aimed to deliver a quick
knockout blow, concentrating on Iran’s oil
facilities. Instead, Iraq's invasion stalled. Iran
counter-attacked but lacked the strength to
defeat Hussein’s military. For the next eight
years, the war seesawed back and forth. Iraq
had an advantage in air power, missiles, and
chemical weapons. Saddam Hussein also
benefited from the financial backing of Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, and other Arab oil produc-
ers. Iran, however, could count on millions of
dedicated volunteer soldiers. Tens of thou-
sands were killed charging Iraqi positions in
human-wave assaults. Iranian soldiers often
had plastic keys, which they were told would
open the gates to heaven, dangling from their
necks.

What was the U.S. position
in the Iran-Iraq war?

The administration of President Ronald
Reagan (1981-1989) remained officially neu-
tral during the war but did not want a victory
by Iran’s Islamist government. The United
States began playing a more active role in
1986, when Iran stepped up attacks against
Kuwaiti oil tankers in the Persian Gulf. The
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United States gave Iraq military intelligence
and credit to buy advanced American weap-
ons. Washington also permitted Kuwaiti ships
to sail under the American flag and provided
them military escorts.

At the same time, the United States, which
was leading an international arms embargo
against Iran, secretly sold thousands of anti-
tank weapons and tons of military spare parts
to Iran. The purpose of these sales was to
improve relations with Iran and to persuade
Iran to pressure pro-Iranian groups to release
the U.S. hostages they held in Lebanon. Three
hostages were released, but additional ones
were taken. The willingness of the United
States to deal secretly with Iran while publicly
denouncing the same government raised ques-
tions about the credibility of U.S. diplomacy
in the Middle East.

By the time Iraq and Iran agreed to a cease-
fire in 1988, the war had claimed more than
one million lives. Millions more were injured
or became refugees. It also cost each country
approximately $500 million. Iraq had gained
the upper hand on the battlefield in the final
months of the conflict, in part through the use
of chemical weapons, but neither side could
claim victory. The war did not resolve the
disputes which started it.

What happened to the Iraqi Kurds?

During the war against Iran, Saddam Hus-
sein also authorized a campaign against Iraqi
Kurds, who had aligned themselves with Iran.
In addition to targeting Kurdish rebels, the
Iraqi government killed civilians indiscrimi-
nately using chemical weapons and bombs.
Iraq became the first government to attack its
own citizens with chemical weapons. As civil-
ians fled their villages the Iraqi army rounded
them up, executed them, and buried them in
mass graves. The campaign killed between
50,000 and 100,000 Iraqi Kurds. Ninety per-
cent of all Kurdish villages were destroyed.

The First Persian Gulf War

On July 25, 1990, the U.S. ambassador to
Iraq, April Glaspie, met with Saddam Hussein
at the presidential palace in Baghdad. Their
conversation focused on Hussein’s charge
that Kuwait was pumping oil that rightfully
belonged to Iraq from deposits along the
Iraqi-Kuwaiti border. The Iraqi dictator also
complained that Kuwait was holding down
o0il prices to slow his own country’s economic
recovery from the Iran-Iraq war. When Glaspie
left the meeting, she believed that she had
clearly warned Hussein of the dangers of using
force to resolve his dispute with Kuwait. The
conversation did not make the same impres-
sion on Saddam Hussein.
Eight days later, 100,000
Iraqi troops poured across
the desert border into
Kuwait.

President George H. W.
Bush quickly positioned
U.S troops in Saudi Ara-
bia to stop any further
advances. The United
Nations immediately im-
posed economic sanctions
against Iraq. In the weeks
that followed the United
States led an effort to build
an international coalition
to push Saddam Hussein
out of Kuwait. America’s
European allies, as well as
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several Arab states, con-
tributed forces to a growing
military coalition.

How did U.S. citizens
think the United States
should respond to Iraq?

Within the United
States, Americans were
split about how far the
country should go in its
response to Iraq’s aggres-
sion. U.S. leadership was
also divided. Opposition
to using force was espe-
cially strong from some
U.S. military leaders
concerned about possible
casualties. Many warned
that Iraq would turn to
chemical weapons or international terrorism
if attacked. There were worries that Iraq might
even possess nuclear bombs. Some argued that
economic sanctions should be given more time
to take effect. Many experts noted that with
Iragi control of the Kuwaiti oil fields, Saddam
Hussein controlled one quarter of the world’s
oil resources.

€ 6Our jobs, our way of life, our own
Jreedom and the freedom of friendly
countries around the world would all
suffer if control of the world’s great
oil reserves fell into the hands of
Saddam Hussein.” '

—President George H.W. Bush,
August 16, 1990

President Bush favored attacking Iraq
quickly. He doubted that economic sanctions
alone would pressure Saddam Hussein out
of Kuwait. He also felt that the coalition of
nations he had assembled would not hold
together long. Particularly worrisome was
Saddam Hussein’s appeal in the Arab world.
He sought to rekindle Arab nationalism and
called for Arabs to unite against Israel and its
American ally. American officials feared that
his message would deepen hostility toward the
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United States throughout the Middle East.

In November 1990, Bush won UN approval
to use “all necessary means” to force Iraq out
of Kuwait. A deadline was set—January 15,
1991—for Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. By
January there were 540,000 U.S. troops in the
Gulf and an additional 160,000 from other
countries. When President Bush asked the
Senate in early January to approve military ac-
tion to drive Iraq out of Kuwait if the deadline
was not met, his request passed by five votes.

What happened in the Persian Gulf War?

After the assault against Iraq began in
mid-January 1991, Americans quickly rallied
behind the war effort. Despite Saddam’s pre-
diction of “the mother of all battles,” his army
proved no match for the United States and its
allies. For over a month, coalition warplanes
pounded Iraqi targets. By the time allied
ground troops moved forward in late Febru-
ary 1991, communication links within Iraq’s
army had been shattered. Coalition forces,
who came from twenty-eight nations and acted
with UN approval, retook Kuwait’s capital
with little resistance.

After one hundred hours, President
Bush brought the ground war to a halt. The
president and his advisors, worried about the
consequences of controlling a completely de-
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stabilized Irag, objected to
totally destroying Iraq’s re-
treating army and toppling
Saddam Hussein. Instead,
they allowed the remnants
of Iraq’s front-line divi-
sions to limp northward.

The Persian Gulf War
was one of the most lop-
sided conflicts in history.
Iraq’s military presented
few obstacles to the ad-
vance of the half-million
coalition forces. In all,
146 American troops were
killed during the war.
(Coalition forces suffered
a total of 260 deaths.) Iraq
lost as many as 100,000
people, both soldiers
and civilians, in the war.
Saddam Hussein also inflicted a heavy blow
against the environment by ordering retreat-
ing Iragi troops to set hundreds of Kuwaiti oil
wells on fire and to spill thousands of barrels
of oil into the Persian Gulf.

= e

Why were Kurds and Shi’a Arabs targeted?

During the war, President Bush encour-
aged the Iraqi people to topple Saddam
Hussein themselves.

In southern Iraq, Shi’as began to fight Iraqi
forces. Many believed that the coalition forces
would come to their aid. Iraqi security forces
and Shi’a rebels fought battles in the southern
cities of Najaf, Karbala, and Kufa. In the north,
Kurds also believed that they could wrest
power from Saddam Hussein and become
independent. Kurdish rebels captured the oil-
rich city of Kirkuk.

President Bush’s decision to end the war
quickly, and not to topple Hussein, enabled
the Iragi leader to use his military and security
forces against the uprisings in the north and
south. In the south, the Iragi army attacked
the cities held by rebels. As refugees streamed

Kurdish refugees at a camp near the Irag-Turkey border await relief supplies
from coalition forces in 1991.

out of the cities they were attacked by Iraqi
helicopters. Thousands died at the hands of
Iraqi forces. Numerous Shi’a holy shrines were
destroyed. Rape, torture, and executions were
also used as weapons of war against civilians.

After he finished in the south, Saddam
Hussein turned his forces loose against the
Kurds, bombing and shelling the city of
Kirkuk. More than two million Kurds fled into
mountains in neighboring Turkey and Iran.
At one point during the winter of 1991 more
than two thousand Kurds died each day due
to disease and exposure. U.S. forces decided
to establish a UN operation in northern Iraq
to protect the 3.7 million Kurds from Saddam
Hussein.

During the 1990s, France, the United
Kingdom, and the United States established
and maintained “no-fly” zones in northern and
southern Iraq to prevent Saddam Hussein from
using planes and helicopters against the Kurds
in the north and the Shi’as in the south. Until
the end of the second war on Iraq in 2003, the
Kurds depended largely on the international
community to protect them from the Iraqi
army and to provide them with relief supplies.
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Part Il: Regime Change in Iraq

.5. efforts to contain Saddam Hussein’s

regime continued after the first Persian
Gulf War. In the war’s aftermath, the United
States backed away from pursuing the over-
throw of Hussein’s regime. Instead, the United
States blocked Hussein from rebuilding his
country’s power and hoped that disgruntled
military officers would eventually overthrow
the government.

At American urging, the UN Security
Council imposed economic sanctions and lim-
ited the sale of Iraqi oil. U.S. and British forces
continued to prevent the Iraqi air force from
flying over northern and southern portions of
Iraq.

As part of the cease-fire agreement, UN
monitors conducted regular inspections of Iraq
to prevent the production of nuclear, chemical,
and biological weapons. UN weapons inspec-
tors also destroyed vast stockpiles of chemical
and biological weapons and their components.
In late 1998, Iraq’s refusal to allow UN inspec-
tors a free hand in continuing their search for
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) led to a
series of massive air strikes by U.S. and British
forces. Iraq then refused to allow UN inspec-
tors to operate in Iraq at all until late 2002.

Why did UN weapons
inspectors return to Iraq?

In the summer of 2002, Washington turned
the pressure up on Iraq. In a speech before

the United Nations, President George W. Bush
warned the international community of the
dangers that Iraq’s alleged weapons program
and sponsorship of terrorism posed to the
region and to the world. He stated that the
United States would confront these dangers
and asked the UN to join with the United
States.

The UN Security Council unanimously
passed a resolution calling for Iraq to com-
ply with earlier resolutions and to allow
unrestricted access for weapons inspectors
once they returned to Iraq. The inspectors
returned, but a disagreement quickly emerged
among members of the Security Council. The
United States and Great Britain argued that
the inspections were not working and that
twelve years of UN sanctions and resolutions
had failed. Secretary of State Colin Powell
argued before the UN Security Council that
Iraq had links to al Qaeda. President Bush and
Prime Minister Tony Blair saw military action
leading to “regime change" as the next step.
France, Russia, and Germany strongly dis-
agreed with the idea of “regime change” and
argued that the UN inspectors should continue
trying to ensure the disarmament of Iraq.

€6...[Tlhere is no reason to wage a war
to reach the goal we set ourselves,
that is the disarmament of Iraq.”

—Jacques Chirac, French president,
March 10, 2003

Sanctions and Iraq

Although economic sanctions did not bring about Saddam Hussein’s downfall, they may have

' helped prevent him from reconstructing his arsenal of weapons of mass destruction—an impor-

. tant contribution. They also prompted accusations that the United States aggravated the suffering
of the Iraqi people. Despite the UN’s humanitarian oil-for-food program, the UN estimated that
thousands of Iraqi children died each month because of malnutrition and disease attributable to
the sanctions. Observers debate whether the United States or Saddam Hussein was responsible
for this tragic situation. Some experts estimate that Hussein had the wealth to feed his people but
chose to spend it instead on the military and marble palaces. The UN reports, as well as economic

r and political interests, led France, Russia, China, and Arab nations to oppose U.S. actions and to

argue for a reevaluation of policy toward Iragq.
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"

U.S. diplomats worked
hard to build international
support for the U.S. posi-
tion within the UN as it
had for the first Gulf War.
In spite of these intensive
efforts, President Bush
realized that he would
not win UN approval for
military action against
Iraq. Approval would have
made the use of force legal.
In another diplomatic dis-
appointment for the Bush
administration, long-time
NATO ally Turkey refused
to allow U.S. forces to use
its territory to enter Iraq,
despite U.S. offers of mas-

Stefan Zaklin/epa/Corbis, Used with permission.

sive aid.
President Bush ordered the U.S. military
What did the public think about into action. The United Kingdom, Australia,
a war against Iraq? and Poland also contributed military forces to
There was widespread public opposition the operation.
to an invasion of Iraq. For example, on Febru- The ground offensive began on March 20,
ary 15, 2003, millions of people marched in 2003; three weeks later U.S. troops were in the
coordinated demonstrations in the United center of Baghdad, the Iraqi government had
States and around the world. fallen, and Saddam Hussein had gone into hid-
ing. Between March 20 and May 1, 2003, when
§6...the huge anti-war demonstrations President Bush declared the end of combat op-
around the world this weekend erations, 160 coalition soldiers had died. Exact
are reminders that there may be Iraqi casualties are unknown, but are believed
two superpowers on the pIﬂnet; the to have numbered in the thousands.
United States and world opinion.” During the military’s advance, U.S. of-
—Patrick Tyler, The New York Times, ficials worried that the Iragi army would use
et 17, 2003 chemical weapons. This did not happen. An
intensive search for weapons of mass destruc-
Nevertheless, in March 2003, the major- tion (WMD) in Iraq began, but no conclusive
ity of Americans favored military action to svidence of WMD has been found.

remove Saddam Hussein from power. A major-
ity also favored taking into account the views
of allies before acting. Forty-five percent of

all Americans believed that Saddam Hussein
was personally involved in the September 11
terrorist attacks—an opinion not supported by
evidence. (A Senate panel concluded in 2006
that Saddam Hussein’s government had no

connections to the terrorist attacks of Septem- Occupation
ber 11, 2001.) The United States government declared

6§ 6We are very unlikely to find
stockpiles...of weapons. I don’t think
they exist.”

—David Kay, former chief U.S. weapons
inspector in Iraq, January 25, 2004
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that its primary goals in sending troops to Iraq
were to end Saddam Hussein’s regime and to
uncover WMD. But the government also had
other, more long-term goals for the reconstruc-
tion of Iraq. Even before the war began, U.S.
leaders believed that the creation of democ-
racy in Iraq would transform the Middle East,
providing an example of freedom that would
influence neighboring countries to undergo
similar democratic reform.

66A liberated Iraq can show the
power of freedom to transform that
vital region, by bringing hope and
progress into the lives of millions.”
—President Bush, February 26, 2003

U.S. officials wished to return sovereignty
(political control of the country) to the Iraqi
people as soon as possible. But they also
wanted to make sure that the new government
would be broadly representative of all the dif-
ferent ethnic and religious groups in Iraq and
would not be controlled by another dictator.
They believed it was necessary to appoint an
interim government and assist in the creation
of a new, democratically elected government
before turning power completely over to Iragis.

Why did U.S. forces remain
in Iraq after May 20037

U.S. officials also wanted to make sure that
the newly created Iraqi state would not sup-
port terrorism and would become a U.S. ally
in the region. To maintain stability and protect
the oil industry, the U.S. government, along
with its allies, decided to leave an occupying
military force and build military bases in the
country. The military's job has been to provide
basic security for Iraqis and limit violence
until enough Iraqi police and soldiers can be
trained to do the job themselves.

Although the U.S. government had clear
goals that it wanted to achieve in Irag, govern-
ment officials did not have a clear strategy
to achieve them. In May 2003, the U.S. gov-
ernment created the Coalition Provisional
Authority (CPA), led by L. Paul Bremer, to
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oversee the political and economic reconstruc-
tion of Iraq.

What happened in Iraq under the
Coalition Provisional Authority?

Within days of his arrival in Iraq, Bremer
passed orders to disband many government
institutions, including the Iragi army, and to
dissolve Saddam Hussein’s Ba'ath party and
remove all party members from government.
The CPA took charge of the Iraqi government
for the first year of the U.S. occupation. The
CPA created the Iraq Interim Governing Coun-
cil to represent the Iraqi people within the
U.S.-led government. Many Iraqis distrusted
the Council because Council members were
appointed by the CPA and given only limited
powers. The Council and the CPA created an
interim constitution in March 2004 and ap-
pointed an interim Iragi government, which
took control of the country from the CPA on
June 28, 2004.

The CPA also directed much of Iraq’s
reconstruction, although other international
organizations and local community groups
were involved. Due to neglect under Saddam
Hussein, the effect of economic sanctions, and
damage sustained during the U.S. invasion,
much of Iraq’s infrastructure needed serious
attention at the end of the war. Many Iragi
people lacked access to clean water and elec-
tricity, communities lacked sewage treatment
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Mike Lane, The Baltimore Sun. Reprinted with permission
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February 5, 2003, 3:20pm EST

POWELL PRESENTS EVIDENCE TO U.N. IN THE
CASE AGAINST IRAQ

Secretary of State Colin Powell presented a barrage of photos, alleged intercepted
Iraqi telephone communications and statements from infonﬁants in his report to
the United Nations Security Council Wednesday on the "undeniable” evidence that
Iraq has defied calls for disanrmament and continues to house weapons of mass
destruction. )

"I cannot tell you everything that we know, but what | can share with you, when combined with what all of us have learned
over the years, is deeply froubling,” Powell said near the start of a public presentation fo the 15 members cf the Security
Council, top U.N. weapons inspectors and the Iragi ambassador to the U.N.

Calling U.N. resolution 1441 Iraq's "one last chance" to come into compliance or face
"serious consequences," Powell methodically presented U.S. intelligence information on
Iraq's biological, chemical and nuclear weapons programs as well as suspected links
between Saddam Hussein's government and the al-Qaida terrorist network.

Powell used audio tapes of conversations he said were between members of the Iraqi
National Guard to illustrate Irag's attempts to conceal certain weapons information from
U.N. inspectors. On the tapes, Iraqi officers appeared to be given instruction to "evacuate” a
"modified vehicle" and "forbidden ammo." The secretary of state called such ¢vidence "part
and parcel” of Iraq's 12-year policy of "evasion and deception."

"This is all part of a system of hiding things and moving things out of the way and making
sure they have left nothing behind," Powell said.

Powell called Irag's 12,000-page weapons declaration an attempt to "overwhelm the
inspectors with useless information" and a visible piece of evidence that Iraq "never had
any intention" of complying with the Security Council mandate.

Satellite photos of an Iraqi biological weapons facility and a ballistic missile site, recently
declassified specifically for Powell's presentation, were used to show how Iraq has either
hidden or moved weapons stockpiles or production sites to evade inspectors. One of ti®
images showed 15 munitions bunkers of which four housed active chemical agents,
according to Powell. :

"We don't know precisely what Iraq was moving," Powell said of the photos, "but the
inspectors already knew about these sites, so Iraq knew that they would be corning.”

"We must ask ourselves: Why would Iraq suddenly move equipment of this nature before
inspections if they were anxious to demonstrate what they had or did not have?" Powell
asked.

Powell also referenced Iraq's refusal to allow any U-2 reconnaissance flights and an alleged
direct order from Saddam that Iraqi scientists be told not to leave Iraq for private interviews
with inspectors as further violations of U.N. resolution 1441.

On biological weapons, Powell held a mock vial of anthrax to illustrate the lack of evidence
that Iraq destroyed the suspected 25,000 liters of anthrax that past U.N. inspectors estimate
the Iragis could have produced. '

Using the testimony of four Iraqi defectors, Powell showed illustrations of "mobile
production facilities" for biological agents, reportedly housed in 18 trucks that crisscross
Iraq in order to evade detection.

"The trucks and train cars are easily moved and are designed to evade detection by

inspectors," Powell explained. ‘ 3 '



"In a matter of months," he said, "they can produce a quantity of biological poison equal to
the entire amount that Iraq claimed to have produced in the years prior to the Gulf War."
Powell went on to say that Iraq's record on chemical weapons is "replete with lies." He
pointed fo a "vast amount” of chemical weaponry that has not been accounted for, including
Iraq's admission that it produced four tons of the deadly nerve agent VX,

Powell said that Iraq has attempted to disguise its chemical weapons development within
legitimate civilian industry and showed satellite i nnages to illustrate unusual activity at the
Iragi Al-Musayyib chemical complex.

"To support its deadly biological and chemical weapons programs, Iraq procures needed
items from around the world, using an extensive-clandestine network," Powell continued.
"What we know comes largely from intercepted communications and humar sources who
are in a position to know the facts."

An audiotaped conversation between two commanders in Iraq's 2nd Republican Guard
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President hopes to garner
- more support for military
action with evidence

By BOB WOODWARD
WASHINGTON POST

WASI—HNGTON The Bush
administration has- assembled
what it believes to be signifi-
cant intelligence showing Iraq
has been actively moving and
concealing banned weapons
systems and related equipment
froim U.N. inspectors, accord-
ing to informed sources.

After a lengthy debate over
what and how much of the intel-
ligence to disclose, President
Bush and his national security
advisers have decided to declas-
sify some of the information

and make it public, perhaps as’

early as next week, in an effort
to garner more support for con-
fronting Iragi President Sadd-
am Hussein with military
force, officials said.

“The United States possesses
several pieces of information
which come from the work of
our intelligence that show Irag

. maintains = prohibited weap-

ons,” Secretary of State Colin
Powell said in an interview pub-
lished Monday in an Italian
newspaper. ‘

The information was gath-
ered by U.S. intelligence agen-
cies from what officials charac-
terized as an array of sources
and methods. '

The administration believes
it shows that senior Iraqgi offi-
cials and military officers who
report to members of Saddam’s
inner circle have personally di-
rected the movement and cam-
ouflage of the weapons or have
knowledge of the operations,
the sources said.

The conceglment efforts of-
ten have taken place days or

hours ahead of visits by U.N. in-

spection teams, which have
been operating in Iraq during
the past two months, according
to these accounts. In many cas-
s, the United States has what
one source called “compelling”
intelligence that is “unambigu-
ous” in proving that Iraq is hid-
ing banned weapons.
_Speaking to reporters Mon-
day, Powell said U.N. inspec-
tors have picked up similar in-
dications of Iragi concealment
and the United States support-
ed the inspectors’ claims.
“The inspectors have also

told us that they have evidence

.aat I':aq has moved or hidden
items at sites just prior to in-
spection visits. That’s what the
inspes:tors say, not what Ameri-
cans say, not what American in-
telligence says,” he said,
Adrninistration officials

* have said for weeks that the’
United States has intelligence

demonstrating that Irag main-
tains banned weapons pro-

But they have said they could
not disclose the information be-
cause doing so would jeopar-
dize 11.8. intelligence-collection
methods or military operations

against possiblée weapon stor- - ;

age sites in the event of war.
The administration’s deci-
sion 1o release even partial ac-
counts of what it believes it has
learned would clearly be de-
signed to bolster the U:S. case
in the U.N. Security Council,
whert leading members oppose
an early decision to go to war,
and zmong many Americans,
who recent polls’ suggest are

not convinced of the need for

an immediate military cornifron-
tatior.

Dernocrats on Capltol H]ﬂ re-
cently have increased calls on
the :dministration to make
publi: what it knows.

Des pite the building pressure
on the United States to support
its cl: ims about lraq1 behavior,
sources said U.S. intelligence
agencies have not traced or lo-
cated a Iarge cache of prohibit-
ed weapons:or ingredients used

-in the making of chem.wal or bi-

ological weapons.

Thuy -said’ the U.S. govern-
ment still lacks. a’ “smeking
gun” — the kin 'of definitive

- evidence: that ‘Would prove that
Iraq still'has ¢heinical or biolog- "

ical weapons; or a nuclear
weapns development pro-
gram.

On top of that,, what little in-
telligence: the' adm.lnlsh.'atmn
has released . about " Irag  has
been challenged by U.N!' offi-

cials and some Secunty Coun— -4

cil members. |

=

In particular, the cn’ucs cite - !

Bush s a]legatmn made to the

U.N. 3eneral Assembly in Sep-
tember, that Irag had tried to
buy thhousands of high- strength
alumnum tubes to enrich ura-
nium for nuclear weapons.
Aftar mvestlgatmg the claim,

U.N. inspectors concluded the

tubes likely were never meant

for enriching uranium but rath-
er ware intended as compo-

nents for ordinary artillery
rockets — a finding consistent
with .iragi explanations.




. ———meciean

: IAEA: fissociated Press
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